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HE  vices  of    individuals,   when    affuming    public 
motive,  offer  an  excufe  for  the  co-operation  of  the  bad, 
and  too  frequently  impofe,  not  only  on  the  weak,  but 
even  upon  the  good.     It  is,  therefore,  important,  that 
actions  thus    affecting  fociety,  mould  be  faithfully  def- 
cribed  to  the  great  body  of  the  people  5    who  fhould 
be   furnifhed   with  a  cheap   as  well  as  permanent  re- 
cord of  that    which  may  inffruct  their  judgment,  and 
warn  their  prudence;   correcting  the  delufion  of  fome, 
preventing  that  of  others,    and  giving    to    all,    repofe 
and  fecurity  from  the  fchemes  of  turbulent  and  profli- 
gate ambition.     A  comprehenfive  view  of  the  late  con- 
fpiracy — its    motives,    and  character  •,    its  effects,    and 
its  defeat — is  peculiarly  calculated    for    this    end,    and 
to  open  the  eyes  of   the  multitude  to   the    ferious  and 
juft  confideration  of  their  duty,  and  their  interefts. 

The  infurrection  of  the  23d  of  July  is  one  of  thofe 
events  which  although 

"  — — Like  the   toad,  ugly  and  venomous, 
Wears  yet   a  precious  jewel  in  its  head." 

1 

There  is  no  good  mind  that  mufl  not  be  impreffed 
with  horror,  on  recollecting  the  favage  atrocities  which 

marked 
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marked  its  fhort-lived  progrefs.  There  is  no  good 
man  that  mull:  not  lament  them ;  yet,  abflracted  from 
thofe  feelings,  it  may  be  juftly  deemed  in -its  occur- 
rence, fortunate  for  the  public,  as  out  of  it  have  arifen 
evidences  of  the  character  and  flrength  of  treafon  in 
this  country,  which  could  not  be  otherwife  obtained, 
and  which  are  drawn  from  fources  the  moft  irrefra- 
gable and  fatisfactory.  That  treafon  has  been  found 
contemptibly  narrow  in  its  extent,  and  as  contemptibly 
mean  in  its  inftruments  and  its  refources.  Without 
morality  in  its  principles,  (if  morality  could  combine 
with  treafon)  without  political  fagacity  in  its  fyftem 
or  its  views ;  and  without  property,  refpectabiiity,  or 
phyfical  ftrength  to  carry  it  into  effect ;  it  was  inca- 
pable of  afpiring  to  any  diftinction,  but  the  horrible 
pre-eminence  of  ferocity  and  crime.  Thefe  are  truths, 
not  depending  for  credit  on  fpeculative  pofitions,  in- 
genious argument,  or  declamatory  afTertion ;  but  reft 
on  the  folemn,  compofed  invefligation  of  public  juftice  ; 
on  facts  palpable  and  irrefiftible.  Ignorance  is  not 
here  called  upon  to  yield  a  reluctant  alTent  to  reafon- 
ing  which  it  cannot  comprehend  j  but  plain  facts,  fup- 
ported  on  oath,  and  confirmed  by  the  verdicts  of  ho- 
neft  confcientious  men,  operate  clear  and  ftrong  upon 
common  fenfe,  and  leave  no  fubterfuge  to  incredulity^ 
no  argument  of  delufion,  or  hope  of  fuccefs  to  difaf- 
fection.  Had  there  been  no  infurredtion,  treafon,  like 
a  deception  in  optics,  might  have  borrowed  magnitude 
from  obfcurity.  The  timid  might  have  feared  what 
they  fuppofed  to  be  ftrong,  and  the  vicious  grown 
confident  in  the   calculation  of    their    numbers.     But, 

thanks  to    the    23d    July Thanks  to  the   aflaffins 

who  have  dreffed  rebellion  in  a  fnape  that  frights  it- 
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ielf.  "The  \ifual  nerve"  of  thofe  of  either  defcriptioa 
wjio  derived  hope  or  fear  from  fuch  a  fource  has 
been  purged,  and  they  now  find  treafon  alike  unable 
to  protect  itfelf,   or  injure  the  community. 

In  the  contemplation,  however,  of  this  effort  of  bafe 
minds,  one  inftruclive  obfervation,  among  many,  prelTes 
with  peculiar  force,  namely,  that  when  the  leaders  of 
infurreclion  wi/h  to  gratify  their  ambition,  they  are 
equally  regardlefs  of  the  atrocity  of  the  inftruments, 
and  the  profligacy  of  the  means.  The  firfl  practical 
iefTon  of  the  Provifional  policy  was,  murder;  its  final 
object  was  plunder,  and  fpoliation.  There  was  no 
freedom  but  that  of  the  mob.  Security  of  property, 
whic*h  is  the  foundation  of  all  right,  and  the  evidence 
of  wife  legislation  was  extinguished.  The  end  of  induitry 
is  to  obtain  property — the  value  of  law  to  render 
it  fecure  and  permanent.  But  the  proclamation  which 
was  prepared  to  declare  the  will  of  fuccefsful  infur* 
rection,  deflroyed  this  permanency.  It  eflablifhed  a 
unirerfal*  tenantry  at  ivill9  and  annihilated  at  one  ftroke, 
legal  right,  and  virtuous  acquifition.  Such  was  the 
regard  of  the  Provifional  Government  for  the  profpe- 
rity  of  the  nation  for  which  it  was  to  legiflate.  Such 
were  the  principles  of  the  confpiracy — Such  the  con- 
fluences to  be  expected  from  thofc  principles.  Thank 
God!  Ireland  has  efcaped   the  dreadful  curfe. 

In  common  times,  lefs  importance  would  be  attached 
to  an  attempt  of  the  kind ;  but,  when  fugitive  trai- 
tors calumniated  the  loyalty  of  Ireland,  to  encourage 
its  invafion  by  a  cruel,  rapacious,  and  tyrannical  foe, 
it  claims  much  intereft,  and  is,  perhaps,  the  bell:  thing 
that  could  have  happened  for  the  country.  Although 
the  common  enemy  may  prefs  upon  his  defperate 
flaves,  deductions  from  the  circumftance,  favourable  to 

their 

*  Vide  the  Decrees,  No.  i  &  2,  contained  in  the  Pi'svifiai^I  prc. 
clamatioa. 
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their  hopes  of  fuccefs  ; '  it  has  furnifhed  at  home  new 
motives  and  excitements  to  loyaltv.  Its  atrocities  have 
Shocked  the  humane  and  virtuous ;  aroufed  indolence 
or  indifference  to  activity  and  zeal — infufed  ftrength 
into  the  weak — infpired  the  timid  with  courage — and 
armed  every  honeft  hand,  from  one  end  of  the  ifland 
to  the  other,  in  defence  of  all  that  is  dear  and  va- 
luable  to  man  in  a  focial  flate.- How  glorious  and 

confolatory  is  the  fight !  How  alluring  to  virtue ! 
How  acceptable  to  Heaven  !  To  fee  the  loyalty  of 
Ireland,  valorous  and  fbrong;  covering,  with  its  hal- 
lowed aegis,  the  throne,  and  the  country ;  and 
oppofing  an  hundred  thoufand  bayonets  to  the  foreign 
or  domeitic  ruffian,  who  mall  dare  to  aflail  the  fe- 
curity  of  either. 

To  expofe  to  the  mafs  of  Irifhmen,  the  weaknefs, 
incapacity,  and  brutal  vices  of  the  late  confpiracy ; 
to  manifeft  its  abfolute  confufion  and  defeat ;  and 
to  demonftrate  thofe  proud  and  happy  confequences 
of  fhength  and  fecurity,  which  have  flown  from  it, 
has  been  the  object  of  the  following  view  of  the  re- 
cent trials. 

"Without  detailing  the  whole  of  the  evidence,  which, 
by  rendering  this  work  more  expenfive,  would  have 
narrowed  its  circulation  •,  all  that  is  material,  and  moll 
inftructive,  is  preferved.  From  the  luminous,  compre- 
henfive,  and  eloquent  ftatements  of  the  Right  Hon. 
Standijh  O'Grady,  his  Majefty's  Attorney  General ; 
from  the  affecting  and  admonitory  exhortations  of 
Mr.  Baron  George,  and  the  fpeeches  of  Counfellors 
Plunht  and  Curran,  may  be  collected,  not  only  all 
the  fubftantive  matter  to  which  evidence  was  adduced, 
but  alfo,  an  admirable  hiftory  of  the  confpiracy,  and 
infurreftion,  clothed  in  language,  and  accompanied  by 
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obfervations   belt  calculated   to  inform  the  undemand- 
ing, and   affect  the    heart   of  the  reader  on    the   ftu> 
ject    of    his    deareit  interefts,     as    a    man,    a    citizen, 
and   a    chriftian.      Thefe    wholefome     impreffions    are 
evanefcent,   in   a  great  degree,   when   only  made  thro* 
the  fugitive  medium  of  a  newfpaper  ;   and  Mr.  Ridge- 
way's  reports,  though  highly   honourable    to    the    ta- 
lents of  that  learned  Gentleman,    are  beyond  the  reach 
of  the   great  body   of   the    people.      We    all    know, 
it  is  not  the  rich,  or  the  enlightened,   who  now  want 
to   be   inftructed  in  the  value   of   our    laws    and   go- 
vernment,    and  the   extreme   folly  and   wickednefs   of 
revolution.     To  remedy  thofe  difadvantages  is  the  ob- 
jecT:  of  this   publication.     It  has  not  originated  in  mer- 
cenary motive.     It  is  not  connected  with  any  idea  of 
profit  but  that  which  mufl  refult  to  the   reader.      To 
correct  error ;   to  reclaim  political  vice  •,   to  fave  the  in- 
tended  victim  of  treafonable  delufion,  bound  in  men- 
tal chains,   and  ready   to  be  led  to  the  facrifice ,  and 
to  afibciate  my   poor  and  well-meaning,  but  alas,   too 
credulous  countrymen,  in  that  wholefome  union  which 
prefcribes    obedience    to   the  laws,    love   of  one   ano- 
ther, and  defence  of  our  common  country,  is  the  be- 
nediction  which   I   invoke  upon   my   labours. 

From  the  legal  and  eloquent  ftatements  of  the  Ator- 
ney  General ;  from  the  preceptive  exhortations  of  the 
venerable  bench,  and  from  the  fpeeches  of  the  coun- 
fel,  they  will  learn  to  underfland,  to  value,  and  ta 
love,  the  excellent  conftitution  and  laws,  under  which 
we  have  the  happinefs  to  live ;  and  which  difplay 
all  their  perfections,  and  impart  all  their  bleilings  un- 
der the  benignant  rule  of  the  virtuous  Lord 
Hardwicke  ; — From  the  warning  voice  of  the  unfor- 
tunate Emmet,  who  might  have  been  a  fupport,  and 
an,  ornament  to   fociety— that  voice,  which  fpoke  al- 
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moft  from  the  grave,  and  feemeel  a  flimrl  siting  to  the 
energy  and  infpiration  of  eternal  truth  ;  they  will  learn 
to  appreciate  the  character  of  that  enemy  whofc 
abandoned  emiffaries  would  feduce  them  from  their 
King,    their  Country,   and  their   God. 

A  falfe  imprefficn  had  been  made  on  the  minds 
of  the  vulgar,  by  bad  and  ignorant  men:  but  an 
evidence  the  moft  unfufpicious  and  impartial,  h%s  ap- 
peared to  remove  the  delufion.  The  only  man  in  the 
late  confpiracy  who  pofTeffed  talents,  and  a  capacious 
range  of  mind,  has  borne,  againft  France,  a  teftimony 
which  mould  never  be  forgotten  by  his  countrymen. 
So  apprehenfive  was  the  unfortunate  Robert  Emmet, 
even  of  a  limited  and  retrained  alliance  with  her, 
that  he  commenced  the  infurreclion  with  means  the 
mofl  difproportionate,  and  under  a  ftrong  impreflion 
of  defpair,  rather  than  feek,  or  wait  for  her  aflift- 
ance.  So  convinced  was  he  of  the  perfidy,  and  all 
the  vices  of  the  modern  Gauls,  that,  when  his  failure 
was  no  longer ~  doubtful,  he  warned  his  countrymen 
againft  them.  Friends  to  defpotifm  and  dominion ; 
enemies  to  liberty  and  law,  they  led,  by  their  pro- 
mifes,  nations  to  rebellion—They  gained  them  as 
friends,  until  they  were  plundered  and  exhaufted* 
and  then  abandoned  them  to  poverty,  and  the  pu- 
nifhment  of  thofe  laws  which  they  had  outraged  by 
their  crimes.  So  dreadfully  did  he  confider,  even  a  tem- 
porary connection,  that,  rather  than  bring  upon  his 
native  land  the  calamities  it  would  produce,  he  ad- 
vifed  an  undiftingrifhed  defolation ;  and  that,  if  they 
were  to  obtain  the  country,  they  fhould  obtain  only 
its  ruins.  Such  was  the  legacy  he  left  to  Irifhmen ;  a 
legacy,  the  property  of  his  experience,  the  acquifition 
of  his  knowledge.  May  its  application  prove  as  judi- 
cious  and   falutary,   as   the  fact  is  fatally  true  ! 

May 
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May  God  direct  the  minds  of  my  countrymen,  and 
govern  their  conduct  by  his  wifdom  and  his  mercy; 
Not  deal  with  them  in  his  wrath  !  May  the  blame- 
lefs  be  confirmed  in  their  innocence  !  May  the 
vicious  and  deluded  be  reftored  to  virtue,  loyalty,  and 
peace !  and  proud  will  be  my  felf-approving  reward^ 
if  through  the  influence  of  repentance,  of  conviction, 
or  even  of  prudential  regard  to  fafety,  the  following 
pages  mall  have  the  effect  of  matching  one  victim  from 
the   fword,     or  from   the  fcaffold. 

JHL  B.     C. 

Dublin y  Ocf.   7^th,   1803. 
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VERY  lover  of  order,  of  virtue,  and  focial  fc~ 
curity,  muft  recollect  with  horror  the  infurrettion  which 
broke  out  in  the  city  of  Dublin,  on  the  evening  of  the 

23d  of  July,   1803 An  infurrection   which  will  be 

ever  infamous,  not  only  for  its  unprovoked  and  wicked 
treafons,  but  alfo  for  the  favage  murder  of  the  Rt. 
Hon.  Lord  Kilwarden,  chief  juftice  of  the  King's  Bench  ; 
his  nephew,  the  Rev.  Richard  Wolfe,  Col.  Browne  of 
the  21ft  regiment  of  royal  fufileers ;  MefTrs.  Ptrfor 
and  Edmijlotiy  of  the  Liberty  Rangers,  and  many  other 
loyal  and  unoffending  perfons.  The  infurre&ion  com- 
menced in  Thomas-ftreet,  and  never  extended  farther 
than  the  lower  end  of  Francis-flreet,  near  the  Coombe. 

Many  of  the  infurgents  were  armed  with  blunder- 
bufTes,  but  the  greater  part  with  pikes;  their  num- 
ber amounted  to  about  300,  but  courageous  only  in 
the  aflaffination  of  unarmed  and  unrefifting  individuals* 
and  bold  only  in  thofe  crimes  which  they  could  com- 
mit with  immediate  impunity ;  they  were  difperfed, 
u  like   chaff  before  the  wind"  and    compleatly  defeated 

by 
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by  a  few  gallant  yeomen,  and  two  fmall  parties  of 
the  2 1  ft  regiment  of  Royal  Fufileers,  commanded  by 
Lieutenant  Felix  Brady,  and  Stewart  Hume  Douglas. 
At  the  moment,  and  very  fhortly  after,  feveral  of  the 
moll  active,  atrocious,  and  principal  traitors  were  ta- 
ken prifoners,  and  a  fpecial  commhTion  of  Oyer  and 
Terminer,  for  the  county  and  city  of  Dublin,  palled 
the  great  Seal  for  their  trial :  a  mode  of  proceeding 
ftrictly  correfponding  with  the  conftitutional  principles 
uniformly  diftinguifhing  the  adminiftration  of  His  Ex- 
cellency the  Earl  of  Hardwicke,  who,  tho'  armed  with 
the  more  fummary  power  of  martial  law,  preferred 
the  ordinary  courfe  of  civil  juftice ;  thus  affording 
evidence  of  the  perfection  and  fuperiority  of  thofe ' 
laws,  which  are  competent  to  vindicate  themfelves,  and 
protect  fociety ;  and  which,  even  in  the  neceffity  of 
punifhment,  do  not  relinquifl.1  the  mild  dignity,  pa- 
tience,   and  impartiality  of  their  character. 

The  Commiffion  was  directed  to  the  Right  Hon. 
Lord  Norlury,  Chief  Juftice  of  the  Ccmmon  Pleas  ^ 
William  Dowries,  Efq.  fecond  Juftice  of  the  King's 
Bench  ;  Mathias  Finucane,  Efq.  fecond  Juftice  of  the 
Common  Pleas  ;  Denis  George,  Efq.  fecond  Baron  of 
the  Exchequer  -,  and  St.  George  Daly,  Efq.  third  Ba- 
ron of  the  Exchequer ;  and  under  its  authority  the 
Court  was  opened,  at  the  Seilion-houfe  in  Green- 
ftreet,  on  the  2^th  day  of  Auguft  1803,  by  the 
Hon.  Juftice  Dowries,  the  Hon.  Juftice  Finucane,  and 
the  Hon.  Baron  Daly,  when  Grand  Juries  for  the  city 
?ad  county  were  chofen,  and  an  excellent  charge  ap« 
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pofite  to  the  occafion,  delivered  by  Mr.  Juftice  Dowries, 
Bills  of  indictment  were  found  againft  the  following 
perfons,  who  were  brought  to  the  bar,  and  Counfel 
and    Agents    affigned    them. 

Felix  Rourhe,  John  Killin,  John  M'Cann,  James 
Byrne,  Walter  Clare,  John  Donelly,  Nicholas  Farrel, 
alias  Tyrrel,  Laurence  Beg  ley,  Michael  Kelly,  Martin 
Bourhe,  Edward  Kearney,  John  Bi-gg,  Thomas  Max- 
.well  Roche,  Patrick  Maguire,  Jofeph  Dor  an,  and  Owen 
Kir  wan. 

The  Court  then  adjourned  to  Monday  the  29th 
Auguft,  on  which  day  a  bill  of  indictment  was  found 
againfl  Denis  Lambert  Redmond,  who  was  brought  to 
the  bar,  and  affigned  Counfel  and  Agent.  The  Courfc 
then  adjourned  again  to  Wednefday,  the  31ft,  on 
which  day  it  refumed  its  fitting,  and  proceeded  on 
the   trials. 


i 
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SPECIAL    COMMISSION. 


Wednefday,    $ijl  Augujl,    1803, 

Lord  Norbury,  Justice  Finucane,  and  Barons  George 
and  Daly  presiding. 


E 


i D WARD  KEARNEY  was  put  to  the  bar,  and  arraigned 
upon  an  indictment  for  high  treafon,  to  which  he  pleaded  not 
guilty.     A  moft  resectable  jury  having  been  fworn, 

Tiie  Right  Hon.  Standish  O'Grady,  his  Majefty's  Attorney 
General,  ftated  the  cafe  on  the  part  of  the  Crown,  as  follows  : 
My  Lord,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury, 
The  prifoner,  who  is  now  brought  before  you  for  trial,  flands 
charged  with  the  crime  of  high  treafon  ;  and  it  will  be  your  duty, 
gentlemen,  in  palling  fentence  upon  him,  to  difcharge  your  minds 
altogether  of  every  thing  you  may  have  heard  upon  this  fubject,  pre- 
vious to  your  being  fworn  upon  his  jury.     Confine  your  confldera- 
tion  to  the  evidence  which  ihall  be  now  laid  before  you,  and  give 
to  the  prifoner  the  full  and  impartial  benefit  of  thofe  laws,  which 
we  accufe  him  of  having  endeavoured  to  fubvert. 

Gentlemen,  the  prifoner  ftands  indicted  upon  the  ftatute  25th 
Edward  III.  and  the  indictment  is  founded  upon  two  claufes  of 
the  ftatute — -jirji,  for  comparing  and  imagining  the  death  of  the 
King — and  fecondly,,  for  levying  wal   againfl:  the  King. 

In  fupport  of  the  firff.  count  of  the  indictment,  there  are  three 
overt  acts  charged  as  the  means,  by  which  the  prifoner  has  dif- 
clofed  his  traitorous  intention.  The  firfr.  overt  act  is,  that  he  did 
agree  and  confpire  to  coropafs  and  bring  to  eifect  the  death  of  the 
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King;  fecondly,  that  he  armed  himfelf  for  the  purpofe  of  levying 
war  againft  the  King;  and  thirdly,  that  he  aclually  did  levy 
war. 

The  fecond  count  is  grounded  upon  the  claufe  for  levying  war ; 
and  in  fupport  of  that,  there  is  one  overt  acl  ftating,  that  war  has 
been  acluallyjevied — and  upon  the  whole  of  the  cafe,  if  you,  gen-« 
tlemen,  fhall  be  fatisfied,  that  the  prifoner  took  a  part  in,  and  gave 
aid  to  the  infurreclion,  which  was  traitorous  in  itfelf,  you  will  be 
bound  to  find  him  guilty  ;  becaufe  if  it  mall  appear,  and  1  addrefs 
you  in  this  refpeel,  fubjeel  to  the  correction  of  the  court,  that  the 
infurreclion  of  the  23d  of  July  laft  was  a  rebellious  and  traitorous 
infurreclion,  every  perfon  who  participated  in  it  became,  in  confi- 
deration  of  law,  guilty  of  the  crime,  though  not  previoufly  in- 
ilrucled  as  to  the  motives  and  objects  of  that  infurreclion  :  becaufe 
when  a  number  of  perfons  join  each  other  in  committing  illegal 
acts,  they  are  expefed  to  all  the  confequences  which  follow  from 
them,  and  are  guilty  of  the  crime  of  which  their  affociates  are  guilty 
If  the  wifdom  of  the  law  did  not  fo  ordain  it,  we  fhould  all  be  in  a 
lamentable  fituation  ;  for  it  is  well  known  to  every  man  who  hears 
me,  that  thofe  who  are  generally  employed  in  executing  outrages 
of  this  nature,  are  not  the  perfons  who  originally  conceived  the 
defign. 

In  ftating  to  you  the  particular  circumllances  cf  this  cafe,  fo  far 
as  they  relate  to  the  prifoner,  it  will  not  beneceffary  for  me  to  enter 
into  a  very  minute  or  very  accurate  furvey  of  the  progrefs  of  difaf. 
faction  in  this  country.  But,  certainly,  it  is  matter  of  fome  confola- 
ticn  to  know,  that  the  confpintcy  which  broke  out  into  open  infur- 
reclion, and  rebellion,  on  the  23d  of  July  laft,  was  confined  withia 
much  narrower  limits  than  the  promoters  cf  it  are  willing  to  iri- 
culcate.  Whether  we  confider  the  numbers  who  have  embarked  in 
the  enterprife,  their  wealth,  or  their  character,  it  will  appear  con- 
temptible in  the  extreme.  So  far  as  it  had  for  its  odious  object,  the 
fubverfion  of  the  government  and  the  conflitution  of  this  country,  it 
was  abfurd  and  romanlic,  it  was  idle  and  viflonary  even  in  the  opi- 
nion of  many  of  thofe  who  embraced  it.  But  fo  far  as  it  was  cal- 
culated to  make  a  falfe  imprefnon  of  our  fituation  upon  foreign  coun- 
tries, and  to  depreciate  our  loyalty  in  the  eftimation  of  Europe,  it 
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was  a  dangerous  defign  ;  and  though  from  the  abandoned  profligacy 
of  thofe  who  were  employed  as  the  immediate  inflruments  of  its 
execution,  we  have  to  lament  many  private  calamities  and  difguft- 
ing  horrors,  yet  perhaps  they  fhould  be  confidered  as  the  vifitations 
of  Providence,  to  confound  the  devices  of  our  enemies,  and  to  roufe 
the  loyal  energies  of  the  nation,  Already  Hie  has  fhaken  off  the  in- 
dolence of  peace,  and  has  put  on  her  armour ;  fhe  has  feen  the  dan- 
ger, and  I  truft  fhe  has  become  invulnerable. 

Gentlemen,  the  lad  time  we  were  collected  here,  upon  an  occa- 
fion  fimilar  to  the  prefent,  was  in  the  year  1798  ;  and  it  would  be 
in  truth  a  difmal  and  diflrefling  reflection,  that  during  the  interval 
•  which  has  fince  elapfed,  the  mildnefs,  and  clemency,  and  concilia- 
tion of  our  own  government,  contrafted  with  the  oppreflion,  ex- 
tortion, and  tyranny  exercifed  over  France  and  the  unhappy  coun- 
tries which  furround  her,  fhould  have  wrought  no  change  in  the 
political  feelings  of  Ireland.  But  I  am  happy  to  ftate,  that  there 
is  no  room  for  fuch  reflection  :  the  good  fenfe  and  property  of  the 
country  have  taken  the  alarm,  and  can  no  longer  be  feduced  by 
fchemes  of  avarice  and  delufion. 

Neither,  Gentlemen,  did  the  late  infurrection  originally  proceed 
from  the  great  body  of  the  people—they  were  happy,  contented, 
and  tranquil,  until  a  remnant  of  the  old  leaven  was  thrown  in  tQ 
ferment  them. 

You  all  recollect  how  the  former  confpirators  were  difpofed  of: 
fome  atoned  with  their  lives  for  the  evils  they  had  inflicted  upom 
their  country  ;  others  were  doomed  to  all  the  mifery  of  reflection; 
and  banimed  from   a  country  which  they  had  contributed  to  difc 
grace ;  many  were  permitted  to  refide  amongfl  us,  the  greater  part 
from  the  clemency  of  the  crown,  and  a  few  perhaps  from  want  of 
fufficienl  evidence  of  their  guilt.     I  do  not  mean  to  imprefs  upon 
your  minds,  that  all  thofe  who  furvive  are  ftill  hardy  enough  to  pro- 
fecute  their  fchemes :  many  of  them  I  fhould  hope  have  had  the  be- 
nefit of  experience,  and  have  learned  from  their  misfortunes  to  pre- 
fer induflry  and  peace  to  anarchy  and  bloodlhed  ;  and  defpairing  to 
fee  eftablifhed  any  where  their  own  model  of  ideal  and  imaginary 
perfection  in  government,  have  at  length  become  difpofed  to  admit, 
that  no  people  in  any  age  or  in  any  country  have  ever  enjoyed  more 
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perfect  freedom,  or  more  fall  fecurity  for  their  perfons  and  property, 
than  thofe  who  at  prefent  have  the  happinefs  to  live  under  the  Bri- 
tifh  conflitution  ;  a  conititution  not  only  reafonably  perfect  in  itfelf, 
but  additionally  recommended  by  being  tranfmitted  to  us  through  a 
long  fuccefiion  of  ages  ;  a  conflitution  which  we  may  peculiarly  call 
our  own,  becaufe  no  other  people  could  derive  the  fame  benefits 
under  it.  It  has  been  fitted  for  us  by  our  forefathers,  and  from  our 
infancy  we  have  been  fitted  to  it.  Give  it  to  a  new  people,  and 
with  all  its  perfections  it  would  be  to  them  a  new  conflitution. 
But  generation  after  generation  it  has  been  adapted  to  our  people, 
to  our  climate,  and  to  our  foil,  and  day  after  day  we  have  been 
taught  to  admire  its  perfections,  to  conform  to  its  provifions,  and 
to  be  regulated  by  its  laws.  It  is  then  emphatically  our  own  con- 
flitution, and  fo  interwoven  with  our  nature,  that  we  can  yield  it 
but  with  our  lives.  It  has  been  obtained  by  valour  and  by  wifdom, 
and  by  the  exercife  of  the  fame  virtues  may  it  be  for  ever  pre- 
ferved. 

Gentlemen,  I  wifh  I  could  ftate,  with  truth,  that  ail  thofe  for- 
mer confpirators  had  taken  the  fame  view  of  the  fubject.  But  I 
have  to  lament,  that  many  of  them  have  not  had  the  fame  benefit  of 
repentance  ;  hardened  in  their  vices,  and  infenfible  of  the  miferies 
they  were  inflicting  on  others,  they  have  perfevered  in  their  old  ha- 
bits, and  have  contributed  not  a  little  to  place  the  prifoner  at  the 
bar  in  his  prefent  unfortunate  (ituation.  Men  of  depraved  minds 
and  defperate  fortunes,  who  have  grown  giddy  from  repeatedly 
turning  in  their  heated  imaginations  the  fame  chimerical  fchemes  of 
avarice  and  ambition,  and  who  blind  their  deluded  followers  with 
fpecious  pretences  for  the  public  good,  while  they  are  in  fact  en- 
deavouring to  implicate  them  in  all  the  horrors  of  confifcation  and 
civil  war — Fondly  hoping  to  emerge  from  the  gulph  in  which  their 
vices  have  involved  them,  they  addrefs  themfelves  to  the  fuppofed 
grievances  of  others,  in  the  vain  expectation  of  alleviating  their 
own.  Men  too  neceffitous  to  be  idle,  and  too  indolent  to  work, 
confirmed  in  the  habit  of  vice,  they  refill  all  honed  occupation,  and 
become  Febels  by  trade.  In  various  difguifes,  and  under  various 
pretences,  they  travel  from  place  to  place,  and  from  country  to 
country,  hawking  reform,  and  emancipation,  and  freedom,  poifon- 
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ing  the  peace  of  the  people,  and  goading  them  to  outrage  and  rebel- 
lion. To  this  end  all  their  machinations  contribute  ;  treafon  is 
their  ftaple  commodity, — by  it  only  can  they  live.  An  Irifh  infur- 
reclion  is  the  harvefl:  which  fupports  them. — The  unhappy  and 
deluded  people  who  are  duped  by  their  artifices,  meet  their  retri- 
bution in  the  bayonet  or  the  rope,  while  the  inftigators  too  fre- 
quently efcape,  to  plan  new  rebellions,  and  receive  new  rewards. 

Gentlemen,  it  is  from  the  union  of  thefe  two  clafTes,  the  wan- 
dering politician  and  the  domeftic  traitor,  that  we  are  indebted  for 
the  late  infurreclion  in  the  capital.  After  the  termination  of  the  war, 
many  of  the  former  defcription,  under  feigned  names,  imported 
themfelves  into  this  country,  and  afTociated  with  our  refident  re- 
bels, have  unceafingly  exercifed  their  ingenutity  to  provoke  new 
diflurbances. 

But,  Gentlemen,  it  is  with  great  fatisfaction  I  date  to  you, 
that  they  found  vaft  difficulties  in  difturbing  the  public  mind.— 
From  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other,  the  people  were  ready 
to  refift  their  artifices,  and  decided  in  their  refolution  to  continue 
not  only  quiet  but  contented  ; — unfortunately,  however,  the  reliefs 
and  bufy  agents  of  mifchief,  received  the  flimulative  of  a  French 
war.  Since  this  event,  affiiming  authority  which  they  did  not  pof- 
fefs,  and  making  promifes  which  they  never  meant  to  perform, 
they  have  v/orked  upon  the  needy  and  the  profligate,  their  labours 
have  been  inceffant,  and  the  accumulated  horrors  of  the  23d  of  July 
laft,  have  been  the  fruit  of  thofe  labours. 

As  in  point  of  law  each  man  who  took  a  part  in  the  infarreclion9 
is  guilty  of  every  crime  which  attended  it,  as  fully  as  if  he  had 
committed  them  with  his  own  hand,  I  fhall  fomewhat  minutely  de- 
tail them,  as  well  as  ftate  the  particular  (hare  which  the  prifoner  ap- 
pears to  have  taken  in  thefe  difgraceful  occurrences. 

It  will  be  manifeft  to  you,  from  the  facts  which  accompanied  the 
infurrection,  as  well  as  from  the  particular  evidence  produced* 
that  it  was  the  confequence  of  a  preconcerted  confpiracy — It  did 
not  proceed  from  the  fudden  heat  or  impetuofity  of  a  mob.  It  was 
planned  and  irrigated  by  perfons  connected  only  by  their  treafons, 
and  related  to  each  other  only  by  their  common  crimes — Thofe  con- 
spirators who  reSded  in  the  capital  called  in  aid  the  profligacy  of 
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f&e  adjoining  counties,  and  the  infurrection  was  the  confequence  of 
their  united  efforts. 

They  affembled  about  the  hour  of  nine  in  the  evening,  and  it  is 
material  to  Hate,  that  almoft  all  of  them  were  unarmed.  The  heads 
of  the  confpiracy,  or  to  give  them  their  own  title,  The  Provrficnal 
Government,  had  fuppiied  arms  in  fuch  abundance,  as  to  furnifh  in 
itfelf  complete  evidence  of  the  extent  and  object  of  their  defign,  as 
well  as  of  their  grofs  mifcalculation  as  to  the  number  of  their  friends 
and  adherents. 

The  great  depot  was  in  Mafs  lane,  which  is  frequently  called 
Mar fhalfea- jane,  and  which  runs  "info  Bridgefoot-flreet.  This 
frreet  is  alfo  frequently  called  Dirty-lane,  and  I  mention  thefe 
particulars  to  prevent  any  confufion  in  the  evidence,  as  the  witneffes 
may  call  them  indifferently  by  the  one  name  or  the  other.  This  de- 
pot was  protected  on  the  fide  of  Thomas- itreet  by  the  rebel  mob, 
and  on  the  fide  of  the  Liffey  by  centioels  who  flood  contiguous  to 
hollow  pieces  of  timber  which  had  been  laid  acrofs  the  ftreet,  filled 
with  combuflihle  matter,  and  ready  for  immediate  explofion. 

When  the  hour  came,  thofe  perfons  who  were  commanded,  with 
one  confent,  and  as  if  moved  by  one  hand,  went  in  a  body  to  this 
depot,  and  were  there  furnifhed  with  arms.  Having  been  thus 
fuppiied,  they  returned  directly  to  Thomas-flreet,  and  were  in  a 
fliort  time  joined  by  rebel  leaders,  who  animated  them  to  proceed 
to  attack  the  caflle.  They  encouraged  each  other  with  the  expecta- 
tion of  plunder  ;  each  man  feerned  refolute  that  his  neighbour 
inould  advance,  and  yet  the  body  did  not  move  forward.  By  fome 
miilake  they  all  happened  to  be  rear  rank  men,  and  each  man  in 
looking  for  his  place  threw  the  whole  into  confuficn — they  heft- 
iated,  they  halted,   and  they  retired, 

I  am  forry,  gentlemen,  to  add,  that  this  feint  upon  the  Caflle 
has  given  ferious  alarm  to  fome  of  our  neighbours  in  England  :  they 
knew  it  was  an  Irifh  fortrefs,  and  therefore  thought  it  might  have 
been  within  an  ace  of  being  taken,  though  it  never  was  within  a 
mile  of  being  attacked. 

Thus,  gentlemen,  this  mighty  and  rebellious  mob,  who  con- 
ceived that  in  a  moment  they  would  have  feated  the  provifional  go- 
vernment in  his  Majefty's  Caflle,  did  not  proceed  much  farther  than 
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the  Market-houfe  in  Thomas-ftreet — Their  gallant  leaders  then  clef- 
pairing  to  get  them  further  towards  the  Caftle,  led  them  cm  to 
various  objects  more  congenial  to  their  temper  and  difpofition.  In- 
flead  of  profecuting  their  crimes  in  the  bold  fpirit  of  their  proclama- 
tion, they  fell  upon  fchemes  of  affiflination,  difgraceful  to  the  capi- 
tal—-They  furrounded  fingle  and  unarmed  yeomen  and  individuals 
of  the  military,  whom  they  maflacred  without  mercy  or  provocation. 
Col.  Browne,  a  mod  deferving  officer,  much  loved  in  his  regiment, 
and  much  efleemed  in  the  army,  was  fired  upon  with  a  blunderbufs 
and  killed  upon  the  fpot.  One  or  two  unarmed  foldiers  were  mur- 
dered in  the  fame  barbarous  manner. — Cornet  Cole  was  grievoufly 
wounded,  unprotected  individuals  every  where  fell  a  facrifice  to  their 
fury.  But,  gentlemen,  every  colour  and  pretence  of  marking  men 
in  regimentals  as  objects  of  their  vengeance  fails  them,  when  we 
come  to  the  lamentable  fate  of  Lord  Kilwarden.  Before  I  pro- 
ceed to  date  that  tranfaction,  let  me  call  your  attention  to  the  pro- 
clamation framed  for  thefe  infurgents ;  I  read  it  to  fhew  how  little 
reliance  is  to  be  placed  upon  the  ads  or  promifes  of  '*  The  Provi- 
"  fional  Government."  Thefe  are  their  words,  "  No  man  fhall  be 
"  put  to  death  in  cold  blood  ;  the  firft  prifoners  that  (hall  fall  into 
•*  our  hands,  fhall  be  treated  with  the  refpect  due  to  the  unforta- 
*'  nate."  They  fulfilled  that  engagement  by  dragging  Lord  Kil- 
warden from  the  carriage,  and  with  one  voice  calling  for  his  imme- 
diate execution.  And  here  let  me  paufe  to  remind  you,  that  up  to 
that  moment,  the  mob,  furious  as  they  were,  had  met  no  refinance. 
They  had  not  been  more  than  a  few  minutes  afTembled,  none  of 
them  had  been  then  killed  or  wounded,  they  were  not  purfued  or 
molefted—  nothing  occurred  to  flimulate  their  paflions,  or  to  juftify 
their  revenge — they  were,  what  they  came  out  from  their  lurking 
places — monflers,  and  not  men. — You,  gentlemen,  all  knew  that 
amiable  and  upright  judge  ;  you  knew  his  firm  and  enlightened 
mind.  A  promoter  of  peace  and  good  order,  a  lover  of  his  king 
and  of  his  country.  He  adminiftered  the  laws  with  wifdom  and 
impartiality.  He  was  faithful  to  the  crown  and  affectionate  to  the 
people.  In  private  life,  he  was  mild  and  amiable  ;  and  in  his  public 
or  political  conduct  there  was  no  afperity  :  and  yet,  unoffending  as 
he  was,  they  encompaffed  him  with  their  pikes,  and  in  a  moment 
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flabbed  him  in  various  parts  of  the  body,  while  he  vainly  fupplicated 
them  for  that  mercy  which  they  probably  had  often  experienced  from 
him.  Not  content  with  inflicting  upon  him  many  mortal  ftabs,  they 
continued  to  deface  his  body  with  unnecefTary  wounds,  as  if  they 
meant  to  write  their  own  characters  in  his  blood.  That  he  mould 
have  furvived  an  inftant  feems  almoft:  incredible.  But  Providence 
withheld  him  for  a  little  moment  that  there  might  be  fomething  in 
his  death  to  correfpond  with  the  tenor  of  his  life  :  that  he  mould  die 
as  he  had  lived,  inculcating  the  laws  of  his  country. — A  magiftrate 
who  faw  him  in  this  mangled  and  afflicting  condition,  exclaimed 
with  an  indignation  which  the  circumflance  almoft  excufed,  that 
the  perpetrators  of  this  horrid  deed  mould  in  their  turn  fufFer  im- 
mediate execution ;  but  he  raifed  his  head,  and  with  the  laft  ex- 
ertion of  his  voice  defired,  "  That  no  man  mould  fufFer  for  his 
'*  death,  but  by  the  laws  of  his  country."  He  never  fpoke  again, 
but  with  his  dying  breath  he  has  bequeathed  to  us  a  noble  exam- 
ple of  firmnefs  and  moderation.  I  do  not  wifh  to  feize  this  oc- 
cafion  to  pronounce  his  eulogy  ;  but  praife  muft  attend  him  when 
tie  isfpoken  of  in  the  language  of  truth. 

It  is  impofiible  to  relate  the  circumftances  of  his  death  without 
appearing  to  record  his  virtues.  Were  it  my  object  to  tranfmit  him 
to  poflerity  with  the  brightefl  panegyric,  I  would  gather  from  his 
dying  lips  the  lad  fentence  which  he  uttered,  and  I  would  engrave  it 
upon  bis  tomb  as  an  epitaph  that  mould  endure  for  ever. 

His  unoffending  nephew,  gentlemen,  efcapedto  a  greater  diftance. 
He  was,  however,  met  by  another  party,  the  fame  fpirit  actuated 
all,  and  he  too  fell  under  innumerable  wounds. 

Elated  as  you  may  fuppofe  fuch  minds  mud  have  been  with  the 
perpetration  of  thefe  individual  barbarities  with  impunity,  they  be- 
gan to  feel  a  new  fpirit  and  refolution.  They  then  refolved  to  attack 
— not  the  King's  forces,  not  his  Majefty's  Caftle,  but  the  Marfhai- 
fea-prifon  ;  the  fewperfons  in  it,  who  were  confined  for  debt,  were 
protected  by  a  (lender  guard— they  came  upon  it  by  furprife — they 
fhot  the  corporal  and  fled  in  a  moment.  I  mould  here  mention  the 
good  conduct  of  the  prifoners — with  a  difcrimination  not  fubdued 
by  their  fufferings  or  their  misfortunes,  they  called  for  arms  to  de- 
fend themfelres,  preferring  the  fecurity  of  their  prifon  to  the  anarchy 
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®f  a  mob.  They  under/lood  freedom  too  well  to  fuppofe  it  could, 
be  the  gift  of  rebellion. 

The  infurgents  afterwards  met  with  Mr.  Wilfon,  at  the  head  of 
a  few  peace  officers :  he  called  upon  them  to  difperfe  ;  he  wifely 
calculated  that,  notwithstanding  their  numbers  and  their  arms, 
there  was  more  fafety  in  intrepidity  than  flight.  He  fired  upon 
them,  he  loft  one  of  his  men,  and  was  wounded  himfelf ;  but  with 
great  gallantry,  he  fhot  the  ruffian  who  affailed  him,  and  was  en- 
abled, with  his  fmall  party,  to  effect  his  retreat  in  the  confufion  of 
his  enemy. 

Shortly  after,  Lieutenant  Brady,  with  40  or  50  men  of  the  21ft 
regiment  came  into  Thomas-ftreet ;  he  fired  upon  the  mob,  and 
they  fled  in  all  directions,  leaving  feveral  dead.  A  party  from  the 
Coombe  guard,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Douglas,  came 
upon  them  in  another  quarter,  and  difperfed  them  alfo.  This  de- 
tachment having  come  from  the  Coombe,  and  Mr.  Wilfon  having 
taken  his  afliftants  from  the  watch-houfe  in  Vicar-ftreet,  the  in- 
furgents thought  thefe  places  were  deferted,  and  that  it  was  poffible 
they  might  take  what  it  was  fuppofed  there  was  no  one  to  defend. 
They  accordingly  attacked  the  watch-houfe,  but,  being  refilled 
by  fome  old  men,  who  remained  behind,  as  too  decrepid  to  walk, 
they  abandoned  that  object,  and  proceeded  to  the  Coombe.  By 
this  time,  however,  the  detachment  under  the  command  of  Lieute- 
nant Douglas  had  returned  to  its  poft,  and  the  infurgents  were  fur- 
prifed  to  find  the  king's  forces  there^before  them.  They,  however, 
fired  a  few  fhots,  wounded  two  men,  received  three  vollies  in  re- 
turn, and,  leaving  feveral  dead,  difappeared,  I  truft,  for  ever. 
And  thus  ended  the  achievements  of  this  intrepid  rebellion. 

There  remained,  however,  one  -faftnefs  which  they  feemed 
anxious  to  preferve,  I  mean  the  depot  alluded  to.  It  was  ob- 
ferved,  that  many  perfons  flocked  in  that  direction — that  there  were 
centinels  about  it,  and  the  hollow  pieces  of  timber  attracted  notice. 
Captain  Woodward,  of  the  Barrack  Divifion  of  yeomanry,  and 
Lieutenant  Coultman  of  the  9th  regiment,  with  a  fmall  party,  de- 
termined to  explore  it :  they  accordingly  proceeded.  They  palTed 
the  hollow  pieces  of  timbet>  obferving  feveral  hundred  pikes 

refting  againft  the  wall  of    what  appeared  to  be  a  malt-houfe ;  two 
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privates,  with  diltinguiihed  gallantry,  mounted  upon  thole  pikes,  and, 
landing  upon  the  points  of  them,  afcended  an  upper  window; 
thus  happily  ufing  thefe  instruments  of  rebellion  as  the  means  of  its 
detection.  Lieutenant  Coultman  by  this  time  procured  a  ladder, 
and  followed  with  the  remainder  of  his  party,  and  they  fhortly  dif- 
ccvered  what  fufficiently  denoted  rebellion : — they  found  fuch  a 
quantity  of  ammunition  and  inilruments  of  death,  as  will  leave  no 
doubt  on  any  rational  mind,  that  they  were  collected  for  fome  pub- 
lic defign  ;  not  for  the  purpofe  of  any  individual,  but  for  fuch  pur- 
pofes  as  we  attribute  to  the  prifoner — treafon,  and  rebellion.  There 
were  found  36,400  ball  cartridges,  feveral  fcaling  ladders,  grapling 
irons,  hand-grenades,  pikes,  rebel  uniforms  and  colours,  and  what 
is  not  the  leaft  important,  7  or  800c  proclamations  from  the  provi- 
fional  government.  With  regard  to  the  pikes,  the  entire  mob  which 
made  their  appearance,  having  been  fupplied  from  this  depot,  no 
more  remained  for  difcovery  than  the  trifling  number  of  6  or  8000  ! 
And  here  permit  me  to  obferve,  that  much  confolation  may  be  de- 
rived from  this  circum fiance  ;  it  is  manifefl  that  thefe  confpirators 
counted  without  their  hofe ;  they  never  made  a  pike,  but  in  the 
fond  expectation  of  procuring  a  hand  to  direct  it.  I  confider  every 
pike  that  was  found  in  this  depot  as  conclufive  evidence  of  a  defer- 
tion  from  their  iniquitous  banners. 

Gentlemen,  notwithstanding  the  horrors  of  that  night,  which  no 
man  regrets  more  than  I  do,  yet  I  think  they  furnifh  fome  ground  for 
obferving,  that  the  people  who  had  been  worked  into  arms  from  one 
end  of  the  country  to  the, other  in  1798,  could  not  at  prefent  be 
roufed  beyond  the  affemblage  of  a  defperate  mob,  as  contemptible  in 
numbers  as  it  was  atrocious  in  difpofition.  I  cannot  pafs  over  the 
proclamation  without  making  a  remark  or  two  upon  it :  every  line  it 
contains  breathes  treafon  and  rebellion  ;  but  T  will  not  defcant  upon 
It  at  length  ;  there  are,  however,  fome  pai&ges  in  it  too  flattering 
Jo  be  omitted. 

After  avowing  their  object  to  be  to  overfet  the  government  of  the 
country,  and  to  break  the  connection  with  England,  they  Mate, 
e(  that  19  counties  will  come  forward  with  promptitude  to  effect  it." 
But  five  weeks  have  fince  elapfed,  and  not  one  fingle  county  has 
came  forward  at  their  call.     The  cor* (piracy  feerns  to  have  ended 
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where  it  began  ;  and  people  are  beginning  to  reafon  a  little  with 
fthemfelves,    and  to  afk    each  other — What  is  it  poflible  that  we 
mould  gain  in  this  conteft  ?    Is  it  to  be  fuppofed  that  the  French 
will  wafte  their  fleets  and  their  armies,  that  they  will  incur  the  dan- 
gers and  expences  of  invafion,  that  they  will  facriiice  their  treasure 
and  their  lives  for  us  ?    A  people  whom  they  never  faw,  with  whofe 
manners  and  language  they  are  utterly  unacquainted  ?    Is  it  poflible* 
that  thofe  who  plunder  and   opprefs  their  neighbours,  will  bring 
freedom  and  comfort  to  a  diftant  land  ?    Can  thofe  who  zxz  flaws 
themfelves,  impart  freedom  to  others  ?  Is  our  religion  or  our  mora- 
lity to  be  improved  by  them  P    Protectants  of  all  defcriptions  fhrink 
at  their  approach :    the  intelligent  Roman  Catholic  equally  ihuns 
their  embrace — much  liberty  to  protect,  and  much  property  to  pre- 
ferve— he  has  experience  to  direct  him  :  from  within  he  fees  a  & 
centious  rabble,  cruel  and  unreflrained,  whofe  property  is  plunder, 
and   whofe   faith   is  perfecution — who  would  begin  by  annihilating 
others,  and  conclude  with   trampling   upon   him,     He  is  equally 
warned  from  abroad  ;  he  fees  that  France  has  uniformly  marked  its 
prcgrefs  through   other  countries  with  infult  and  defolation  ;  that  it 
comes  to  protect,  but  that  it  remains  to  devour.     He  feels  that  he 
could  derive  neither  benefit  or  fatisfaction  by    transferring  the  pay- 
ment of  tithes  from  a  proteflant  church  to  an  infidel  government. 
He  does  not  fuppofe  that  the  French  will  eftablifti  in  Ireland  what; 
they  have  fubftantially  abolifhed  in   France;  or  that  they  will  'ho* 
nour  that  religion  in  others  which  they  have  degraded  amongft  tfiem** 
{"elves.     Not  only  the  dignitaries  of  their  church  have  been  hum- 
bled and  its  revenues  exhaufted,  but  the  fupreme  head  of  it,   the 
Pope,  has  been  fhaken  upon  his  feeble  throne.     The  papal  fceptre, 
it  is  true,  frill  continues  in  his  hand  ;  but  its  operations  are  infult- 
ingly  directed  by  his  Corfican  coadjutor.     All  property  and  all  re- 
ligions are   equally  interefted  to  refill  him— he  has  difgraced  the 
name  of  an  ufarper,  and  has  made  tyranny  more  odious  than  it  was 
- — he  has  equally  deceived  his  fubjects  and  his  allies,  and  has  made 
univerfal  perfidy  the  foundation  of  empire.     And  yet  this  is  the 
man  to  whofe  tutelary  protection  our  modern  reformers  are  anxious 
to  commit  their  infant  republic  ;  I  admit  their  proclamation  in  its 
niodefty  docs  not  flate  who  is  to  be  their  Firft  Coflful.     But  as  it 
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fpsaks  of  ?'  a  greater  exertion,  to  be  rendered  Hill  greater,  by  fq- 
"  reign  afliftance,' >  I  think  it  is  no  extravagant  conjecture  to  pre- 
fume  they  intend  to  borrow  him  from  France,  and  I  am  fare  it  is 
a  guardianfhip  he  will  not  be  reluctant  to  undertake.  No,  gentle-? 
men,  fo  long  as  we  have  a  treafury  to  be  p  undered,  a  people  to  be 
enflaved,  or  a  religion  to  be  infulted,  we  may  rely  on  the  unceaf> 
ing  folicitude  of  his  Confular  Highnefs ;  we  have  already  feen  him. 
extend  his  cares  to  other  republics  than  that  of  France.  He  has 
poiTeffed  himfelf  of  the  republic  of  Italy,  he  has  fold  the  republic 
of  Venice,  he  has  betrayed  the  republic  of  Switzerland,  and  he  has 
plundered  the  republic  of  Holland  Is  it  then  furprifing,  that 
uineteen  counties  have  not  come  forward  to  implicate  their  country 
in  the  mi&nes  of  civil  war,  in  the  expectation  of  raifing  up  ano- 
ther republic  in  Ireland,  to,  offer  at  the  fhrine  of  his  ambition,  and 
to  fwell  the  bloody  catalogue  of  his  crimes.  No,  I  truft:  there  is 
too  much  good  fenfe  and  good  fpirit  in  the  people,  and  that  Provi- 
dence has  referved  us  for  happier  deftinies.  I  truft  we  never  mall 
be  driven  to  fsek  fhelter  from  France,  within  whofe  agitated  bo- 
fom  there  is  no  repofe.  Her  tree  of  liberty  has  been  long  iince  wi- 
thered, and  under  its  baneful  branches  there  is  no  vegetation. 

Gentlemen,  there  is  another  part  of  the  proclamation  to  be  re- 
forted  to,  becaufe  it  (hews  the  dignified  moderation  of  government 
under  eircumftances  of  provocation,  not  within  the  common  powers 
of  the  human  mind  to  refift.  It  audacioufly  Hates,  "  That  the 
*'  firfl  attempt  to  execute  an  individual  in  one  county  mould  be  the' 
*'  fignal  for  infurre&ion  in  all."  But  fince,  the  juftice  of  the  coun- 
try has  purfued  its  firm  and  conftitutional  courfe  in  defpite  of  the 
threats  of  treafoii,  and  uninfluenced  by  the  more  painful  anxiety  of 
thofe  who  are  over  zealous  for  its  execution  ;  neither  terror  upon 
one  fide,  nor  appreheniions  upon  the  other,  could  alter  its  pro- 
gtets.  It  has  moved  liowly,  but  with  a  firm  and  determined  ftep — ■ 
The  law  has  taken  its  ferene  courfe,  undifturbed  by  the  agitations 
which  furrounded  it,  and  government  has  eftablifhed  its  flrength  in 
its  moderation. 

The  fpecial  commifiion  was  not  fealed  for  a  fortnight  after  the 
infurre&ion,  and  near  three  weeks  have  elapfed  fince  it  iffued,  fot 
ibat  a  full  opportunity  has  been  given  to  the  prifoners  of  an  impar* 
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tial  trial.  They  will  have  the  advantage  of  legal  advice  of  their 
own  felection,  and  they  will  have  the  further  atfiftance  of  learned 
and  upright  judges,  more  anxious  to  fee  the  eftablimment  of  inno- 
cence, than  to  pronounce  the  punifhment  of  guilt. —  And  here 
let  me  entreat  you,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  to  imitate  the  modera- 
tion of  government,  to  partake  of  its  temper,  and  to  profit  by  its 
example.  There  are  paiTages  in  the  proclamation  of  this  invifible 
government,  which  alfo  call  upon  you  for  an  exercife  of  your  mag- 
nanimity. "  All  Irifh  militia,  yeomen  or  volunteer  corps,  or  bo- 
"  dies  of  Irifh  or  individuals,  who  fourteen  days  from  the  prornul- 
11  gation  and  date  hereof,  fhall  be  found  in  arms,  mail  be  con- 
"  dered  as  rebels,  committed  for  trial,  and  their  properties  confif- 
"  cated."  From  what  a  heated  and  difordered  imagination  thefe 
fentiments  mud  have  proceeded  ?  What  a  filly  efFufion  of  arro- 
gance and  prefumption  ! 

I  fay,  gentlemen,  let  not  this  threat  move  you  from  your  mode- 
ration ;  raife  your  minds  above  the  infult,  and  let  anger  give  way 
to  compailion.  The  fears  and  confcious  guilt  of  rebellion  makes  it 
intemperate  and  cruel.  The  authority  of  government  founded  in 
legal  right,  and  exercifed  with  juftice,  retains  the  calmnefs  and 
dignified  compofure  of  virtue,  proceed  then  in  the  fpirit  of  a  regular 
government — let  not  pafiion  be  roufed  into  operation— let  thofe  who 
penned  this  proclamation  feel  eternal  difcomfiture,  when  they  find 
that  its  orincipal  effect  has  been  to  Simulate  with  new  provocations 
the  well-tried  loyalty  and  courage  of  the  army,  the  yeomanry,  and 
the  volunteers  of  Ireland.  They  may  be  provoked,  but  they  can- 
not be  intimidated  ;  faithful  in  their  attachment  to  the  befi  of  Kings, 
their  zeal  in  his  fervice  increafes  in  proportion  as  they  find  thera- 
felves  excluded  by  treafon  from  the  pale  of  its  mercy. 

Hitherto,  gentlemen,  I  have  confined  myfelf  to  general  circum- 
fiances,  (hewing  the  primary  fact,  that  upon  the  23d  of  July  lad, 
there  exifted  a  rebellious  infurreclion  in  the  city  of  Dublin.  I  rely 
not  upon  the  notoriety  of  the  fact,  or  the  legiflative  declaration  of 
it ;  evidence  (hall  be  produced  before  you,  eftabl idling  it  beyond 
doubt,  and  having  done  fo,  nothing  more  will  be  necefTary,  with 
regard  to  the  prifoner  at  the  bar,  than  to  (hew,  that  he  aided  and 
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a  {lifted  in  it.     We  will  produce  witnefs  to  prove  that  the  prifonei' 
was  in  Thomas-ilreet  upon  that  night,  at  the  head  of  a  party,  armed 
with  a  pike,  that  he  called  upon  his  followers  to  come  on,  and  en- 
couraged them  to  affauh  the  king's  troops.      Thus  diflinguifhing 
hsmfejf  as  an  active  leader.     If  this  mall  appear  in  evidence,  you 
will  confider  it  with  calmnefs  and  deliberation.     I  have  no  doubt 
you  will  faithfully  difcharge  your  duty  to  the  prifoner  and  your 
country  ;  I  will  not  anticipate  your  verdict.     If  the  cafe  mould  be 
doubtful,  you  will  be  indulgent  to  the  prifoner,  but  if  you  are  called 
upon  for  companion,  you  will  exercife  that  which  embraces  the 
whole  body  of  the  people,  as   well  as  the  narrow  circle  of  the 
dock.    The  calm  tranquillity  which  has  fucceeded  the  23d  of  July, 
notwithftanding  the  hopes  and  predictions  of  traitors,  has  enabled 
you  at  this  day  to  enter  upon  the  inveftigation  with  becoming  com- 
|>ofure,  and  to  extend  to  the  prifoner  the  fullefl:  advantages  of  the 
Britilh  constitution.     I  wilh  you  to  do  fo,  and  I  am  happy  at  be- 
ing able  to  call  your  attention  to  the  univerfal  tranquillity  of  our  coun* 
try.     The  dorm  has  paffed  over  us,  and  the  conftitution  has  fur- 
vived.      Our  gracious   Monarch   fits  unmoved  upon    his  throne, 
his  fceptre    refcing   upon   his   people.      Contrail    your    fi tuation 
with  thofe    unhappy    countries   which    have   been    fubjugated  by 
the  arms,  or  feduced  by  the   artifices  of  France.      "  They  are 
•'  brought  down  and  fallen,  but  we  are  rifen  and  (land  upright." 
And  may  we  retain  that  proud  attitude,  until  peace  and  tranquillity 
ihall  be  reftored  to  Europe;  and  until  that  nation  which  has  been 
fo  long  employed  to  fcourge  other  countries  for  their  crimes,  fhall 
in  due  time  be  called  upon  by  the  wifdom  of  Providence  to  anfwesr 
lor  her  own. 
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DEPOSITIONS  of  WITNESSES. 


'Patrick  M'Cabe,  a  callender  by  trade,  and  who  refided  in  Francis-ftreet, 
at  the  time  of  the  infurredtion,  having  been  fworn,  proved  the  rebellious 
confpiracy ;  to  the  knowlege  of  which  he  had  been  admitted  the  preceding 
day.  He  was  alfo  of  a  party  of  infargents  who  affembled  on  the  evening  of 
the  2.3d  of  July,  at  Rainsford-ftreet ;  from  whence  they  proceeded  to  the 
depot  in  Mafs-lane,  where  fuch  as  had  not  been  previously  armed  received 
pikes,  &c.  From  thence  they  went  down  Francis-ftreet,  where,  having 
been  fired  upon  by  the  Coombe  guard,  they  fled ;  and  the  witnefs  con- 
cealed himfelf  in  Pimlico  until  the  ftrects  were  quiet,  when  he  returned 
home,  and  was  arretted  at  his  own  door  in  Francis-ftreet. 

Edward  Wilfon,  Efq.  chief  peace  officer  of  the  Work-houfe  divifion,  and 
a  magiftrate  for  the  county  of  Dublin,  being  fworn,  proved  the  general  fact 
of  the  infurrection.  On  the  evening  of  the  23d  of  July,  having  received 
information  from  the  fuperintendant  magiftrate  that  riots  were  expected, 
he^went  to  Thomas-ftreet  about  9  o'clock  at  night,  accompanied  by  eight 
peace  officers,  a  watch  conftable,  and  tw©  watchmen.  On  his  arrival  he 
perceived  an  unufual  number  of  perfons  afTembled  in  groupes  of  three  or 
four,  together,  2nd  unarmed.  They  were  of  the  working  claffes,  and  ma- 
ny appeared  as  if  come  from  the  country.  He  ordered  them  to  difperfc, 
on  which,  as  wi;h  common  confent,  they  all  went  to  Marihalfea-ailey. 
Soon  afterwards  he  heard  three  flicts  fired,  and,  thinking  the  mob  had  at- 
tacked the  Marfhalfea-prifon,  and  were  beaten  off,  he  went  with  his  party- 
down  Dirty-lane,  to  attack  them  in  the  rear,  and  meet  them  in  their  re- 
treat. When  he  arrived  there,  he  was  aftonifked  to  find  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  a  column  of  about  3  or  400  men,  with  pikes  on  their  fbeulders. 
He  called  upon  them  to  lay  down  their  arms,  or  he  would  fire  on  them. — 
They  were  furprized  to  bt  fo  accofted,  and  one  of  them,  more  forward  than 
the  reft,  a  tall  man,  muffled  in  a  great  coat,  made  a  full  thruft  with  his 
pike,  which  feverely  wounded  the  witnefs  in  the  belly,  but  who  in  the 
fame  moment  fired,  2nd  Ihot  his  affailant  dead.  Thereon  four  of  the  peace 
officers  fired  aifo,  and  killed  two  or  three  of  the  rebels. — This  threw  then* 
into  fome  confuiion  in  the  front,  but  they  ibon  recovered,  and,  as  the 
witnefs  and  his  party  were  retreating  towards  Thomas-ftreet,  they  opened 
right  and  left,  and  fired  upon  them  from  the  rere,  and  killed  one  watch- 
man, whom  they  treated  in  the  moft  brutal  manner,  (tabbing  him  with  their 
pikes,  and  jumping  with  favage  ferocity  upon  his  body.  When  the  witnefs 
got  intp  Thomas-ftreet,  having  the  cover  of  a  corner  houfe,  he  halted  the 
peace  officers,  thinking  to  have  another  fhot  at  the  infurgents,  but  they  did 
not  piufue.  By  the  help  of  the  peace  officers  the  witnefs  got  to  Newmar- 
feet  watch-houie  on  the  Coombe,  from  whence  he  difpatched  a  raeffage  to 
the  Coombe  and  Cork-ftrect  barracks,  to  apprife  the  army  there  of  what 
had  taken  place.  Having  re-loaded,  he  gave  the  command  of  the  party  to 
an  old  foldier  among  the  watchmen,  and  went  to  New-ftreet,  wjiere  he 
lived.  He  called  upon  Mr.  Juftiee  Bell,  who  had  a  corporal's  guard  of  foldi- 
ers  under  his  command ;  and  Mr.  Bell  planted  centinels  on  the  road — They 
took  feveral  prifoners  that  night,  during  the  whole  of  which  the  witnefs 
eonti&ued  on  duty. 

Lieutenant  Felix  Brady,  of  the  sift  Royal  Fufileers,  being  fworn,  de- 
pofed,  that  on  the  night  of  the  23  d  July  he  was  proceeding  from  Cork- 
tfcreet  barracks  with  a  party  of  between  40  and  50  men  under  his  com- 
Hiand,  to  acquaint  Gel  Browne,  who  lodged  013  Ufher's-ifl&ad,  that  there 

was 
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was  a  mob  in  the  city,  and  that  the  drum  had  beat  to  arms.  On  coming 
into  Thomas-ftreet,  the  narrow  end  near  James's  Gate,  he  met  a  man  with 
a  pike  in  his  hand,  in  the  middle  of  the  ftreet,  who,  on  being  feized,  made 
a  great  noife,  on  which  a  bottle  was  thrown  from  a  window  on  the  left, 
among  the  witnefs's  men ;  and  from  an  entry  on  the  right  a  fhot  was  fired, 
which  wounded  one  of  the  party,  of  which  wound  he  afterwards  died. 
Hearing  an  huzza,  and  a  noife  of  the  feet  of  men  approaching  him,  he 
made  his  party  fix  bayonets,  and  prime  and  load,  and  forming  them  into 
fubdivificns,  he  ordered  the  fine  fubdivilion  to  fire.  The  night  was  very 
dark,  but  from  the  light  of  the  firing,  he  law  men  armed  with  pikes,  as  he 
afterwards  found  them  to  be,  tkough  they  then  appeared  to  have  been  white 
ftaves.  After  the  fir  ft  volley,  he  ordered  his  men  to  keep  up  an 
independent  fire,  (thai  is,  each  to  fire,  and  load  as  fafc  as  he  could)  and 
the  infurgents  fled  m  aii  directions.  As  he  proceeded  down  the  ftreet,  he 
found  fix  men  dead,  and  one  dying,  and  found  a  number  of  pikes  upon  the 
ground.  Two  men  were  taken  with  pikes  in  their  hands,  one  of  whom  was 
the  prifoner  Kearny,  whom  the  witnefs  identified ;  they  were  brought  to 
General  Fox,  after  depofiting  the  wounded  foldier  in  James"s-ftreet  bar- 
rack. The  witnefs  and  his  party  found  a  trunk  in  the  ftreet,  with  the 
name"  Cornet  Cole,"  upon  it;  and  they  found  a  private  of  the  16th  dra- 
goons, dying  ot  pike  wounds  at  the  head  of  Dirty-lane,  called  alfo  Bridge- 
foot  ftreet.  The  crofs  examination  of  this  witnefs  produced  no  contradic- 
tion of  his  direel;  evidence ;  and  he  added,  that  the  prifoner  made  every 
exertion  to  efcape,  and  did  not  appear  in  liquor. 

Corporal  Ja?nes  Stott,  of  the  fame  regiment,  being  fwern,  depofed  that 
having  been  on  the  left  of  the  fubdivifions  of  Lieutenant  Brady's  party,  he 
afiiftcd  to  feize  the  prifoner,  who  had  a  pike  in  his  hand,  which  he  threw 
away  immediately  on  being  feized. — He  alfo  heard  him  encouraging  the  re- 
bels to  advance  on  the  army,  and  crying  out,  "  Royal  pikenien,  charge 
"  them,  here  they  come !" 

Lieutenant  Wheeler  Cmltmany  of  the  9th  regiment  of  foot,  fworn ;  de- 
pofed that,  having  heard  that  the  city  was  to  have  been  attacked  by  a  band 
of  armed  rebels,  he  went  on  the  night  of  the  23d  July,  accompanied  by  a 
fergeant  and  1 1  privates  of  the  Barrack  divifion  of  yeomanry,  a  fergeant 
and  two  men  of  the  9th  regiment,  and  eight  or  ten  volunteers  in  coloured 
clothes,  to  BridgToot-ftreet,  otherwife  Dirty-lane.  Near  Bonham-ftreet 
they  faw  a  large  frame  of  timber  acrofs  the  ftreet,  which  on  examining  was 
found  to  be  filled  with  powder,  and  calculated,  on  explofion,  to  fiy  in  all 
directions  and  do  great  mifchief  either  to  infantry  or  cavalry.  They  found  a 
limilar  frame  of  timber  acrofs  Bonham  ftreet,  which  having  removed,  they 
proceeded  to  Mafs-lane,  where,  by  the  light  of  a  flambeau  and  lantern, 
they  faw  a  great  number  of  pikers  piled  againft  the  wail,  and  apparently 
thrown  from  a  building  which  had  the  words  "  Malt  Stores,"  upon  the 
doors  of  the  fecond  ftory.  Having  fet  a  ladder,  the  witnefs  and  others  of 
the  party  entered  the  malt  ftores.  The  firft  thing  he  found  was  a  bundle  of 
remarkable  good  flints.  On  further  fearch  he  difcovered  about  30,009 
rounds  of  bail  cartridge,  made  up  cf  parcels  of  20  each;  a  great  number 
of  hand  grenades  made  of  fhort  bottles  like  ink  bottles,  filled  with  powder, 
enclofed  with  canvafs  and  buck  {hot,  and  then  covered  with  clay ;  there 
were  alfo  a  quantity  of  bottle  fhot,  the  fize  of  champaigne  bottles.  He 
found  feveral  thoufancs  of  the  proclamations  from  the  provifional 
government,  as  if  wet  from  the  prefs;  and  fome  proclamations  alfo 
of  a  fmaller  fie.  They  defcended  by  a  fmall  ladder  into  another 
room,  where  witnefs  found  pieces  of  white  kerfeymere,  fuch  as  fmall  cloths 
and  pantaloons  are  made  of;  fome  green  uniforms  with  white  edging, 
and  a  place  as  if  perfons  hadflept  there. — One  coat  was  very  fully  trimmed, 
with  gold  lace,  and  there  was  a  large  military  cocked  hat;   there  were  fe= 
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Veral  flags,  not  very  military,  but  of  that  nature ;  they  wire  green,  with 
white  edging ;  a  quantity  of  loofe  powder  was  upon  the  floor,  it  encircled 
his  fhoes  nearly  up  to  the  ancles ;  there  were  boxes  of  ball  cartridge,  and 
boxes  of  powder  aifo. 

When  it  became  day  light  they  found  behind  a  narrow  partition  which 
had  been  newly  built,  and  extended  fome  yards  from  the  original  wall,  a 
great  number  of  pikes,  about  7000.  There  was  more  powd?r  lying  loofe 
on  another  floor,  and  on  the  lower  floor  the  witnefs  found  a  great  quantity 
of  bread  frefh  and  hot  from  the  oven.  This  concluded  the  material  points 
of  Lieutenant  Coultman's  evidence. 

Serjeant  Thomas  Rice,  of  the  fame  regiment  with  the  preceding  witnefs, 
fworn. — Identified  one  of  the  proclamations  of  the  provifional  government 
which  he  found  in  the  rebel  depot.  The  following  paragraph  from  the 
proclamation  was  then  read,  in  proof  of  the  rebellious  object  of  the  confpi- 
racy  and  infnrreclion. 

"  In  calling  on  our  countrymen  to  come  forward,  we  feel  ourfelves 
,{  bound,  at  the  fame  time,  to  juftify  our  claim  to  their  confidence  by  a  pre- 
**  cife  declaration  of  our  own  views.  We  therefore  folemnly  declare,  that 
"  our  object  is,  to  efrablifh  a  free  and  independent  republic  in  Ireland." 

Richard  Coivley,  a  watch  conftabie,  fworn ; — depofed,  that  his  watch, 
houfe  in  Vicar-fireet  was  attacked  twice  on  the  evening  of  the  23d  July. 
In  the  ccurfe  of  that  evening  Lord  Kilwarden  was  brought  to  the  watch 
houfe  wounded.  They  were  afraid,  at  firitk  to  open  the  door,  thinking  it 
was  a  decoy  ;  but  when  he  faid  he  was  Lord  Kilwarden,  they  let  him  in. 
They  got  fome  warm  blankets,  fheets,  and  a  pillow,  and  put  him  upon 
them.  He  was  wounded  very  much,  and  about  the  head;  and  was  bleed- 
ing very  much.  While  in  this  ftate,  and  yet  alive,  Maior  Swan  came  into 
the  watch  houfe  and  faid,  "  That  the  villains  fhould  be  hanged." — On  which 
his  Lordfhip  defired  him, — '■'•Not  to  hang  them,  hut  to  give  them  the  bene' 
"  ft  of  the  la<w,  and  a  trial ;" — cr  fomething  to  that  efrecl;.  In  the  ftate  in 
which  they  were  then,  the  witnefs  could  not  exactly  remember  the  words. 
His  Lordfhip  died  in  a  few  minutes  afterwards. 

Lieutenant  Sti-wart  Hume  Douglas,  of  the  21ft  regiment,  fworn.  Die- 
pofed,  that  he  was  Rationed  on  the  23d  July  at  the  barrack  on  the  Coombe, 
and  about  10  o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  rebels  came  in  a  great  body,  and 
made  a  charge  upon  his  men.  Three  of  them  approached  firft,  and  fired 
on  his  party,  hy  which  two  men  were  wounded.  The  witnefs  then  ordered 
his  men  to  fire  upon  the  rebels,  and  he  heard  the  voice  of  fome  perfoft 
urging  them  forward,  but  they  did  not  feem  to  wifli  it,  upon  which  he 
gave  them  another  volley  ;  they  retreated,  and  he  gave  them  a  third  vol- 
ley as  they  turned  the  corner  of  Francis-ftreet,  through  which  they  all 
made  off.     After  this,  they  found  four  men  dead  upon  the  ground. 

Thomas  Moorhead  fworn.  He  had  been  poftillion  to  the  late  Lord  Kil- 
warden, and  drove  his  carriage  on  the  night  of  the  23d  July  from  New- 
lands,  his  Lcrdfliip's  country  houfe,  until  they  came  to  town,  about  half 
paft  nine  o'clock.  In  the  carriage,  alfo  were,  the  Reverend  Richard  Wolfe, 
his  Lordfhip's  nephew,  and  Mils  Wolfe.  When  they  came  into  Thomas- 
ftreet,  the  carriage  was  flopped  by  a  great  many  men,  armed  with  pikes, 
piftols,  and  blunderbuffes  ;  and  when  they  opened  the  door,  they  cried  out 
that  thev  had  Lord  Kilwarden. — The  ladv  thev  took  out,  and  bid  her  £0 
about  her  bufinefs.  His  Lordfhip  was  unwilling  to  quit  the  carriage,  but  af- 
ter a  little  time,  they  dragged  him  out,  and  dabbed  him,  and  ltruck  him 
on  the  head ; — the  witnefs  heard  his  Lordfhip  repeatedly  call  for  mercy, 
but  in  vain ;  and  they  were  fighting  among  themfelves  to  try  loho  could  get 
the  tnojl  blows  at  him, — He  fell  there.  The  witnefs  faw  Mr.  Richard 
Wolfe  run  away,  purfued  by  men  with  pikes ;  but  he  did  not  fee  him  again. 

until 
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UAtti  tile  next  morning,  when  he  faw  him  dead.— The  witnefs  was  thets 
fuffered  to  drive  off  the  carriage. 

Here  the  cafe  was  clofed  for  the  crown.  Mr.  C.  Ball  dated  the  cafe  for 
the  prifoner,  who  made  no  other  defence  but  character,  to  which  fome 
witneffes  were  examined,,  but  who  could  fay  nothing  with  refpect  to  his 
loyalty.  Lord  Norbury,  with  great  minutenefs  and  impartiality,  charged 
the  jury,  who  retired  for  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  then  returned  a 
Verdict. — Guilty.  The  prifoner  received  immediate  fentence  of  death,  and 
was  executed  the  next  day  in  Thomas-ftreet,  oppofite  to  Dirty -lane. 

Kearney  had  been  a  hawker  of  fkins,  and  lived  in  Watling-ftreet. 


On  Thurfday,  the  ift  September,  was  tried  Themets  Maxtvel  Roche,  whs> 
proved  to  have  been  the  firfb  man  whom  Lieut.  Brady  and  party  met  in 
Thomas-ftreet  on  the  23d  July.  On  being  taken  into  cuftody,  he  ftruggled 
hard  to  effect  his  efcape.  Nearly  the  fame  chain  of  evidence  was  adduced 
as  on  the  preceding  trial. 

Lieut.  Coultman,  in  his  teftimony,  added  to  the  account  which  he  had 
before  given  of  the  contents  of  the  rebel  depot,  6000  rounds  more  of  ball 
cartridge,  fome  fky  rockets,  without  flicks,  and  feveral  boards,  nine  feet 
long,  ftudded  with  long  nails, .  which,  placed  in  the  ftreets,  would  lame 
either  cavalry  or  iiifantry. 

The  charge  was  brought  home  to  the  prifoner  in  the  cleareft  manner- 
he  made  no  defence  but  that  of  character — and  the  Jury,  after  about  five 
minutes  conii deration,  brought  in  a  verdict  of  conviclion.  Sentence  was 
immediately  paffed  by  Mr.  Juftice  Finucane^  ahd  the  criminal  was  executed 
*be  next  day  in  Thomas-ftreet. — Roche  was  a  working  flater  by  trade,  and 
appears  to  have  been  ftationed  on  the  night  of  the  infurreetion  as  an  ad= 
"anced  poll  of  the  rebels. 


Given  Kimvan  was  tried  the  fame  day.  After  fome  previous  evidence  to* 
prove  the  general  fact  of  the  infurreetion  and  its  object, 

Benjamin  Adams  was  fworn.  He  proved  that  on  the  evening  of  the  23d 
July,  as  he  was  looking  out  of  his  window,  which  was  nearly  oppofite  to  the 
prisoner's  houfe  in  Plunket-ftreet,  he  faw  the  prifoner,  who  was  an  old - 
clothes-man, go  very  often  up  Plunket-ftreet,  towards  Thomas-ftreet,  with  a 
green  bag  in  his  hand,  which  appeared,  on  his  going,  nearly  full,  but  was 
always  empty  on  his  return.  Several  men  collected  at  the  prisoner's  houfe, 
a_nd  as  the  prifoner  was  difcourfing  with  another  man  at  his  own  door,  the 
witnefs  faw  a  rocket,  which  came  from  towards  Thomas-ftreet,  clear  over 
Plunket-ftreet,  and  when  the  prifoner  faw  it,  he  took  off  his  hat,  and  cried 
out,  "  there  is  the  rocket,  my  boys  i" — He  then  returned  into  his  fhop, 
where  his  wife  was  (landing — he  had  a  green  frock  coat  on  him,  which  fhe 
made  him  take  off,  handing  him  a  cotton  jacket,  which  he  put  on ;  after 
which  he  armed  himfelf  with  a  pike,  faying,  "  God's  blood,  boys,  turn  out 
- — the  town  is  our  own  to-night ;"  adding  thefe  words  :  "  any  man  that 
ekes  not  turn  out  to-night  "will  furely  he  put  ts  death  to-morr«zu"  The  pri- 
foner and  his  party,  confiding  of  about  eight  or  ten  men,  and  all  armed 
with  pikes,  then  ran  up  the  ftreet,  and  turned  the  corner  towards  Thomas- 

i  l,    The  witnefs  did  not  fee  him  again  that  night. 
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John  Adams,  father  of  the  preceding  witnefs,  fvvore  that  on  the  night  of 
the  23d,  about  a  quarter  pafl  9  o'clock,  as  he  was  nailing  up  fome  boards  at 
a  cellar  in  Plunket-ftreet,  he  faw  fome  men  with  pikes,  whom  at  firft  he 
fuppofed  were  watchmen.  A  woman  took  him  by  the  fleeve,  and  pulling 
him  into  his  own  houfe,  followed  him,  faying,  that  "  they  would  all  be 
maffacred  that  night,"  adding,  that  "  that  was  his  time  to  efcape."  He 
flew  up  flairs,  looked  out  of  the  window,  and  law  a  number  of  pikemen— - 
he  heard  a  man  defire  w  all  the  boys  to  turn  out  to  arms,"  and  thought  he 
would  be  killed.  His  wife  defired  him  to  efcape,  and  leave  her  to  the  mercy 
of  the  world.  He  accordingly  went  on  the  roof  of  the  houfe,  through  a 
dormant  window,  where  he  found  five  or  fix  men,  who  fought  concealment 
like  himfelf,  and  there  they,  in  the  valley  of  the  roof,  lay  till  near  one 
o'clock.  The  witnefs  did  not  fee  the  prifoner  afterwards  for  a  week,  and 
he  never  before  recolledted  the  prifoner  having  been  fo  long  from  home. 

Lieut.  Douglas,  who  was  alfo  examined  on  this  trial,  in  addition  to  his 
former  teftimony  ftated,  that  on  arsiving  with  his  party  at  the  top  of 
Meath-ftreet,  near  Thomas-ftreet,  he  faw  in  Thomas-ftreet,  about  200  men 
drawn  up  with  pikes  on  their  thoulders  ;  he  then  halted  his  men,  and  afked 
Juftice  Drury,  who  accompanied  him,  permiillon  to  fire,  which  he  refufed. 
The  witnefs  and  his  men  repeated  the  requeft  feveral  times.  The  rebels 
brought  their  pikes  to  the  charge,  and  after  great  entreaty,  and  another 
large  mob  collecting  in  Lieut.  Douglafs's  rear,  the  Magiftrate  permitted  him 
to  advance,  but  defired  him  not  to  fire,  as  it  was  not  in  his  diftridl.  When 
the  witnefs  got  leave  to  advance,  many  of  the  infurgents  threw  down  their 
pikes,  which  created  fome  confufion  among  the  reft,  and  they  retreated 
towards  the  market-houfe  in  Thomas-ftreet.  One  man  about  60  or  70  years 
old,  made  an  attempt  with  a  pike  upon  the  foldiery,  on  which  they  threw 
tip  his  pike  with  their  arms,  knocked  him  down,  and  piked  him  with  his 
own  pike.  The  party  then  proceeded  as  far  as  the  .market-houfe,  where 
they  difperfed  great  numbers  of  people  armed  with  pikes,  and  drove  them 
from  the  market-houfe  out  through  the  pillars  ;  collecting  at  the  fame  time 
between  40  and  50  pikes,  which  they  brought  away.  Upon  getting  out  of 
the  market-houfe,  the  witnefs  afked  Mr.  Drury  where  he  intended  taking 
hkn  ?  whoanfwered,  clown  to  his  own  barrack,  where  he  would  allow  him 
to  fire  if  attacked.  They  then  returned  to  the  barrack  on  the  Coombe, 
where  what  happened  has  already  been  detailed  in  the  former  evidence  of 
Lieut.  Douglafs.  The  witnefs  faid,  that  a  gentleman  afTured  him  that  he 
faw  the  rebels,  after  being  repulfed  by  the  fire  from  the  Coombe  guard3 
carry  away  14  or  15  dead  bodies  up  Francis-ftreet. — On  his  crofs-examina- 
tion  he  faid,  that  the  Magiftrate  did  not  continue  with  him  during  the 
fight,  or  give  any  word,  but  went  into  his  own  houfe  as  foon  as  the  attack 
was  made  by  the  rebels. 

The  cafe  being  clofed  for  the  Crown, 

Mr.  Curran,  on  the  part  of  the  prifoner,  addreffed  the  Court  and  the  Jury 
as  follows. 


He  faid,  that  it  had  become  his  duty  to  flate  to  the  court  and 
jury,  the  defence  of  the  prifoner.  He  faid  he  had  been  chofen  for 
that  very  unpleafant  tafk,  without  his  concurrence  or  knowledge ; 
but  as  foon  as  he  was  apprifed  of  it,  he  accepted  it  without  hefita- 
tion.  To  affift  an  human  being  labouring  under  the  moft  awful  of 
all  filiations,  trembling  in  the  dreadful  alternative  of  honourable  life, 
©r  ignominious  death,  was  what  no  man,    worthy  of  the  name, 

D  2  could 


(       20      ) 

could  refufe  to  man — but  it  would  be  peculiarly  bafe  in  any  perfoB 
who  had  the  honour  of  wearing  the  king's  gown,  to  leave  the  king's 
fuhject  undefended,  until  a  fentence  pronounced  upon  him  had 
fhewn  that  neither  in  fact  nor  in  law  could  any  defence  avail  him. 
He  could  not,  however,  but  confefs,  that  he  felt  no  fmail  confola- 
tion  when  he  compared  his  prefent  with  his  former  fituation  upon 
firailar  occafions — In  thofe  fad  times  to  which  he  alluded,  it  was 
frequently  his  fate  to  come  forward  to  the  fpot  where  he  then  ilood, 
with  a  body  linking  under  infirmity  and  difeafe,  and  a  mind  broken 
with  the  confcioufnefs  of  public  calamity,  created  and  exafperated 
by  public  folly.  It  had  pleafed  Heaven  that  he  fhould  live  to  furvive 
both  thefe  afflictions,  and  he  was  grateful  to  its  mercy.    "  I  now,  faid 

he,  come  here  through  a  compofed  arid  quiet  city 1  read  no  ex- 

prefFon  in  any  face,  but  fuch  as  mark  the  ordinary  feelings  of  focial 
life,  or  the  various  characters  of  civil  occupation- — I  fee  no  frightful 
fpectscle  of  infuriated  po^er,  or  fuffering  humanity — I  fee  no  tor- 
tures—I hear  no  lhrieks — I  no  longer  fee  the  human  heart  char'd 

in  the  flame  of  its  own  vile  and  paltry  paflions >. — black  and  blood- 

lefs  -capable  only  of  catching  and  communicating  that  detrac- 
tive fire  by  which  it  devours,  ani  is  itfelf  devoured.— — I  no  lon- 
ger behold  the  ravages  of  that  odious  bigotry  by  which  we  were  de- 
formed, and  degraded,  and  difgraced — —-a  bigotry  againfl  whick 
no  honeft  man  fhould  mifs  an  opportunity  of  putting  his  countrymen 

of  all  feels  and  defcriptions  upon  their  guard. It  is  the  accurfed 

and  promifcuons  progeny  of  fervile  hypocrify,  of  remcrfelefs  luft  of 

power,  ofinfatiate  thirll  of  gain labouring  for  the  detraction  of 

man  under  the  fpecious  pretences  of  religion- he.r  banner  flolen 

from  the  altar  of  God,  and  her  allies  congregated  from  the  abyiTes 
of  hell      She  acts  by  votaries  to  be  retrained  by  no  compunctions  of 

humanity for  they  are  dead  to  mercy  ;  to  be  reclaimed  by  no 

voice  of  reafon for  refutation  is  the  bread  on  which  their  folly 

feeds — they  are  outlawed  alike  from  their  fpecies  and  their  Creator 
■the  object  of  their  crime  is  focial  life ;  and  the  wages  of  their 
fin  is  focial  death for  although  it  may  happen  that  a  guilty  indi- 
vidual fhould  efcape  from  the  law  that  he  has  broken,  it  cannot  be 

fo  with  nations their  guilt  is  too  extenfive  and  unwieldy  for 

fuch  efcape — —they  may  rex!  allured  that  Providence  has  in  the  na- 
tural 
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Sural  caufes  and  their  efFe&s,  eftablifhed  a  fyflem  of  retributive  juf- 
tice  by  which  the  crimes  of  nations  are  fooner  or  later  avenged  by 
their  own  inevitable  confequences.  But  that  hateful  bigotry — that 
baneful  difcord  that  fired  the  heart  of  man,  and  {reeled  it  againft:  his 
brother,  has  fled  at  laft^  and  I  truft  for  ever.  Even  in  this  melan- 
choly place  1  feel  myfelf  reftored  and  recreated  by  breathing  the 

mild  atmofphere  of  juftice,  mercy,  and  humanity 1  feel  I  am 

addrefling  the  parental  authority  of  the  law- — -I  feel  I  am  addrefs- 
ing  a  jury  of  my  countrymen,  my  fellow-fubje&s,  and  my  fcllow- 

chriflians- againfl:  whom  my  heart  is  waging  no  concealed  holli- 

lity from  whom  my  face  is  difguifing  no  latent  fentiment  of  re- 

pugnance   or  difguft.     1   have  not  now   to  touch  the   high-raifed 

firings  of  any  angry  paflions  in  thofe  that  hear  me —nor  have  I 

the  terror  of  thinking  that  if  thofe  firings  cannot  be  fnapt  by  the 
ilroke,  they  will  be  only  provoked  into  a  more  inftigated  vibra- 
tion." 

Mr.  Curran  then  proceeded  to  obferve,  that  this  happy  change  in 
the  minds  and  feelings  of  all  men  was  the  natural  confequence  of 
that  fyfrern  of  mildnefs  and  good  temper  which  had  been  recently 
adopted,  and  which  he  ftrongly  exhorted  the  jury  to  imitate,  and 

to  improve  upon that  they  might  thereby  demonstrate  to  our- 

felves,  to  Great  Britain,  and  to  the  enemy,  that  we  were  not  that 
afTemblage  of  fiends  which  we  had  been  alleged  to  be —  unworthy 
of  the  ordinary  privilege  of  regular  juftice,  or  the  lenient  treatment 
of  a  merciful  government. — 'He  faid,  it  was  of  the  utmoft  import- 
ance to  be  on  their  guarc1  againft  the  wicked  and  mifchievous  repre- 
fentation  of  the  circumftances  which  called  them  then  together— 
they  ought  not  to  take  from  any  unauthenticated  report,  thofe  fails 
which  they  could  have  directly  from  fworn  evidence.  He  had 
heard  much  of  the  dreadful  extent  of  the  confpiracy  againft  this 
country— of  the  narrow  efcape  of  the  government.  They  now 
faw  the  fact  as  it  was.  By  the  judicious  adoption  of  a  mild  and  con- 
ciliatory fyftem  of  conduct:,  what  was  fix  years  ago  a  formidable 
rebellion,  had  now  dwindled  down  to  a  drunken  riotous  infurrection 
— -difgraced,  certainly,  by  fome  odious  atrocities — its  objects, 
whatever  they  were,  no  doubt,  highly  criminal ;  but,  as  an  attack 
upon  the  ftate,  of  the  moft  contemptible  infignificance.— He  did 

not 
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not  wonder,  that  the  patrons  of  burning  and  torture  mould  be  vexed 
that  their  favourite  inftruments  v/ere  not  employed  in  recruiting  for 
the  rebellion.     He  had  no  doubt,  but  that  had   they  been  fo  era- 
ployed,  the  effect  would  have  followed ;  and  that  an  odious,  drun- 
ken infurreclion,  would  have  been  eafily  fwelled  into  a  formidable 
rebellion — nor  was  it  ftrange,  that  perfons  fo  mortified,  mould  vent 
themfelves  in  wanton  exaggerated  mifreprefentation,   and  in  unme- 
rited cenfure — in  flandering  the  nation  in  the  perfon  of  tlie  viceroy 
«■*- — and  the  viceroy  in  the  character  of  the  nation — and  that  they 
fhould  do  fo,  without  coniidering  that  they  were  weakening  the  com- 
mon refources  againil  common  danger,  by  making  the  different  parts 
of  the  empire  odious  to  each  other  ;  and  by  holding  out  to  the  ene- 
my, and  falfely  holding  out,  that  we  were  too  much  abforbed  in  ci- 
vil difcord,  to  be  capable  of  effectual  refinance.     In  making  this 
obfervation,  he  faid  his  wifh  was  merely  to  refute  flander  upon  his 
country.     He  had  no  pretenfions  to  be  the  vindicator  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  whofe  perfon  he  did  not  know  that  he  had 
ever  feen  ;  at  the  fame  time,  he  faid,  that  when  he  was  fo  neceffa- 
rily  forced  upon  the  fubje£t,  he  felt  no  difpofition  to  conceal  the  ref- 
pect  and  fatisfaction  with  which  he  faw  the  King's  reprefentative 
comport  himfelf  as  he  did,  at  a  period  of  no  little  anxiety,  though 
of  no  confiderable  danger,  if  we  may  believe  the  evidence  we  hare 
heard.     He  thought  it  was  a  proof  of  his  Excellency's  firmnefs 
and  good  fenfe,  not  to  difcredit  his  own  opinion  of  his  confidence 
in  the  public  fafety,  by  any  ofcentatious  difplay  of  unnecefTary  open 
preparation  ;  and  he  thought  he  did  himfelf  equal  honour  by  pre- 
ferving  his  ufual  temper,  and  not  fuffering  himfelf  to  be  exafperated 
by  the  event,  when  it  did  happen,  into  the  adoption  of  any  violent 
or  precipitate  meafures.     Perhaps  he  (Mr.  Curran)  might  even  be 
excufed,  if  he  confeffed  that  he  v/as  not  wholly  free  from  fomepro- 
feflional  vanity,  when  he  faw  that  the  defcendant  of  a  great  lawyer 
was  capable  of  remembering,  what,  without  the  memory  of  fuch  an 
example,  he  perhaps  might  not  have  done ;  that  even  in  the  moment 
of  peril,  the  law  is  the  bell  fafeguard  of  the  ccnftitution.     At  ail 
events,    he    felt,    that   a    man  who   at   all  times   had    fo  freely 
cenfured  the  extravagances  of  power  and  force  as  he  had  done,  was 
juftified,  if  not  bound,  by  the  confiftency  of  character,  to  give  the 
fair  atteftatiojj  of  his  opinion  to  the  cxercife  of  wifdom  and  humanity 

whereveff 
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wherever  he  found  them;  whether-in  a  friend  &r  s.  Granger.  He 
hoped,  he  faid,  that  thefe  preliminary  obfervations  were  not  wan- 
tonly and  irrelevantly  delaying  them  from  the  queflion  which  they 
were  to  try,  and  which  he  was  ready  to  enter  into  ;  but  there  (till 
remained  a  circumflance  to  be  obferved  upon  for  a  moment  before 
they  entered  upon  the  real  fubject  of  their  enquiry,  the  guilt  or  in- 
nocence of  the  prifoner  ;  the  fact  that  had  been  fo  impreffedly  ftated ; 
the  never  to  be  too  much  lamented  fare  of  that  excellent  man,  Lord 
Kilwarden — (and  here  Mr,  Curran  drew  a  character  of  him,  as 
marked  by  the  moft  fcrupulous  anxiety  for  juflice,  and  by  the  mild- 
eft  and  tenderefl  feelings  of  humanity)— -but,  laid  he,  let  us  not 
wantonly  (lander  the  character  of  the  nation  by  giving  any  counte- 
nance to  the  notion,  that  all  the  horror  of  fech  a  crime  could  be  ex- 
tended further  than  the  actual  perpetration  of  the  deed.  The  gene- 
ral indignation,  the  tears  that  were  fhed  at  the  fad  news  of  his  fate, 
fhew  that  we  are  not  that  neft  of  demons  on  whom  any  general  flig- 
ma  could  attach  from  fuch  an  event ;  the  wicked  wretch  himfelf, 
perhaps,  has  cut  off  the  very  man,  through  whofe  humanity  he 
might  have  efcaped  the  confequences  of  other  crimes  ;  and  by  an  hi.. 
deous  aggravation  of  his  guilt,  has  given  another  motive  to  Provi- 
dence to  trace  the  murderer's  fteps,  and  fecure  the  certainty  of  his 
punifhment ;  but  on  this  occafion  the  jury  (hould  put  it  out  of  their 
minds,  and  think  nothing  of  that  valuable  man,  fave  his  laft  advice, 
"  That  no  perfon  mould  perifh  but  by  the  juft  fentence  of  the  Jaw," 
and  that  advice  he  hoped  they  would  honour,  not  by  idlepraife,  but 
by  (Irict  obfervance. 

Mr.  Curran  now  proceeded  to  ftate  the  charge  in  the  indictment, 
and  the  evidence  adduced,  and  contended  that  the  teftimony  (hewed 

do  fact  of  conlpiracy — no  adopted  object  of  treafon no  actual 

attack- no  number  of  perfons  engaged  that  could  poffibly  be  ade- 

c.uate  to  the  accomplifhment  of  fuch  an  object.  He  ftrongly  repro- 
bated the  idea  of  acting  upon  what  was  called,  notoriety  of  rebel- 
lion——notoriety  was  at  belt  another  name  for  reputation,  which 
could  not,  even  by  law,  be  given  in  evidence  in  any  criminal  cafe, 
and  which  a  fortiori  could  not  fuftain  a  verdict  of  conviction  ;  but, 
he  faid,  if  the  actual  evidence  of  the  guilt  was  thus  weak,  it  was 
not  unfair  to  confider  the  probability  of  fuch  a  confpiracy  at  the  pre- 
fent  time.  It  was  clear  from  the  evidence  that  it  could  not  be  im- 
puted 
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puted  to  any  fe#,  or  party,  or  faction  ;  becaufe  no  feci  or  faction 
could  fail,  had  they  acted  in  it,  of  engaging  one  hundred  times  the 
number  of  deluded  inftru'rnents  in  their  defign.  We  may  then  fairly 
afk,  is  it  likely  the  country  at  large,  fetting  even  apart  all  moral 
tie  of  duty,  or  allegiance,  or  the  difficulty,  or  the  danger,  could 
fee  any  motive  or  interefc  to  recommend  to  them  the  meafure  of  fe- 
parating  from  England,  or  fraternizing  with  France  i  Whether 
there  was  any  description  of  men  in  Ireland  who  could  expect  any 
advantage  from  fuch  a  change  ?  And  this  reafoning,  he  faid,  was 
more  pertinent  to  the  queflien,  becaufe  politics  were  not  now,  as 
heretofore,  a  dead  fcience,  in  a  dead  language  ;  they  had  now  be- 
come the  fubject  of  the  day,  vernacular,  and  univerfal,  and  the  rc- 
pofe  which  the  late  fyftem  of  Irifh  government  had  given  the  people 
for  reflection,  had  enabled  them  to  confider  their  own  condition., 
and^  what  they,  or  any  other  country  could  have  to  hope  from 
France,  or  raiher  from  its  prefent  matter.  Pie  faid,  he  fcorned 
to  allude  to  that  perfonage  merely  to  fcold  or  to  revile  him  ;  un- 
meaning obloquy  may  fiicw  that  we  dc  not  love  the  objecl,  but  cer- 
tainly that  we  do  not  fear  him.*— — — He  then  adverted  to  the  pre- 
fent condition  of  Bonaparte  ;  a  flranger an  ufurper getting 

pofTcflion  of  a  numerous,  proud,  volatile,  and   capricious    people; 

getting  that  pofTefficn  by  military  force able  to  hold  it  only  by 

force;  to  fecure  his  power  he  found,  or  thought  he  found  it  necefTa- 
ry  to  aholifh  all  religious  eflablifhrnents,  as  well  as  all  fliadow  of 
freedom'.  He  had  completely  fubjugated  all  the  adjoining  nations. 
"  Now,  faid  Mr.  Curran,  it  is  clear,  that  there  are  but  two  modes 
of  holding  dates,  or  the  members  of  the  fame  (late  together,  namely, 

community  of  intereft,  or  predominance  of  force the  former  is 

the  natural  bond  of  the  Britifh  empire  ;  their  interefts,  their  hopes, 
their  dangers  can  be  no  other  than  one  and  the  fame,  if  they  are 
not  ftupidly  blind  to  their  own  fituation ;  and  ftupidly  blind 
indeed  they  muff,  be,  and  juftly  mud:  they  incur  the  inevitable 
conferences  of  that  blindnefs  and  ftupidity,  if  they  have  not  forti- 
tude and  magnanimity  enough  to  lay  afide  thofe  mean  and  narrow 
jealoufies  which  have  hitherto  prevented  that  community  of  intereft 
and  unity  of  effort,  by  which  alone  we  can  ftand,  and  without  which, 
we  muft  fall  together.  But  force  only  can  hold  the  acquisitions  of 
the  Firft  Conful  5— -what  community  of  intereft  can  he  have  with 

1  the 
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the  different  nations  that  he  has  fubdued  and  plundered  ?  Clearly 
none.  Can  he  venture  to  eflablifh  any  regular  and  protected  fyftem 
of  religion  araongft  them  ?  Wherever  he  erected  an  altar,  he  would 
fct  up  a  monument  of  condemnation  and  reproach  upon  thofe  wild 
and  fantaflic  fpeculations  fy.hich  he  is  pleafed  to  dignify  with  the 
name  of  philofophy,  hut  which  other  men,  perhaps,  becaufe  they 
are  endowed  with  a  lefs  afpiring  intellect,  conceive  to  be  a  defpe- 
rate  anarchical  atheifm,  giving  to  every  man  a  difpenfing  power  for 
the  gratification  of  his  paffions,  teaching  him  that  he  may  be  a  rebel 
to  his  cenfcience  with  advantage,  and  to  his  God  with  impunity. 
JuH:  as  foon  would  the  government  of  Britain  venture  to  difplay  the 
crefcent  in  their  churches,  as  an  honorary  member  of  all  faiths,  to 
fhew  any  reverence  to  the  crofs  in  his  dominions.  Apply  the  fame 
reafoning  to  liberty  : — can  he  venture  to  give  any  reafonable  portion 
of  it  to  his  fubjects  at-home,  or  his  vafTals  abroad  ?  The  anfwer  is 
obvious  ;  fuftained  merely  by  military  force,  his  unavoidable  policy 
is  to  make  the  army  every  thing,  and  the  people  nothing.  If  he 
ventured  to  elevate  his  foldiers  into  citizens,  and  his  wretched  fub- 
jefts  into  freemen,  he  would  form  a  confederacy  of  mutual  in- 
terest between  both,  againfl  which  he  could  not  exift  a  moment.  If 
he  relaxed  in  like  manner  with  Holland,  or  Belgium,  or  Switzer- 
land", 01  Italy,  and  withdrew  his  armies  from  them,  he  would  ex- 
cite and  make  them  capable  of  inftant  revolt.  There  is  one  cir-. 
cumftance  which  juft  leaves  it  poflible  for  him  not  to  chain  them 
down  ftill  more  rigoroufly  than  he  has  done,  and  that  is  the  facility 
^vith  which  he  can  pour  military  reinforcements  upon  them  in  cafe  of 
neceffity.  But,  deftitute  as  he  is,  of  a  marine,  he  could  look  to 
no  fuch  refource  with  refpect  to  any  infular  acquifition,  and  of 
rourfe  he  mould  guard  againft  the  poffibility  of  danger  by  fo  com- 
plete and  mercilefs  a  thraldom  as  would  make  any  effort  of  refin- 
ance phyfically  impolTible. Perhaps,  my  Lords  and  Gentle- 
men, continued  Mr.  Curran,  I  may  be  thought  the  apologift,  in- 
stead of  the  reviler  of  the  Ruler  of  France.  I  affect  not  either  cha- 
racter  1  am  fearching  for  the  motives  of  his  conduct,  and  not 

for  the  topics  of  his  justification.  I  do  not  affect  to  trace  thofe  mo- 
tives to  any  depravity  of  heart  or  of  mind  which  accident  may  have 
#Ccafioned  for  the  feafon,  and  which  reflection  or  compunction  may 

E  extinguifh 
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extinguish  or  allay,  and  thereby  make  him  a  completely  different 
man  with  refpect  to  France  and  to  the  world;  I  am  acting  more 
fairly  and  more  ufefully  to  my  country,  when  1  fhew,  that  his  con- 
duct mud  he  fo  fwayed  by  the  permanent  prefTure  of  his  fituation, 
by  the  controu!  of  an  unchangeable  and  inexorable  necefiity,  that 
he  cannot  dare  to  relax  or  relent  without  becoming  the  certain  vic- 
tim of  his  own  humanity  or  contrition..  1  ro~y.be  allied,  are  thefe 
merely  my  own  fpeculations,  or  hare  others  in  Ireland  adopted 
them  ?  I  anfwer  freely,  non  mens  hk  fermo  eft.  It  is,  to  my  own 
knowledge,  the  refuit  of  ferrous  reflection  in  numbers  of  our  coun- 
trymen. In  the  ftorm  of  arbitrary  fway,  in  the  torture  of  fuffer- 
ing,  the  human  mind  had  loft  its  poife  and  its  tone,  and  was  inca- 
pable of  fober  reflection  ;  but  by  removing  thofe  terrors  from  it,  by 
holding  an  even  hand  between  all  parties,  by  difiaining  the  patron- 
age of  any  feet  or  faction,  the  people  of  Ireland  were  left  at  liber- 
ty to  confider  her  real  fituation  and  intereit,  and  happily  for  herfelf, 
I  trufl  "in  God,  that  Hie  has  availed  herfeif  of  the  opportunity. 
With  refpect  to  the  higher  orders  even  of  thofe  who  thought"  they 
had  fome  caufe  to  complain.  I  know  this  to  be  the  fact,  they  are 
not  fo  blind  as  not  to  fee  the  dhterence  between  being  proud  and 
jealous  ;  and  punctilious  in  any  claim  of  privilege  or  right  between 
themfelves  and  their  feiiow-fubjects,  and  the  mad  and  defperate  de- 
pravity of  £eefcing  the  redre'fs  of  any  dhTatisfaction,  that  they  may 
fee!  by  an  appeal  to  force,  cr  to  the  dreadful  refource  of  treafon  and 
cf  blood.  As  to  the  humbler  orders  of  our  people,  for  whom  I 
cenfefs  I  feel  the  greateft  fympathy,  becaufe  there  are  more  of 
them  to  be  undone,  and  hecaufe,  from  want  of  education,  they  mufl 
be  more  liable  to  deration  ;  I  am  fatisHed  "he  topics  to  which  I  have 
adverted,  apply  with  frill  greater  force  to  them  than  to  thofe  who 
are  raifed  above  them.  I  have  not  the  fame  opportunity  of  know- 
ing their  actual  opinions  ;  but  if  thofe  opinions  be  other  than  I  think 
they  ought  to  be,  would  to  God  they  were  prefent  in  this  place,  or 
that  I  had  the  opportunity  of  going  into  their  cottages,  and  they 
well  know  I  mould  not  difdain  to  visit  them,  and  to  fpeak  to  them 
the  language  of  affection  and  candour  on  the  fubject ;  I  mould  have 
little  difficulty  in  (hewing  to  their  quick  and  apprehenfive  minds, 
how  eafy  it  is,  when  the  heart  is  incenfed,  to  confound   the  evils 

which 
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which  are  infeparable  from  the  deftiny  of  im perfect  man,  with  thofe 
which  arife  from  the  faults  or  errors  of  his  political  fituation  ;  I 
would  put  a  few  queflions  to  their  candid  and  unadulterated  fenfe  ; 
I  would  afk  them Do  you  think  that  you  have  made  no  ad- 
vance to  civil  prcfptrity  within  thefe  lafl  twenty  years  ?  Are  your 
opinions  of  modern  and  fabjugated  France  the  fame  that  you  enter- 
tained of  popular  and  revolutionary  France  fourteen  years  ago  ? 
Have  you  any  hope,  that  if  the  Firil  Conful  got  polTeflion  of  your 
ifland,  he  would  treat  you  half  fo  well  as  thofe  countries  at  his  door, 
whom  he  mud  refpecl  more  than  he  can  refpecl:  or  regard  you?  And 
do  you  know  how  he  treats  thofe  unhappy  nations  ?  You  know  that 
in  Ireland  there  is  little  perfonal  wealth  to  plunder — —  that  there 
are  few  churches  to  rcb, — — Can  you  then  doubt  that  he  would 
reward  his  rapacious  generals  and  foldiers  by  parcelling  out  the 
foil  of  the  ifland  among  them,  and  by  dividing  you  into  lots  of  ferfs 
to  till  the  refpeclive  lands  to  which  they  belonged  ?  Can  you  fup- 
pofe,  that  the  perfidy  and  treafon  of  furrendering  your  country  to 
an  invader,  would  to  your  new  mailer  be  any  pledge  of  your  allegi- 
ance ?  Can  you  fuppofe,  that  while  a  fingle  French  foldier  was  will- 
ing to  accept  an  acre  of  Irifh  ground,  that  he  would  leave  that  acre 
in  the  pcfTeflion  of  a  man  who  had  fhewn  himfelf  fo  wickedly  and  fo 
(lupidly  dead  to  the  fuggeftions  of  the  moil  obvious  interefl,  and 
to  the  ties  of  the  moil  imperial  moral  obligations  ?  What  do  you 
look  forward  to  with  refpecl.  to  the  aggrandizement  cf  your  feci:? 
Are  you  proteftants  ?  He  has  abolifhed  proteftantifm  with  chrii- 
tianity.     Are  you  catholics  ?  Do  you  think  he  will  raife  you  to  the 

level  of  the  pope  ?     Perhaps,  and  I  think  he  would  not- but  if 

he  did,  could  you  hope  more  privilege  than  he  has  left  his  Holi- 
nefs  ?  And  what  privilege  has  he  left  him  ?  He  has  reduced  his 
religion  to  be  a  mendicant  for  contemptuous  toleration,  and  he  has 
reduced  his  perfon  to  beggary  and  to  rags.  Let  me  afk  you  a  fur- 
ther queftion- Do   you   think   he  would  feel  any  kind  hearted 

fympathy  for  you  ?  Anfwer  yourfelves  by  afking what  fympathy 

does  he  feel  for  Frenchmen,  whom  he  is  ready  by  thoufands  to  bu- 
ry in  the  ocean,  in  the  barbarous  gambling  of  his  wild  ambition  ? 
What  fympathy  then  could  bind  him  to  you  ?  He  is  not  your  coun- 
tryman  the  fcene  of  your  birth  and  your  childhood,  is  not  en- 
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cleared  to  his  heart  by  the  reflection,  that  it  was  alio  the  fceneof  his. 
He  is  not  your  fellow-Chriftian — —he  is  not,  therefore,  bound  to 
you  by  any  fimilarity  of  duty  in  this  world,  or  by  any  union  of  hope 
beyond  the  grave.  What  then  could  you  fuppofe  the  object  of  his 
vifit,  or  the  confcquence  of  his  fuccefs?  Can  you  be  fo  foolifh  as 
not  to  fee  that  he  would  ufe  you  as  fkves  while  he  held  you  ;  and 
that  when  he  grew  weary,  which  he  foon  would  become  of  fuch  a 
worthlefs  and  precarious  pofltflion,  he  would  cany  you  to  market  in 
fome  treaty  of  peace,  barter  you  for  feme  more  valuable  conceffiorv 
and  furrender  you  to  expiate  by  your  punifhment  and  degradation, 
the  advantage  you  had  given  him  by  your  follies  and  your  crimes  ? 
There   is   another  topic  on  which  a  few    words  might  be   adurelled 

to  the   deluded  peafant  of  this  country  ;   he  might    be   afked — 

What  could  you  hope  from  the  momentary  fuccefs  of  any  effort  to 
fubvert  the  Government  by  mere  inteftine  convulfion  ?  Could  you 
look  forward  to  the  hope  of  liberty  or  property  ?  You  fee  the  cha- 
racters, the  capacities,  and  the  motives  of  thefe  that  have  embarked 

on  thofe  different  fubjects you  fee  them  a  defpicable   gang  of 

needy  adventureis  ;  defperate  from  guilt  and  poverty  ;  uncounte- 
nanced  by  a  fingle  individual  of  probity  or  name  ;  ready  to  ufe  you 
as  the  inflruments,  and  equally  ready  to  abandon  you  by  treachery  or 
flight,  as  the  victims  of  their  crimes.      For  a  fhort  interval,  murder 

^and  rapine  might  have  their  fway  ;  but  don't  be  fuch  a  fool  as  to 
think,  that  though  robbing  might  make  a  few  perfons  poor,  it  could 
make  many  perfons  rich.  Don't  be  fo  filly  as  to  confound  the"dif-' 
tinclion  of  property  with  the  partition  of  wealth.  Small  muit  be- 
your  ihare  of  the  fpoil,  and  fhort  the  enjoyment  cf  it.  Soon,  truft 
me,  very  foon,  would  fuch  a  fUte  of  things  be  terminated  by  the 
very  atrocities  of  its  authors.  Soon  would  you  find  yourfelves  Tub- 
dued,  ruined,  and  degraded.  If  you  looked  back,  it  would  be,  to 
character  deflroyed,  to  hope  extinguifned.  If  you  looked  forward, 
you  could  fee  only  the  dire  neceffity  you  had  impofed  upon  your  go- 
vernors of  acting  towards  you  with  no  feelings,  but  thofe  of  abhor- 
rence and  of  felf  prefervation-  of  ruling  you  by  a  fyilem  of  coercion, 
of  which  alone  you  would  be  worthy— and  of  loading  you  with  taxes 
(that  is,  felling  the  food  and  raiment  which  your  honeft  labour  might- 
earn  for  your  family)  to  defray  the  expence  .of  that  force  by  which 

only  you  could  be  retrained. 


(     *9     ) 

Say  not,  Gentlemen,  that  I  am  inexcufably  v^in  when  I  kyt 
would  to  God,  that  I  had  an  opportunity  of  fpeaking  this  plain,  and 
!  trull,  not  abfurd  language  to  the  humbieft  orders  of  my  country- 
men. When  I  fee  what  fort  of  miffionaries  can  preach  the  doctrines 
of  villainy  and  folly  with  fuceefs,  I  cannot  think  it  very  vain  to  fup- 
pofe  that  they  would  liflen  with  fome  attention  and  feme  refpect  to  a 
man  who  was  addrefling  fome  plain  fenfe  to  their  minds,  whofe 
whole  life  ought  to  be  a  pledge  for  his  fincerity  and  affection — who 
had  never  in  a  finals'  initance  deceived,  or  deferted,  or  betrayed 
them  — who  had  never  been  f^duced  to  an  abandonment  of  their  juft 
rights,  or  a  connivance  at  any  of  their  excefTes,  that  could  threaten 
any  injury  to  their  character. 

But  perhaps,  faid  Mr.  Curran,  I  have  trefpafied  too  much  upon 
your  patience  by  what  may  appear  a  digreffion  from  the  queflion.  The 
motive  of  my  doing  fo,  I  perceive,  by  your  indulgent  hearing,  you 
perfectly  comprehend.  But  I  do  not  conlider  what  1  have  faid  as 
a  mere  irrelevant  digrefiicn,  with  refpect  to  the  immediate  caufe 
before  you.  The  reafening  comes  to  this  :  the  prefent  ftate  of  this 
country  fhev/c,  that  nothing  could  be  Co  (lupi'diy  and  perverfely 
wicked  as  a  project  of  feparation,  or  of  French  connection— -and 
of  courfe  nothing  more  improbable  than  the  adoption  of  fuch  a 
.ufelefs  project,  if  it  be  then  fo  fenfeltfs,  and  therefore  fo  impro- 
bable, how  ftrong  ought  the  evidence  be,  on  which  you  would  be 
warranted  in  attefltog  on  your  oaths,  to  England  and  to  France,  fo 
odious  an  imputation  on  the  good  fenfe  and  loyalty  of  your  country. 
Let  me  advert  again  to  the  evidence  which  you  have  heard  to  fup- 
pott  To  incredible  a  charge.— — I  Isave  already  ebferved  on  the  con- 
temptible fmallnefs  of  the  number- a  few  drunken  pgafants  afTem- 

bie  in  the  ftreets  ;  there,  in  the  fury  of  intoxication,  they  committed 
fuch  atrocities  as  no  man  can  be  difpofed  to  defend  or  to  extenuate  ; 
and  havkig  done  fo,  they  fly,  becaufe  a  few  peace  officers,  aided 
by  the  gallantry  of  Mr.  juftice  Drury who  even  if  he  did  re- 
treat, as  has  been  iniinuated,  has  at  leaft  the  merit  of  having  no 
wifn  to  (bed  the  blood  of  his  fellow-chriftians,  and  certainly  is  enti- 
tled to  the  praife  of  preferving  the  life  of  a  moft  valuable  citizen,  and 
loyal  fubject. 

In  this  v/hole  tranfaction;  no  attempt,  however  feeble  or  ill-di- 
rsttsd,  is  mads  on  any  place  belonging  to,  or  connected  with  the 

government. 


(     30     ) 


government.  They  never  even  approach  the  Barrack,  the  Caftle, 
the  Magazines.  No  leader  -whatever  appears  ;  nothing  that 
lean  fee  to  call  for  your  verdict,  except  the  finding  the  bill,  and 
the  uncorroborated  ftatement  of  the  Attorney  General.  In  that 
ftatement  too,  I  mult  beg  leave  to  guard  you  again!!  one  or  two  par- 
ticulars : as  to  what  he  faid  of  ray  Lord  Kilwarden,  it  was  not 

unnatural  to  feel  as  he  feemed  to  do  at  the  recollection,  nor  to  have 
ftated  that  fad  event,  as  a  fact,  that  took  place  on  that  occafioo — 
but  I  am  fatisfied,  he  did  not  ftate  it  with  the  leail  intention  of  agi- 
tating your  pailionsi  or  letting  it  have>  the  fmaileft  influence  on  your 
judgment  in  the  enquiry  into  a  charge  of  treafon.  I  mud  beg  leave? 
alfo  to  fay,  that  no  recital  in  any  ftatute  is  any  evidence  whatfoever 
of  the  exigence  of  any  particular  fact  of  treafon  or  treafonable  con- 
spiracy. I  mud  further  defire  you  to  blot  completely  from  your 
minds  the  reference  which  he  was  pleafed  to  make  to  the  verdict  of 
yefterday — — And  in  truth,  when  i  fee  the  evidence  on  which 
you  are  to  decide  reduced  to  what  is  legal  or  admiffible,  I  don't 
wonder  that  Mr.  Att,  General  himfelf  fhould  have  treated  -this 
doughty  rebellion  with  the  laughter  and  contempt  it  deferved. 

Where  now  is  this  providential  efcape  of  the  Government  and  the 
Caflle  ?  why  limply  in  this,  that  nobody  attacked  either  the  one  or 
the  other.  And  that  there  were  no  perfons  that  could  have  attacked, 
either.  It  feems  not  unlike  the  efcape  which'  a  young  man  had  of 
being  fhot  through  the  head  at  the  battle  of  Dettmgen,  by  the  pro- 
vidential interference  by  which  he  was  fent  twenty  miles  off  on  a  fo- 
raging party,  only  ten  days  before  the  battle. 

I  wifh.  from  my  heart  that  there  may  be  now  prefent  fome  worthy 
gentleman,  who  may  tranfmit  to  Paris  a  faithful  account  of  what 
has  this  day  paffed.  Iffo,  I  think  fome  loyal  abftntee  may  poflibly 
find  an  account  of  it  in  the  Public jfte  or  the  Montour— and  per- 
haps fome  what  in  this  way  : # 

«'  On  the  23d  of  July  laiT,  a  moft  fplendid  rebellion  difph  yed  her  ftarrcf- 
V  ard  in  the  metropolis  of  Ireland,  in  a  part  of  the  city  which  in  their  lan- 
"  Su-S'e  is  "'led  the  Peddle.  The  band  cf  heroes  that:  came  foith  at  the  call 
"  of  patriot  ifm,  capable  of  bearing  arms,  at  the  lowed  calculation,  in 'aft  ha\c 
'•  amounted  to  little  lefs  than  t-ivo  hundred  perfons.  The  rebellion  advanced 
"  with  a  molt-  iatiepid  Hep  till  (he  came  to  the  fcite  at  theolci  Four  Courts, 

"  aai 
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W  and  Tholfcl.  There -(he  efpied  a  decayed  pillory,  on  which  (he  mounted  in 
"  order  to  reconnoitre,  but  (he  found,  to  her  great  mortification,  that  the  i«- 
*'  bels  had  ftaid  behind.  She  therefore  judged  it  right  to  make  her  efcapc, 
"  which  (he  effected,  in  a  mafterly  manner,  down  Dirty-lane.  The  rebels, 
".at  the  fame  time,  retiring  in  Tome  difordei  from  the  Poddle,  being  hard 
*'  prefled  by  the  poles  and  lanterns  of  the  watchmen,  and  being  additionally 
"  galled  by  Mr.  Juflice  Drury,  wdio  came  to  a  mnft  unerring  aim  upon  their 
"  rere,  on  which  he  played  without  any  interrniffion,  with  a  fpy-_glafs  from 
"  his  dining-room  window  ■  Ram  ant t ced;nt em  Jcehjlum  ds\erit  Pana  pidc 
*'  claude*  It  is  cleaily  afceitained,  that  (he  did  not  appear  in  her  own 
'*  clothes,  for  (he  threw  away  her  regimental  jacket  before  (he  fled,  which 
•*  has  been  picked  up,  and  is  now  to  be  feen  at  Mr.  Ca<  leton's,  at  6d.  a  head 
"  for  grown  perfons,  and  three  pence  fo>a  nurfc  and  child.  It  was  thought 
"  at  firft  to  be  the  work  of  an  Irifh  artift,  who  might  have  taken  meafure  in 
"  the  abfence  of  the  wearer,  but  by  a  bill  and  receipt  fo-md  in  one  of  the 
"  pockets,  it  appears  to  have  been  made  by  the  actual  body  taylor  of  her 
"  Auguft  jctighneis  the  confort  of  the  Flrfr  Confu!.  At  prefent  it  is  but 
"  poorly  ornamented,  but  it  is  faid  the  Irifh  Volunteers  have  entered  into  a 
*'  fubicription  to  trim  it,  if  it  (hall  be  ever  worn  again." 

Happy,  mod.  happy,  is  it  for  thefe  iflands,  faid  Mr.  Curran, 
that  thofe  rumours  which  are  fo  malicioufly  invented  and  circulated, 
to  defiroy  our  confidence  in  each  other,  to  invite  attack,  and  difpirit 
refinance,  turn  out  on  enquiry  to  be  fo  ludicrous  and  contemptible, 
that  we  cannot  fpeak  of  them  without  laughter,  or  without  wonder 
that  they  did  not  rather  form  the  materials  of  a  farce  in  a  puppet 
iliew,  than  of  a  grave  profecation  in  a  court  of  juflice. 

Mr.  C.  faid,  there  was  flill  another  topic  material  to  remind  the 
jury  of — this  was  the  firffc  trial  for  treafon  that  occurred  fince  the 
union  of  thefe  iilands.  He  faid,  no  effectual  union  could  be 
achieved  by  the  mere  letter  of  a  ftatute  ;  don't  imagine  (faid  he) 
that  bigotry  could  blend  with  liberality,  or  barbarifm  with  cultiva- 
tion. If  you  wifh  to  be  really  united  with  Great  Britain,  teach  her 
to  refpecl  you,  and  do  fo  by  fhewing  her  that  you  are  fit  fubjects  of 

wholefome  laws by  fhewing  her  that  you  are  capable  of  rifing  to 

a  proud  equality  with  her  in  the  exercife  of  focial  duties  and  civil 
virtues,  as  many  parts  of  the  globe  has  proved  you  to  Jbe  in  her 
fleets  and  her  armies — (hew  her  that  you  can  try  this  caufe  as  fhe 
^'ould  try  it ;  that  you  have  too  much  fenfe  and  humanity  to  be 

borne 

*  The  aclive  Juflice  is  unfortunately  lame  of  a  leg. 
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botne  away  in  your  verdict  by-  defpicable  panic,  or  brutal  fury- 
mew  her  that  in  profecution  by  the  {late 'you  can  even  go  a  (lep  be- 
yond  her,  and  that   you  can  difcover  and    act   upon  thofe  eternal 
principles  of  juflice,  which    it  has   been  found    neceffary    in   that 
country  to  enforce  by  the  coercion   of  law:  you   cannot,  faid  he, 
but  feci  that  I  allude  to  their  fiatute,  that  requires  two  witnefFes  in 
treafon.     Our  fiatute  does  not  contain  that  provifion  ;  but  if  it  was 
•wife  to  enact  it  there  as  a  law,  it  cannot  be  other  than  wife  to  adopt 
it  here  as  a  principle  ;  unlefs  you  think  it  difcreet  to  hold  it  out  as 
your  opinion    that  the  life  of  a  man  is  not  2s  \raluable  here,  and 
ought  not  to  be  as  fecure  as  in  the  other  part  of  the!  empire,  unlefs 
you  wifh  to  prove  your  capability  of  equal  rights  and  equal  liberty 
with  Britain,  by   consigning  to  the  fcaffold  your  miferable  fc'low- 
fubject,  who,  if  tried  in  England  on  the  fame  charge,  and  the  fame 
evidence,  would  by   law  be  entitled   to  a  verdict   of  acquittal.     I 
trufl  you  will  not  fo  blemifli  yourfelves  ;   I  trull  you  will  not  be  fa- 
tisfied  even  with   a   cold  imitation  of  her  juflice  ;  but  that  on  this 
occafion  you  will  give  her  an  example  of  magnanimity  by  riling  fu- 
perior  to  the  paiiion  or  the  panic  of  the  moment.     If,  in  any  ordi- 
nary cafe,  in  any  ordinary  time,  you  have  any  reafonable  doubt  of 
guilt,  you  are  bound  by  every  principle  of  law  and  juftice  to  acquit. 
But  I  would  advife  you  at  a  time  like  this,  rather  to  be  lavifh  than 
parfimonious  in  the  application  of  that  principle — Even  though  you 
had  the  ftrongeft  fufpicion  of  his  culpability.     I  would  advife  you 
to  acquit — you  would   fhew  your  confidence  in  your  own  (Irength 
- " "  that  you  felt  your  fituation  too  high  to  be  effected  in  the  fmall- 
eft  degree  by  the  fate  of  fo  infignificant  an  individuly  :  turn  to  the 
miferable  prifoner  himfelf — —tainted  and  blemifhed  as  lfc  pofltbly 
may  be— even  him  you  may  retrieve  to  his  country  and  his  duty 
by  a  falutary  effort  of  feafonable  magnanimity.     You  will   infpire 
him  with  reverence  to  that  institution  which  knows  when   to  fpare 
and  when  to  inflict  —  and  which,  inftead   of  facrificing  him  to  a 
ftrong  fufpicion  of  his  criminality,  is  determined,  not  by  the  belief, 
but  by  the  poflibility,  of  his  innocence,  and  difmiffes  hira  with  in* 
dignation  and  contemptuous  mercy. 
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hi  point  of  fact  the  prisoner's  defence  was  as  weak  and  unfounded  as 
on  either  of  the  preceding  trials. — Mr.  Baron  Georg.  charged  the  Jury, 
who,  after  an  abfence  of  a  few  minutes,  returned  a  verdict  Guilty — The 
prifoner  was  remanded. 


Friday,  Sept.    %il. 

y>imes  Byrne  was  tried,  and  on  the  evidence  of  Lieut.  Brady,  and  Robert 
Watts  and  James  Waddle  North,  privates  in  the  aift  regiment,  and  who 
were  of  the  party  commanded  by  Lieut.  Brady  on  the  night  of  the  z^d  of 
July,  it  was  clearly  proved  that  the  prifoner  was  the  third  man  taken  by 
the  party  in  Thomas-ftreet,  and  was  armed  with  a  pike.  He  made  the 
moft  violent  exertions  to  efcape. — He  was  a  baker  by  trade,  and  had  come 
to  town  from  NaaB  a  few  days  previous  to  the  iniurrection,  and  had 
employed  much  of  that  time  in  reconnoitring  the  Pigeon-houfe,  wherehe 
went  under  pretence  of  bargaining  for  a  houfe  in  Ringfend,  of  which 
a  gunner  named  M'Shea  had  the  letting. — Baron  Daly  charged  the  Jury! 
who  in  a  very  fhort  time  returned  a  verdict  of  Conviction. 

r 

Oiven  Kirivan,  convicted  the  preceding  day,  having  been  brought  up  to 
receive  fentence,  the  Hon.  Baron  George,  addreffed  him,  on  that  awful 
«ccafion,  to  the  following  effect : 


Oiven  Kirvuan,  after  a  full  and  patient  hearing  ;   after  a  moft  mi- 
nute and  impartial  inveftigation  of  the  charge  preferred  againft  you, 
you  have  been   convicted  of  high  treafon.     It  appears  you  were  a 
dealer  in  old  clothes,  and  ufed  the  femblance  ofinduftry  to  the  moft 
wicked  and  dedructive   purpofe — a  purpofe  which,  could  you  and 
your  unprincipled   and  cruel  aflb  dates  effect,  v/ould  dry  up  all  the 
fources  ofinduftry,  confound   all  order,  deftroy  all  fecurity,  and. 
leave  your  country  an  hideous   ruin.       It  appears   that  you  were 
an  active    emifTary    of  rebellion,    and  had   obtained  by  that  acti- 
vity the  rank  of  a  leader.     You  were  not  of  the  multitude  of  de- 
voted victims  who  are  led  to  flaughter  and  plunged  in  crime  by  im- 
pofition  on  their  ignorance  and  their   paffions.      You  feemed  per- 
fectly aware  of  what  you  were  about,  well  acquainted  with  the  plan 
and  views  of  rebellion,  and  engaoed  in  it  with  cool  deliberation  and 
fyftematic  wickednefs.      You  had  collected,  on  the  fatal  evening  of 
the  23d  July,  a  party   of  traitors   about  you,   and  while  they  pro- 
ceeded  one  by  one  to  the  fcene  of  their  collective  atrocities,  you 
Hood  at  your  hall-door,  looking  up  at  the  havens,  unmoved  by  any 
thought  of  futurity,  and  attentively  watshing  the  i1°oal  of  rebellion* 
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"■     You  faw  a  rocket  explode,  on  which  you  cried  out  in  extacy,  "  the 
city  is  cur  own  f?  You  were  feen   immediately  to  change  your  drefs 
— you  called  for  your  pike,  and  you  repaired  to  the  work  of  death, 
proclaiming,   in  the  true  fpirit  which  governed  you  and  your  horrid 
aiTociates,    that    every     man    who    did  not  join   in    aclive    rebellion 
that   night,   fhould  fyffer    military   execution    the    next    d.iy !       1  hus 
denouncing  the  vengeance    of  rapine,  licentioufnefs,    and   murder, 
againfc  every  orderly,   induflrious,  and  honed  member  of  the  com- 
munity ;  fo  that   had   you  fucceeded  that  night,   your  innocent  and 
unoffending  fellow  citizens,  who,  by  any  chance,  fhould  have  efcap- 
ed  the  pike  of  the  midnight  afTailin,  were  the  next  day  to  fall  in  a 
common  maflacre  !  and  from  your  own  mouth  did  you  furnifh  the 
horrible  but  deflrucYive  teftimony,  that  neither  ignorance  of  your 
delign,   nor  a  pafiive    acquiefcence  to    your  progrefs    would  have 
proved  a  protection  againir.  your  demoniac  fury,  and  indifcriminate 
third  of  plunder  and  of  blood  '. 

What  atrocities  ;  what  cruel   deeds  of  fanguinary  rage  you  were 
engaged  in  that  night  are  only  known  to  yourfeif,   and  to  ihat  God 
before  whom  you  are  fo  foon  to  appear.      What  horrid  crimes  you 
have  heaped  upon   your  foul,  until  with  your  mifcreant  aiTociates 
defeated,  Scattered  and  hunted,  is  a  ftcret  which  chriflian  peni- 
tence   would    info'iiel    you    to  difchurge  from  your  mind,   while 
yet  the  opportunity  is  permitted  you.      The  charges  againft  yoa 
have  been  clearly  eiubiifhed    by  the  moil    I'adsfaetory    evidence, 
corroborated   by  your  flight,  the  ufuai  canfcquiep.ee  of  eonfeious 
guilt.      Under  pretence  of  v Liking  your  fick  child,   you  abfeonded 
iwtil  you  conceived  the  danger   had  fubfided,  and  were  taught   to 
belie-ve   yourielf  urifufpe&ed.      The  juftiee    of  your  countYy  feas, 
however,    overtaken    you  ;    and    your  wicked    affociates,   if  ever 
again  deiuded  into  acts    of  rebellion,    rrmft  not  expeer  to   efcapc 
as  on  that  night.     Indeed    ic    may    appear   a  molt  extraordinary 
eircumftance  that  any  were  enabled  :o  efcape,  for  all  the  armed 
preparations    made    by  ireafon    were    defeated    and  crufiied  only 
by  two  Lieutenants  of  his  Majeity's  army,  Brady  and  Douglas, 
with    the    few    men    under    their    command ;    but  if  Lieutenant 
Doug'as  had  happened  to  be  fully  acquainted  with  the  law,  far  as 
was  necciury  to  reflate  his  coadutf,  and  had  not  waited  for  the  or- 
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ders  of  the  kind  of  Juftice  who  attended,  but  promptly  commenced 
a  fire  upon  the  infurgents,  few  of  them  could  have  efcaped  to 
life  or  to  repententace  ;  the  law  in  fuch  cafe  is  now,  however, 
well  and  univerfaliy  known,  and  his  Mayfly's  troops  are  no 
longer  ignorant  that  they  can  proceed  of  their  own  power,  to 
inftant  military  execution  in  putting  down  rebellion  whenever: 
and  wherever  it  dar?s  to  fliew  its  horrid  front.  You,  however, 
with  feveral  others  have  been  providentially  preferred  to  expiate, 
according  to  the  forms  of  the  law,  the  fore  injuries  you  have  in- 
flicted on  fociety  ;  thofe  laws  which  you  .would  have  fubverted, 
have  been  deliberately  and  difpafiionately  directed  to  your  cafe. 
With  a  conflkutionai  magnanimity,  and  dignified  moderation 
which  caufes  the  government  of  this  country  to  be  flrengthened  by 
the  very  attacks  made  upon  it,  and  exalts  it  above  praife,  this  Corn- 
miiTion  was  not  iffued  until  full  and  ample  fecurity  was  had,  that 
the  minds  of  men  would  be  effectually  cool,  and  abftracted  from 
thofe  events  which  rendered  it  neceflary,  and  that  no  prejudices  or 
refentments  could  affect  that  equal  juflice  which  is  the  proud  cha- 
racter of  our  iaws  ;  it  was  not  ifTued  until  it  had  become  manifell 
that  the  eftabiiihed  authorities  were  fo  fecure  from  the  attempts  of 
treafon,  that  a  Juror  could  feel  no  temptation,  from  fear  or  from 
refentment,  to  fwerve  from  the  faithful  and  juft  difcharge  of  his 
duty. 

You  were  coolly  tried,  and  ably  defended — that  defence  was 
heard  with  patience,  and  you  have  had  every  advantage  poflible  to 
be  derived  from  laws  more  tender  of  the  life  of  the  fubject,  and 
all  the  rights  attached  to  fociety,  than  thofe  of  any  other  country 
upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  and,  furely,  when  the  exceHence  of  thofe 
laws  are  confidered,  the  protection  they  afford,  and  the  pure  and  ra- 
tional freedom  enjoyed  under  our  unequalled  Conilitution;  it  is  truly 
afronifhinghow  any  man,  or  body  of  men,  could  be  found  meditating 
or  attempting  the  deflruction  of  fo  beautiful  a  fyftem  !  It  would  be 
iacredible,  if  proofs  the  moft  melancholy  were  not  furnifhed  of  the 
contrary,  that  fuch  men  could  be  found  living  under  the  domi- 
nion of  a  Soveriegn  who  has  given  to  his  people,  and  pecu- 
liarly the  people  of  this  country,  forty-three  years  experience  of 
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the  moll  exalted  virtues,  and  the  mod  parental  anxiety  for  their 
happinefs  and  welfare.      But  if,   infenfible  to  the  beauties  of  our 
Constitution,  and  the  allegiance  which  wifdom  and  goodoefs  Should 
have  endeared  to  you  and  your  aSTociates  in  crime,   it  is  wonderful 
how  you  could   be  fo  infenfible  to  your  own  fafety — fo  wretchedly 
infane,  as  to  think,  but  for  one,  moment,  that  you  could  feize  upon 
a  Government  k  need  round  by  fuch  impregnable  iupport,  fuch  great 
wealth  and  power ;  fucn   loyalty  in  the  people  ;  and  inch  great  ar- 
mies, formidable  in  nun»be<-,  in   difcipline,  and  in  bravery.     How 
is  n  ^oinbie  that  you  could   be   fo  mad  as  to  think  that  any  rabble 
inf.aTe&ion.  could  difturb  a  Government  not  undefined,  nor  its  mem- 
bers unknown  ?   An  amiable  and  virtuous  Viceroy,  the   faithful  re- 
presentative of  his  Sovereign's  goodnefs,  is  open  to  accefs,  and  vifi- 
bJe  to  mofe  he  governs  ;  every  member  of  his  administration  is  the 
ifne,  none  are  alhamed  or  afraid  to  Shew  their  honefl  fronts  to  the 
;ma-day  fun.      The  laws  ar;:  known  by  which  they  rule,  and  which 
role  them.     The  protection  of  peYfon  or  of  property  is  not  the  fpe- 
culation   of  the   future;  freedom  is   not  the  hope   of  giddy  theory. 
Thck-  gren  objects   of  human  aSfociation  we  poSfefs  in  their  belt 
forms  ;  and  by  what  infatuation,  any  men,  the  moll   low  and  igno- 
rant, could  be  induced  to- withdraw  from  their  kindly  protection, 
and  to  place  themfelves  under  a  Provilionary  Government,  is  molt 
inexplicable  !    What  is  this  Provifionary  Government  ?  Who    are 
they  that  cornpofe  it  ?  Do  you  know  whether  it  conSiSt  of  a  (ingle 
tyrant,  or  is  a  many-headed  monfter?  Are  its  members  French,  or 
EngliSh,  or   IriSh  ?   Know   you  any  thing  at  all  of  it? — [Plere  the 
wretched  prifoner  exclaimed,  that  he  was  wholly  ignorant  what 
the  Provisional  Government  was,  or  of  whom  compofedj— -and  is 
it  (continued  the   Learned  Judge)  for   this   undefined  authority, 
fhrouded  in  the  darknefs  of  guilt,  that  you  have  disturbed  the  peace 
of  your  country,  and  forfeited  your  life  ?    Is  it  to  further  the  ambi- 
tious views  of  men  you  know  nothing  of,  and  who  confult  only   to 
build  their  own  fortunes  on  the  ruin  of  fociety,  that  you  and  your 
partners  in  treafon  have  a&ed  with  fuch  ideot  extravagance  ?  It  is  a 
madnefs  fo  Strange— fo  unaccountable,   as  only  to  be  acted  upon  by 
the  moll  favage  ignorance  and  barbarifm. 

As  to  you,  Owen   Kirwan,    I  mofl  earneftly  exhort  you  to  ufe 
the  time  allotted   to  you  in  this  world*  in  Sincere   and   penitent 
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>;n  Jsavours  to  reconcile  your  foul  to  that  God,  b:fore  whofe  aw- 
ful judgment  feat  it  is  to  appear  fo  foon  Confider  ferioufly  the 
atonement  you  have  to  make,  and  the  crimes  with  which  the  traof- 
scrions  of  that  night,  the  23d  of  July,  have  loaded  your  guilty 
fp'.rit — lighten  the  weight,  while  yet  it  is  in  your  power;  for,  bd 
afriired,  that  whatever  may  have  been  your  intentions — whatever 
the  motives  impelling  you  to  rebellion,  there  was  not  a  murder 
committed  that  night,  in  profecution  of  it,  but  what  you  parti- 
cipate in,  and  for  which  you  are  anfwerable  to  the  Almighty.— 
Do  not  fuppofe  that  the  caufe  you  engaged  in,  and  for  which  you 
have  forfeited  your  life,  is  popular,  and  will  refcue  your  memory 
from  the  deferved  odium  which  mud  attach  to  it  in  proportion  as 
you  die  obdurate  and  unatoning— No  !  wretched  man  !  your  mad 
atrocities — your  horrible  afTaffinations  will  only  be  remembered, 
and  the  deteftation  of  poflerity  feature  you  in  the  blood  you  have 
fried  !  In  the  laft  rebellion  it  was  to  be  lamented,  that  wicked  men 
made  ufe  of  arguments  to  mifiead  the  weak,  and  to  palliate  trea- 
fon — bat  has  any  one  human  creature  faid  a  fingle  word  in  favour 
or  palliation  of  the  infurrection  to  which  you  have  been  fo  actively 
a/lifting  ?  No  !  its  fole  object  has  been  blood  and  defolation,  and 
the  fate  of  him  who  could  promote,  in  confpiracy  or  in  action, 
fuch  an  object  can  never  be  attended  with  popularity — difcharge, 
therefore,  fuch  a  wicked  and  dangerous  delufion  from  your  mind, 
if  you  mould  be  fo  unhappy  as  to  entertain  it — think  only  of  your 
falvation,  as  a  contrite  Chridian  mould,  and  do  not  leave  this 
world  with  a  lie  in  your  mouth,  and  go  before  your  Maker,  fwag- 
germg  in  vain  and  boaftful  guilt.  Believe  me,  unhappy  man,  that 
to  difclofe  all  you  know,  and  thus  make  to  your  injured  country 
sod  offended  God  all  the  atonement  in  your  power,  will  prove 
an  inexpreflible  confolation  to  you  in  your  laft  moments,  and  infufe 
into  your  foul  that  fweet  confeioufnefs  of  right,  which  can  alone 
qualify  the  bitter  draught  you  are  about  to  take,  and  juftify  a 
hope  of' future  pardon  and  happinefs.  You  were  told  that  a  rocket 
would  be  the  fignal  >'of  infurrection.  You  knew  of  the  mifchief 
to  be  done — you  were  evidently  deep  in  the  dreadful  fecret — and, 
therefore,  again  I  exhort  you,  as  you  value  your  eternal  falvation, 
aot  to  leave  this  life  until  you  do  julljce  to  your  country,  and  make 
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what  return  you  now  can  for  the  crimes  with  which  you  have  difc 
graced  it,  But  while  I  thus  urge  you  to  the  difclofure  which 
your  duty  fhould  fugged,  do  not  think  I  am  authorifed  to  hold  out 
any  hope  to  you,  or  that  any  difciofnre  will  be  an  atonement  to  the 
law—but  under  any  confederation  of  your  intereft  or  duty,  you 
muft  ac"t  in  oppoimon  to  both,  whether  in  this  world  or  the  next, 
by  denying  the  truth  and  juftice  of  the  verdict  pronounced  upon 
you,  and  perhTttng  in  a  frame  of  mind  incorrigible  to  repentance; 
and  atonement." 

After  obferving  feelingly  on  fo  painful  a  part  of  his  duty,  the 
learned  and  eloquent  Judge  then  parTed  fentence  of  death  on  the 
prifoner  in  the  ufual  terms  prefcribed  by  the  law. 


Saturday^  fept,  $d* 

John  Begg  was  preved,  on  the  teftimony  of  Lieut.  Coultman  and  of  a 
fcidicr  named  Gallagher,  to  have  been  found  concealed  on  the  night  of  the 
"2.3d  July  among  fome  pieces  of  timber  in  a  timber-yard  in  Benham-flreet, 
aear  the  Rebel  Depot.  He  was  feen  flying  to  the  place  of  concealment 
■with,  a  pike  in  his  hand,  and  when  taken  the  miffile  was  found  befide  him. 
He  was  found  Guilty  without  hefitation.-r-The  prifoner  was  brought  up 
on  the  following  Monday,  received  fentence  of  death,  and  was  executed 
©n  Saturday,  the  1  "th  September. 
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Monday,    S<pi.  5 

It  'Wis  intended  on  this  day  to  have  proceeded  to  the  trial  of  Denh 
Lmmberi  Redmond,  but  he  having  attempted  fuicide  by  the  difcharge  of 
a  loaded  piftol,  which  feverely  wounded  him  in  the  hea.d  ;  the  Court  pro- 
seeded  to  the  trial  of  Welter  Clare. 

ychn  For  reft  being  fwern,  proved  that  on  the  night  of  the  23d  July,  he 
few  the  prifoner  and  another  perfon,  both  armed  with  pikes,  walking  up 
and  down  Thomas-court,  (where  tlie  witnefs  refided)  and  he  heard  one 
fay  to  the  other,  *•*  This  is  cur  night  •well  ivork  fleafantly  ;"  but  on  the 
firing  taking  place  by  the  army  in  Thomas-ftreet,  the  prifoner  and  his 
companion  ran  to  the  door  of  a  houfe  immediately  oppofite  to  the  witnefs, 
throwing  down  their  pikes,  and  calling  out,  Biddy/  Biddy  !  spen  the  door."— 
The  door  was  accordingly  opened,  and  they  went  in.  This  teftimony  was 
corroborated  in  the  cleared:  manner  by  Alderman  Manders,  to  whom  the 
witnefs  had  given  information  of  the  circumfrance,  and  by  two  working 
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carpenters,  James  Murray  and  Thomas  Price,  to  whom  the  witnefs  had  alfo 
communicated  the  tranfaction  the  very  next  morning  after  it  had  occurred. 
—After  retiring  about  20  minutes  the  Jury  returned  a  verdict  of  Guilty* 

On  Wedneiday,  Sept.  14,  the  prifoner  received  fenteuce  of  death,  but 
has  fince  been  refpited. 


Taefday,  September  6th, 

This  day  the  Court  was  occupied  by  the  trial  of  a  criminal  who  appears 
to  have  borne  the  rank  of  Captain  or  Colonel  among  the  rebels  ;  and  who 
was  qualified  for  fuch  a  vicious  command,  by  his  ferocious  and  fanguinary 
difpoiition. 

Felix  Ronrhe  was  put  to  the  bar,  indicted  on  the  fame  charges  of  High 
Treafon  with  thofe  who  preceded  him.  In  addition  to  the  evidence  W 
prove  the  general  fail  of  infurrection  the  night  of  the  23d  July, 

Donougb  M •'  Craith ,  Efq.  (a  gentleman  of  refpeclability  and  fortune  is 
the  co.  Tipperary)  was  fworn. — He  depofed,  that  having  arrived  from  the 
country,  at  the  Grand  Canal  Harbour,  on  the  evening  of  the  23d  July,  he 
was  proceeding  into  town,  when  he  was  furrounded  in  James's-ftreet,  near 
the  narrow  entrance  into  Thomas-ftreet,  by  five  or  fix  perfons  armed  with 
pikes.  After  fome  perfonal  enquiries,  to  which  he  anfwered  that  he  was  % 
country  gentleman  come  to  town  about  law  bufinef*,  they  put  a  pike  inte 
his  hands,  and  forced  him  to  the  head  of  the  party.- — He  was  obliged  to  go 
down  Thomas-ftreet  with  them,  and  when  arrived  near  the  Corn-market 
he  faw  a  dragoon  piked  on  the  flag-way  ;  the  dragoon  lay  motionlefs  in  the 
kennel,  and  each  infurgent,  as  he  pafied,  thruft  his  pike  with  wanton  and. 
unneceifary  barbarity  into  the  body.  The  witnefs  afterwards  faw  a  man  on 
foot,  dreffed  in  a  fcarlet  coat,  military  cocked  hat,  and  white  feather ;  he 
alfo  faw  a  horfe,  with  a  bridle  and  fadclle,  crawling  towards  a  gate-way,  as 
if  wounded.  The  man  in  fcarlet  was  very  active  in  encouraging  the  rebels, 
and  faid,  that  the  Cajlle  of  Dublin  -would  be  their  s  in  lefs  than  half  an  htur. — • 
There  were  about  300  infurgents,  as  the  witnefs  believed.  About  the 
middle  of  Thomas-ftreet  they  (topped  a  gentleman's  carriage,  in  which  the 
witnefs  could  fee  two  gentlemen  and  a  lady  ;  the  horfes  greAv  reftive,  and 
in  the  confufion  the  witnefs  effected  his  efcape,  and  proceeded  to  the  Caftle, 
having  firft  bribed,  with  what  money  he  had  about  him,  one  of  the  rebel* 
who  feemed  to  have  been  appointed  to  watch  his  conduct. 

Michael  Mahaffy  (a  pedlar)  fworn,  depofed  that  on  the  evening  of 
the  33d  July,  as  he  and  a  partner  of  his,  named  Ryan,  were  returning  to 
their  lodgings  at  the  Widow  Doyle's,  in  Dirty-lane,  they  were  flopped  at 
the  corner  of  that  lane,  in  Thomas-ftreet,  by  the  prifoner  Rourie,  who  was 
armed  with  a  blunderbufs,  and  who  forced  them  to  take  pikes  and  accompany 
his  party.  The  prifoner  was  accofted  by  his  follewers,  fometimes  by  the 
title  of  Captain,  fometimes  Colonel,  and  the  countrymen  called  him 
General. — He  was  accompanied  by  a  man  dreffed  in  fcarlet,  and  a  military 
«ocked  hat  and  white  feather,  and  with  whom  he  feemed  to  have  had  equal 
command.  The  witnefs  faw  the  prifoner  fire  his  blunderbufs  at  a  dragooa 
who  was  riding  by  ;  the  dragoon  inftantly  fell,  and  the  mob  piked  both  man 
and  horfe.  After  fome  time  the  vyitnefs  and  his  coauade  effected  their 
efcape, 
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Ryan,  on  his  oath,  corroborated  all  that  was  advanced  byMahafFy. 
snd  the  cafe  for  the  Crown  having  doled  here, 

Mr.  Curran  ftated  that  of  the  prifoner,  whofe  defence  was  an  attempt  to 
prove  an  alibi ;  and  that  attempt  difplayed  the  moA  grofs  and  indecent  tiffue 
of  falfehood  and  perjury  by  which  it  was  ever  fought  to  elude  the  ends  of 
jufUce.  In  proof  of  this,  Matthew  Rourke,  the  prifoner 's  brother,  fwore 
that  on  the  night  of  the  23d  July  laft  he  was  fent  by  his  parents,  who  live 
near  Rathcooie,  about  eight  miles  from  Dublin,  to  bring  home  the  prifoner 
as  dijlurbances  tuere  expected  to  take  place  in  the  metropolis,  yet  did  he  not  knoxv 
'where  his  brother,  the  prifoner,  lodged,  although  he  conjlantly  rejided  in  town,  having 
been  employed  as  clerk  to  brewers.  Surely  nothing  could  have  been  more 
incredible  than  fuch  an  affertion. — The  prifoner  did  not  attempt  to  bring 
forward  to  his  character  any  of  the  gentlemen  in  whofe  fervice  he  had 
been.  It  alfo  appeared,  that  even  by  the  account  of  his  own  witnefTes,  he 
proceeded  that  night  from  Dublin  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Rathcooie  by  a 
circuitous  and  private  route;  flopped  fliort  of  his  father's  about  three 
quarters  of  a  mile,  and  did  not  venture  to  go  there  until  a  week  after  the 
infurresflion. 

Mr.  Poafonby,  on  the  part  of  the  prifoner,  fpoke  to  evidence,  and  was 
very  ably  replied  to  by  Mr.  Solicitor  General. 

Baron  George  charged  the  Jury,  who  in  a  few  minutes  returned  a  verdi<St 
of  Guilty. 

The  Court  adjourned  to  Friday,  when  the  culprit  was  brought  up,  and 
received  fentence  of  death.  On  the  following  day  (Saturday,  the  10th)  he 
was  conveyed  to  Rathcooie,  his  native  place,  from  the  neighbourhood  of 
which  he  had  feduced  many  into  the  infurrection,  and  there  executed,  as  a 
iaiutary  example  to  the  rebellioufly  difpofed  in  that  part  of  the  country. 


Wednejciay^  Sept.    *$%'. 

Jshn  Killen  and  John  Hf'Cann  were  tried.  The  evidence  in  this  cafe  on 
the  profecution  was  the  fame  as  iu  that  of  Felix  Rourke,  and  difplayed  on 
the  part  of  the  prifoners  great  barbarity.  They  were  identified  as  forming 
part  of  the  body  of  infurgents  in  Thomas-hreet  on  the  Zi,d  July,  and  it  was 
fatisfacxorily  proved  that  Killen  piked  an  unfortunate  victim  of  rebel  rage, 
who  lay  bleeding  and  groaning  in  Dirty-lane,  and  that  M'Cann  fired  a  long 
piftol  at  another  man.  who  was  in  the  'fame  fituation. 

The  defence  on  this  occafion  was  alfo  an  alibi,  but  as  wretchedly  fup- 
ported  as  en  the  preceding  day. 

Baron  Dah  recapitulated  the  evidence  to  the  Jury,  who  immediately 
found  the  prifoners  Guilty. 

On  Friday  they  received  fentence  of  death ;  and  on  the  day  following 
(the  icth  September)  they  were  executed  in  Themas-ftrect. 


Ftiday,  September  <)th. 

Jof.ph  Bcran,  charged  with  high  treafon,  was  tried.  .  The  principal 
evidence  was  that  of  Wm.  Harrow,  a  clear,  fenfible  boy  of  13  years  of  age, 
who  depofed  that  he  faw  him  pafc  through  Three-flene-alley,  New-ftrect, 

en 
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en  the  evening  of  the  ^^d  July,  with  other  perfons,  all  armed  with  pikes, 
— Some  trifling  inconfiftency  as  to  the  drefs  of  the  prifoner  having  appeared, 
and  he  having  received  a  good  character  for  loyalty  in  the  rebellion  of 
1798,  the  Court,  and  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown,  with  the  humanity 
moderation  which  diftinguifhed  their  conduct  during  the  whole  of  the 
trials,  recommended  to  the  Jury  to  find  a  verdict,  of  acquittal.  Thev,  accor- 
dingly, acquitted  the  prifoner  ;  and  after  a  fuitable  exhortation  from  the 
ISeuch,  he  was  forthwith  discharged  from  cuftody.  v 


Sctttrckiy)  Sepii   \Otl-. 

Tvmas  'JtfoKsliy,  Lau.  Begkv,  Nicholas  Tyrre,  3.vAltZicha?l  Kelly  having  joined 
in  their  challenges,  were  tried  tif  the  fame  jury.     They  were  taken   by  a 
watch  patrole  on  the  night   of  ti.-e    23d  July,  in  New-llreet,  with  pikes  in 
their  hands,  and  the  fact  was  proved  in  fre  cle&refl:  manner  by  fome  of  the 
watchmen.     Two  of  the  prifoner.".  having  befch  in  the  employment  of  Edw* 
Clarke,  Efq.  of  Palmerftown,  an  eminent  cotton  manufacturer,  and  a  magis- 
trate for  the  county  Dublin,  who  was  wounded  on  the  quays  the  evening 
of  the  infurreelion,  he  was  produced  to  their  character,   and  in  the  courfe 
of  his  evidence  fome  clrcumftances  tranfpired  relative  to  the  difcovery  of 
the  infurreclion  which  were  before  unknown  to  the  public.     Mr.  Clarke 
having  obferved  iomething  peculiar  in  the  conduct,  of  his  workmen,  he  re- 
paired to  Mr.  Secretary  Marfden,  at  his  office  in  the  Caftle,  on  the  Thurfday 
previous  to  the  infurreclion,  and  expreffed  his  apprehenfions  that  fomething 
riotous  or   inlurrtctionary  was  meditated.     Mr.    Marfdcn  applaudee*   his 
attention,  defired  him    to    return  home,  continue-  his  o'ufervation,  and  ac- 
quaint him  with  the  result.     Mr.  Clarke  did  fo,  and  waited  on  the  Secretary 
next  dav  (Friday)  exprefling  a  tear  that  he  had  been  precipitate  in  the  ap-" 
prehenfions  which  he  had  entertained,  and  that  ±rom  the  inveftigation   he 
had  made,  he  believed  there  exifted  nodefign  to  interrupt  the  public  peace. 
At  this  interview  Mr.  M.  exhorted  him  not  to  abate  of  his  vigilance  and 
obfervation,  b;..e  to  give  to  Government  immediate  intimation  of  any  thing 
which  he  might  confider  necefiary.     Mr.  Clarke  returned  home  again  under 
?.n  idea  of  perfect  fecurity,  but  the  next  morning  (Saturday,  the  23d  July) 
having  noticed  an  nriufual  ftir  and  diforderly  conduct,  among   his   men,  his 
former  aporehenihnis  were  revived,  and  he  hurried  to  the  Caftle,  acquaint- 
ing Mr.  Mariden  with  the  change  in  his  opinion,  and  the  cauihs  which  pro- 
duced it,  and  was  with  him  feveral  times  in  the  courfe  of   that    day.     Mr. 
Marfden   had  received   previous  information    to  the  fame  effect,  and  was 
adopting  fuitable  means  of  precaution  and  among  others,  on  confulting  with 
Mr.  Clarke,   he  had  the  guards   doubled  at  Chapel lzod,  and  a  patrole  ap- 
pointed between  that  and  Palmerftown  ;  thus  defeating  the  plans    of   the 
rebels  in  that  quarter,  and  preventing   their   meditated   attacks  on  thofe 
points  which  they  conlidered  of  leading  importance. 

Jufbce,  in  this  in  fiance,  was  not  attempted  to  be  defrauded  by  a  fuborned 
alibi  defence,  and  the  Jury  without  hcfitation  found  the  prifoners  Guilty. 

They  received  fen'tence  of  death'  on  the  14th;  and  on  Saturday,  the  17th, 
Donelly  and  Tyrrell  were  executed  at  Palmerftown  ;  Kelly  was  executed  in 
Thomas-fcrect ;  and  Begley  was  refpited. 
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A'londdj)  September  Xlth. 

"John  Hay,  alias  Hayes,  was  eonvkled  of  high'  treaftm,  without  the  Jury 
leaving  the  box.  The  principal  witneiTes  were  the  fame  as  in  the  profeeu- 
tion  ot  Rourke,  namely,  MahafFy  and  Ryan,  who  clearly  proved  that  on 
the  night  of  the  infurreelion  the  pnfoner  was  actively  engaged  in  it  in 
Thomas-fcreet,  and  was  among  thofe  who  piked  the  unfortunate  dragoon,  at 
whom  Rourke  difcharged  his  bluuderbufs  ;  he  alfo  piked  the  dragoon's 
horfe,  which  atft  of  wanton  and  favage  cruelty  was  commuted  when  the 
poor  animal  had  fallen.  The  prifoiier,  who  was  hofiler  at  the  Talbot  Inn, 
Thorn as-ftrect,  fled  on  the  morning  after  the  infurreiftion,  without  afiigning. 
any  caufe  to  his  employer,  and  was  afterwards  apprehended  in  the  town  of 
Tdenderry.  He  received  fenteuce  of  death  on  Wednefday,  the  14th,  and 
was  executed  in  Thomas -ftreet,  on  the  Saturday  following. 
• 


Monday?  September    \<)ih. 

On  this  day,  Robert  Emmet,  Efq.  aftrr  a  long  and  patient  investigation 
of  his  cafe,  was  conviciled  of  the  charges  of  High  Treafon  advanced  againife 
him;  but  as  this  trial  is  the  molt  important,  and  develops  the  whole 
rang*  and  fyftem  of  the  conspiracy,  it  is  reierved  for  the  laft — and  will, 
with  much  cfTe<5t  aflJ  conniteucy,  terminate  this  publication. 


'Ttufduy,  Set/timber   l^th. 

Henry  How  ley  was  tried.- — It  was  clearly  proved  againft  this  man 
that  he  rented  the  Malt  Store, in  Mafs-iane,  winch  was  converted  into  t:'e 
rebel  depot.  The  prifoner  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  and  was  proved  to 
have  been  acfHvely  engaged,  in  the  depot  for  fome  time  previous  to  the 
iniurrecxion,  making  pike-handles,  &c.  When  arretted  by  Major  Sirr,  the 
prifoner  was  armed  with  a  piftol,  and,  in  refilling  his  caption,  ihot  Hanlon, 
the  late  keeper  of  Birmingham  Tower,  Dublin  Cattle,  who  was  afliffcing 
Major  Sirr.  The  Jury,  without  retiring  from  the  box,  returned  a  verdiel; 
of  Guilty.  The  culprit  immediately  received  fentence  of  death,  and  was 
executed  the  following  day  in  front  of  the  New  Prifon. — He  behaved  on 
the  awful  occaiion  with  penitence,  and  exhorted  the  affemblcd  multitude 
to  avoid  thofe  foolith  and  wicked  puriuits  which  had  brought  him  to 
that  ignominious  fate,  and  which  could  only  end  in  the  deftruclion  of  all 
who  ihould  be  mad  enough  to  perfevere  in  them.  Howley  had  been 
engaged  in  the  former  rebellion,  and  received  a  wound  in  a  depredatory 
attack  which  he  made  on  the  houfc  of  a  gentleman,  in  the  Queen'« 
County. 

Saturday 
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Saturday,   Qfioler   if. 

yohn  l\f  Infojh  alfo  a  carpenter  by  trade,  was  tried,  and  convicted 
*»u  the  cleared  tefiimony.  It  appeared  that  he  was  the  proprietor  of  a 
houfe,  No.  26,  in  Patrick-flreet,  wherein  the  explolion  of  gun-powder  took 
place  on  the  16th  of  Juiy,  the  Saturday  preceding  the  infurredcion.  In 
this  houfe  the  prilbner  had  been  manufacturing  gun-powder,  or  rather 
from  the  appearance  of  powder  found  there,  lie  was  preparing  it  for  iky- 
rockets,  Sec.  A  few  pike-handles,  and  a  few  bayonets  were  found  in  the 
prcmiies  ;  fome  of  the  pike-handles  were  conftrudted  with  a  hinge  like  a 
Lady's  fiarafol,  to  double,  and  thus  be  carried  concealed  under  a  great  coat, 
&e.  and  in  a  chert  were  found  about  50  newly  cart  mufquet  balls,  and  a  copy 
of  "  Volney's  Revolution  of  Empires, "' — a  iuitable  ftudy  for  perfons  fo  well 
calculated  to  illuilrate  how  empires  may  be  ruined  by  the  predominance 
of  ignorance  and  vice. 

After  the  accident  of  the  explofion  the  prifoner  went  into  the  rebel 
depot  in  Mafs-lane,  and  was  there  actively  aflifling  in  making  pike-handles 
and  other  miiFiles,  until  the  evening  of  the  23d  of  July,  when  he  fallied 
forth  with  the  other  rebels,  and  was  one  of  thole  who  flopped  Lord 
Kilivardens  carriage,  and  flood  by,  while  that  lamented  nobleman  and  his 
nephew  were  fo  cruelly  and  fo  cowardly  afTailinated.  He  afterwards  fled, 
and  was  arrefted  at  Arklow,  in  the  County  of  Wicklow,  by  Abraham  Coates, 
Efq.  a  magiflrate  to  whom,  when  interrogated,  he  defcribed  himfelf  a  mill- 
wright going  to  Waterford,  that  his  name  was  Afagrat/j,  that  he  had  not 
been  in  Dublin  for  three  weeks  previous  to  the  infurredtion,  but  had  been 
working  at  Mr.  Jones's  of  Kilndc'arr'ig,  county  of  Wicklow.  He  made  no 
defence  but  that  of  character,  and  the  Jury  found  him  Guilty,  without  re- 
tiring from  the  box.  The  culprit  was  executed  on  the  following  Monday, 
in  Patrick-flreet,  oppohte  to  the  houfe  which  he  had  rendered  inftrumentai 
to  the  infurredtion. 


jvfonday,    OSloher  3d. 

rfhomas  Keenan,  another  carpenter,  was  tried  and  convicted. 

John  Fleming  fworn,  identified  the  Prifoner,  and  depofed  that  he  law 
him  come  to  the  depot  in  Mafs-Lane  about  a  week  before  the  infurredtion, 
in  company  with  M'lntolh  and  two  or  three  perfons,  where  he  continued 
making  pike  handles,  &c.  On  the  evening  of  the  infurredtion,  the  Prifo- 
ner armed  with  a  piftol  and  a  pike,  was  of  the  party  which  flopped  Lord 
Kil<warden\  carriage,  and  the  witnefs  faw  him  pike  that  unfortunate  and 
defencelefs  nobleman,  while  lying  on  the  ground,  and  imploring  the  mercy 
of  his  affaffins.  The  fact  of  his  having  been  at  work  in  the  rebel  depot 
was  corroborated  by  the  teflimony  of  another  witnefs,  Pat.  Finerty.  After 
the  infurredtion  he  fled,  and  was  taken  at  Arklow  wjth  M'lntolh,  by  Mr. 
Coates,  to  whom  he  faid  his  name  was  Brien,  telling,  at  the  fame  time,  a 
ftory  fimilar  to  that  advanced  by  his  companion.  The  Prisoner's  defence 
was  oaly  that  of  character,  and  the  Jury  in  about  five  minutes  returned  a 
Verdict  of  Guilty.     Pie  was  executed  in  Thomas-fbreet. 

TVednfday 
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Wednefday,  Oc*?ol>er  $th. 

Denis  Lambert  Redmond^  who  had  attempted  by  fuicidc  to  evade  the  jtifticc 
of  bis  country,  was  put  to  the  bar. 

Patrick  M'Cabe  being  Sworn,  depofed,  that  having  been  informed  of  the 
intended  inSurrection  on  the  day  preceding,  by  Mr.  Allen,  woollen-draper. 
College-Green,  he,  by  appointment  waited  on  Alien  the  next  morrufig.  (Sa- 
turday the  23d  of  juiv),  and  accompanied  by  another  gentleman-,  they 
went  to  the  Prifoner's  houfe  on  the  Coal-quay,  and  from  thence  all  four 
proceeded  to  a  field  adjoining  the  fecond  lock  of  the  Grand  Canal,  where 
they  convetSed  about  the  riling  which  was  to  take  place  that  night,  and 
fixed  that  they  and  their  immediate  party  were  to  attack  the  Barracks  at 
Island-Bridge;  .they  abb  concerted  attacks  upon  the  Magazine  in  the  Park, 
and  on  the  Uaftle  of  Dublin,  j  They  next  proceeded  to  the  houfe  of  a  pub- 
lican, named  Browne,  at  Ifland-Bridge,  where  they  breakfafted  and  renewed 
the  conversations  about  the  means  of  effecting  their  rebellious  purpoies. 
The  Prifoner  and  Allen  were  earneft  in  their  defire  of  attempting  the  in~ 
furrcction  that  night,  but  the  other  pCrfon  whom  the  witnefs  did  not 
name,  and  who  feemed  to  know  more  of  the  buftnefs  than  the  others,  did 
not  fecm  equally  inclined  for  immediate  action,  and  laid  that  m  the  couri'c 
of  the  cay  he  would  obtain  further  information  on  the  fubjedt.'  After 
breakfaft  the  witnefs  and  the  Prifoner  went  down  where  there  was  a.filh- 
erman,  and  the  Priioner  fpoke  to  him  for  fome  time.  On  their  return  to 
town,  Allen  and  the  other  man  Separated-  from  them  and  went  towards 
Bow-Bridge",  and  the  Priioner  and  witnefs  continued  together  until  the  for- 
mer was  met  in  Thomas- Street  by  an  acquaintance,  who  detained  him  a 
Hiort  time,  during  which,  the  witnefs  proceeded  to  the  Coal-quay,  and  ca 
entering  the  Prisoner's  houfe  he  faw  Carpenters'  work  going  on,  and  two. 
lads  taking  the  Squares  off7  the  handles  of  pikes.  'I  he  reft  of  the 
witrfefs's  evidence  was  much  the  Same  .as  that  which  he  gave  on -the 
trial  of  ^Kearney, 

Nafon  Lroivw,  the  publican  at  Ifland-Bridge,  and  his  wife  Elizabeth 
Browne,  corroborated  the  evidence  of  M'Cabc  in  the  fact  of  the  PrU 
foner,  and  three  other  perfons,  one  of  whom  was  the  witnefs  M'Cabe, 
having  breakfafted  at  his  houfe,  the  morning  of  the  23d  of  July. 

Thomas  Morgan,  the  fiShcrman,  mentioned  by  M'Cabe,  alSo  corrobora- 
ted that  part  of  the  evidence,  and  depofed  further-,  that  about  four  days 
previous  to  the  inlurredtion,  the  Prifoner  met  him  on  the  Coal-quay, 
and  oblerved,  "  Thais  a  f.us  barrack  you  have  at  Jjlaiid- Bridge  ;  /  believe  then 
is  a  good  deal  of  men  in  it"  The  witjiefs  replitd  that  he  did  not  know 
the  exact   complement   of  men,  but   that  there  were  a  great  many. 

Therms  Read,  Surveyor  of  Cariingr'ord,  identified  the  Prifoner,  and  de- 
pofed, that  on  the  lit  of  Auguft,  feeing  a  brig,  (the  Tarieton  of  Wex- 
ford, James  Murphy,  Matter)  in  the  harbour,  he  hailed  and  wrent  on 
board  her.  There  were  four  parTcngern,  among  whom  was  the  Prifo- 
ner ;  the  other  three  had  paffes,  but  he  had  none,  and  accounted  for 
the  want  by  Saying  that  it  was  in  his  trunk  which  had  been  waSh- 
ed  ovei  board  in  a  Storm,  in  which  the  vefTei  was  near  being  loft; 
he  brought  the  Prifoner  to.  Newry,  and  after  waiting  two  polls 
for  the  Ptiioncr  to  get  a  pafs,  which  he  had  written  for  to  Al- 
derma  :  Tr'svor,  witnefs  received  an  order  from  Government  to  bring 
the  Prjfuii-r  to  Dublin.  On  their  way  they  Stopped  at  Drogheda  the  firSt 
night,  where,  in  conversation  the  Prifoner  greatly  praife'd  Bonaparte,  and 
extolled  his  humanity,  on  which  the  witnefs  aiked  him  how  Bonaparte 
could  be  caikd  humane,  alter  having  majjacred  his  Turkish  prifonets  in    cool 
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blood,  at  yaffa,  and  fdifoned  his  oivn  fich  fol diets  in  fbe  Bcfldtat,  to  get  rid  'of  tot 
trouble  of  them.  To  this  the  Pri&her  made  no  other  anfwer  than  anting  die 
witnefs  to  argue  it  like  a  Philofopber  \  arrived  in  town,  the  witness  delivered 
up  t;-.^  Prifoner  to  Major  Sirr. 

Major  iSzVr  being  fvvorn,  depofed  to  his  having  found,  on  the  Tucfday 
after  the  infur rectum,  feyeral  bayonets  aud  pikes  ready  mounted,  in  the 
Prifbhcr's  hcufe  on  the  Coai-quay,  and  aifo  three  beams,  as  they 
appeared.'  but  on  clofer  examination  they  proved  to  be  cafes  formed 
of  the  outfide  ilabs.  of  timber,  and  containing  each  about  forty  pikes. 
On  the  Prifoner  being  brought  *to  the  witnefs  after  his  arrcft,  he  in- 
terrogated him,  and  wrote  down  the  anfwers  on  a  piece  of  paper.  This 
paper  the  witnefs  produced  <?;d  read,  and  by  which  it  appeared  that 
the  prifoner  faid  he  had  breakfafted  at  his  own  houfe  and  alone,  oil 
the  231!  of  July,  and  bad  flept  there  that  night.  The  Major,  how- 
ever,  added,  that  in  being  confronted  with  M'Cabe,  he  acknow- 
ledged the  act  of  his  having  breakfafted  at  Illand-Bridge,  as  before 
ftated. 

Andrew  Wbttan\  one  of  the  attendants  in  Newgate,  fwore,  that  about 
a  fortnight  fince,  the  Prifoner  gave  him  a  written  paper  which  he  tx- 
prefied  a  wifh  to  have  printed.  The  witnefs  immediately  gave  the 
paper  to  the  Rev.  Fojler,  Archer,  iiifpcctor  of  prifons.  Mr.  Archer  being 
fworn,  identified  the  paper,  a  paifage  from  which  was  then  read,  and 
by  which"  it  appeared  that  the  prifoner  was  endeavouring  to  perpetu- 
ate his  treafons,  and  excite  to  renewed  rebellion.  It  commenced  with 
th?  following  dreadful  fenthnent  of  cruel  revenge  and  re-action,  "who 
"  knows  but  the  day  may  fhortly  arrive,  when  we  may  find,  in  feme 
"  meaftire  fulfilled  the  words  of  the  Scripture,  An  eye  far  an  eye,  a  leg 
w  J  or  a  l&r,  us:  J  an  arm  for  an   arm" 

The  Prifoner's  defence  was  that  of  character,  and  in  the  courfe  of 
the  evidence  it  adpeared  that  he  had  ferved  his  time  to  the  trade  of 
an  hatter,  but  had  afterwards  become  coal-factor.  The  jury  after  a 
few  minutes,  returned  a  verdict  of  Guilty. 

That  verdict  feemed  to  have  completely  fubdued  the  fpirft  of  the  unfor- 
tunate criminal — his  colour  became  livid — and,  when  called  upon  to  fay 
why  judgment  of  death  and  execution  fhould  not  be  pafTed  upon  him.  he 
addreffed  the  following  fpeech  to  the  Court,  in  the  rnoft  broken  and  inco- 
herent manner,  and  amidft  Japfes  of  thought,  in  which  he  feemed  almoii 
wholly  unconfeious  of  _exifler.ee.— "  Judging  from  the  awful,  htuation  ia 
which  I  ftand — 1  beg  of  the  Court  to  fay  a  few  words  merelv  as  far 
as  concerns  the  evidence.  Firft,  as  to  that  of  Mc'Cabe,  I  am  convin- 
ced he  in  fome  degree  exaggerated. — .As  to  feeing  pikes  in  my  houfe,  I 
difavow  it. — As  to  his  evidence  on  that  part,  he  mult  be  confident  that 
it  is  perjury  of  the  blacked  die. — As  to  Mr.  Sirr's  evidence,  the  e®o- 
verfation  he  has  related  of  what  I  faid  of  the  morning  of  the  23d  July, 
1  did  not  recollect  at  firft — when  afterwards  I  met  M'Cabe,  I  did 
fay  that  I  breakfafted  at  Ifiand-Eridge — it  was  actually  the  cafe. — As  to 
the  evidence  of  Mr.  Read,  10  far  as  concerns  the  character  of  Bonaparte, 
he  was  the  firft  perfon  who  introduced  it — he  firft  drank  the  health  of 
the  King — I  did  the  fame— I,  then  gave  the  health  of  Gen.  Bonaparte, 
on  wrhich  he  made  objection,  ana  fpqke  hardly  of  the  character  of  Bo- 
naparte, which  t  defended,  alleging  that  I  had  a  right  to  do  fo,  as  I 
had  read  in  the  newfpapsrs  of  feveral  refpectable  perfons1  having  been 
Saken   into  cuftody  in    London,    and    imprifosed   for   during  to   abufe 

the 
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the  character  of  that  grest  man.  At  this  moment,  when  the  halter  is 
round  my  neck,  and  the  axe  rea  :.y  to  fever  my  head  from  my  bo- 
dy, I  will  acknowledge  that  I  held  an  official  ftation  under  the  Provi- 
sional Government,  in  which  I  acted  with  energy — and  I  acknowledge 
that  its  iuccefs  was  the  full  amount  of  my  wifhes — had  my  proceeding* 
of  the  23d  been  brought  forward,  it  would  appear." — But  alter  a  very 
long  paiife,  he  added,  "  the  fituation  of  my  mind  will  not  enable  me  to 
fa)'  more." 

Baron  George,  with  the  moft  humane  and  patient  conlideration,  here< 
defired  the  prifoner  to  collect  himfelf,  and  that  if  he  wilhed  to  fay  any 
tiling  more,  the  Court  would  wait  as  long  as  he  pleafed. 

The  prifoner  only  added  a  requeft,  not  to  have  any  perfons  admitted 
to  his  cell  from  mere  curiofity — and  that  he  might  have  fome  trifling 
accommodation,  and  materials  for  writing  a  few  letters. 

The  Court  faid  that  orders  would  be  given  that  no  perfons  fhould 
be  admitted  to  him  but  by  his  own  defire,  and  that  the  other  accommo- 
dations he  defired  fhould  be  granted  to  him. 

Baron  George  then,  previous  to  palling  fentence,  addreffed  the  prifoner 
to  the  following  effect : 


Denis  Lambert  Redmond,  the  cafe  of  high  treafon  on  which  you 
have  been  tried,  has  been  eftablifhed  againfl:  you  by  evidence  the 
moft  fatisfaclory  —  Indeed  your  own  declaration  at  this  moment 
ihews  you  were  guilty  of  the  offence  of  which  you  (land  convicted. 
You  have  admitted  that  you  were  in  the  employment  of  the  Provi- 
fional  Government,  having  thrown  down  the  allegiance  which  you 
owed  to  your  king  and  your  country.  It  is  highly  lamentable  that 
before  you  entered  on  an  enterprife  fo  deftruclive  and  fo  daring, 
that  you  did  not  reflect  a  little  on  the  confequences  ;  that  you  did 
not  take  into  confideration  all  the  horrid  crimes  which  muft  have 
been  committed  before  your  hopes  could  have  been  realized  — — 
crimes  of  all  others  the  mod  odious  in  the  fight  of  God,  and  of  all 
God's  creatures.  Nor  think  that  you  can  make  any  diftinction  fa- 
vourable to  yourfelf  in  the  divifion  of  the  offence,  for  every  crime 
committed  on  the  dreadful  night  of  the  23d  of  July  iaft,  mufl  lie 
upon  the  heads  of  the  Provifional  Government,  whoever  they  are, 
and  upon  the  heads  of  tbofe  agents  who  entered  into  their  wicked 
fervice.  And  could  any  thing  fhew  more  clearly  the  anger  of  Pro- 
ridence,  than  the  circumflances  attending  your  efcape  from  juftice 
and  your  apprehenfion  ?  You  embarked  in  a  velfel  to  leave  the  coun- 
try, but  He  whom  he  winds  and  feas  obey,  forbad  your  flight,  and 
brought  you  back  to  thofe  mores  where  your  crime  was  committed, 

and 
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fcnd  where  atonement  was  due.  Was  there  ever  a  cafe  fmce  the 
beginning  of  the  world  wherein  the  interference  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence was  more  palpable  ?  What  was  the  defign  of  the  Provifional 
Government  ?  To  declare  Ireland  an  independent  republic,  and 
to  fever  it  from  Great  Britain.  If,  indeed,  they  fincerely  entertain- 
ed inch  a  notion,  they  muft  have  been  fools,  and  entirely  infenfible 
to  the  difficulties  or  difadvantages  of  fucha  fcheme,  Surely,  there 
is  no  man  of  common  unBerflanding,  and  at  all  acquainted  with  the 
Britim  conflitution,  who  dots  not  know  that  it  far  fufpaffes  any  re- 
public, or  an;    Ample  form   of  government  in  the  world. -Every 

man  who  alTerted  the  reverfe,  has  been  again  and  again  refuted  fifty 
times  over — and  any  man  with  a  knowledge  of  hiitory,  and  who  has 
had  a  liberal  education,  which  appears  not  to  have  been  your  good 
fortune,  would  never  compare  the  Britifli  Government  with  that  of 
any  other  nation.  -  But  what  monftrous  ignorance  and  infatua- 
tion muft  pofiefs  the  man  who  is  able  to  read  a  newfpaper,  and  could 
believe  that  Ireland,  feparated  from  England,  could  retain  her  inde- 
pendence, If  once  fevered  from  that  land  of  freedom,  and  that  race 
of  freemen,  muft  (lie  not  of  necelTity  become  fubjugated  to  the  mod 
abandoned  and  abject  flaveiy  that  ever  difgraced  the  human  form? 
In  Turkey,  or  any  of  the  eaftern  countries,  where  can  there  be 
found  flaves  fo  degraded  as  in  France  ?  And  could  any  but  madmen, 
for.  a  fingte  moment,  entertain  the  project  of  relinquifhing  Britifli 
freedom,  and    Britifli    connection,  for  fo  vile  and  hard  a  deiliny  ? 

Could  the  practicability  of  fuch  a  meafure  have  ferioufly  entered 

the  heads  of  any  fet  of  men,  how  could  they  have  abandoned  them- 
felves  to  the  bafe  election,  or  their  own  country  to  the  miferable 
fate,  of  feparating  from  the  freer!  and  happier!  people  that  ever  iiluf- 
trated  the  dignity  of  human  nature,  to  connect  themfelves  with  the 

flaves  of  a  Corfican  Ufurper  ? How  could  reafon  fo  err  !    But 

though  you  could  have  broken  that  proud  and  honourable  connec- 
tion, which  I    truft  in   God,   will  be   indiflolubre   until  men,  and 

nations,  and  tirae^  (hail  be  no  more fee  what  dreadful  means  you 

muft  have  ufed— what  arrogance  in    the  defign what  cruelty 

and  horrid  crime  in  the  execution.  '  No  attempt  is  made  by  argu_ 
ment  to  convince  the  reafon  and  induce  the  co-operation   of  your 

countrymen 
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countrymen,  but  a  number  of  weapons  are  fecretly  hoarded  up- 
blood  is  the  nrft  thing  in  the  contemplation  of  your  purpofe  ;  ths 
rabble  of  the  country  are  invited  to  take  arms,  and  to  fail  with  fa- 
fa  ge  rage  upon  the  civilized,  informed,  and  virtuous  part  offociety. 
Was  ever  jfuch  wickednefs  heard  of?  How  could  freedom,  or  any 
principle  conducive  to  the  happinefs  of  man  fpring  out  of  fuch 
means  ?  Had  your  fchemes  been  even  formed  by  wifdcm,  and 
Calculated"  for  the  mod  falutary  operation  on  the  happinefs  and 
profperity  of  your  country,  what  right  has  any  man  to  arm  him- 
feif  againfr.  the  life  of  his  fellow-citizen,  becaufe  the  latter  pre- 
fers to  live  under  an  efbbiifned  and  rational  £Overnmen\  dip 
penfing  bleflings  to  him  and  his  fellow-fubjects  ?  What  unac- 
countable arrogance,  cruelty  and  injuftice  in  the  individual,  and 
what  unfpeakable  calamity  to  the  public,  if  every  vifionary  in 
politics  is  to  dart  up  at  pleafure,  and  prefcribe  his  form  of 
government  by  force  of  arms  ?  Was  any  thing  ever  heard  fo 
horribly  revolting  to  the  feelings  of  humanity  and  the  dictates 
of  reafon  ?  Whatever  your  education  may  have  been,  your  own 
reafon  mufr.  have  fhewn  you,  that  the  vengeance  of  God  mull 
be  particularly  denounced  againfr.  confpiracy,  becaufe  of  the 
magnitude  of  thofe  crimes  which  it  neqeflarjl^  embraces.  You 
mull:  have  counted  on  thoufands  upon  thoufands  of  murders, 
before  you  could  have  effected  your  purpofe — and  the  moll 
dreadful  maflfacres — the  mo  ft  indifcrirninate  havoc  of  their  quiet 
and  unoffending  countrymen  mull  have  been  conferences  fami-- 
liar  to  the  minds  of  thofe  who  could  form  a  plan  of  this 
kind  ! 

Young  man,  you  have  now  been  a  long  time  in  goal — you 
have  had  much  time  for  reileclion--d'.!ring  the  period  you  have 
been  in  the  hands  of  the  law,  many  unhappy  viiiims  have 
fallen  beneath  its  juftice — you  have  heard  them  going  out  to 
execution,  with  the  general  confen:  of  the  public — not  a  po- 
pular regret  attending  their  fate,  but  reafon,  virtue,  and  religion 
deriving  confidence   and  fecurity  from  their   punifhment— you  wit- 

nefTed  ail  thofe  examples  palling  under  your  eyes- the  voice  of 

juilice    vindicating    the    happinefs    of  fociety,  was    every  moment 
reaching   your  ears— — yet  only  think,    young  man,  how  wrongly 

you 
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you  have  conducted  yourfelf.  The  law  allowed  you  pens,  ink, 
and  paper,  to  inflrufr.  your  counfel,  and  that  you  might  derive 
every  fair   ailiftance   from  their   advice,    and    the    fuggeftions  of 

your  own    mind the   law    allowed    you   this,     for    it  is    the 

pride  of  our  laws  to  labour  more  for  the  acquittal  than  the 
conviction  of  the  accufed,  however  black  the  allegations  cf  of- 
fence  and    yet,    for    God's    fake,    confider    how    you  have 

ufed    this  indulgence. 

I  have  looked  into  parts  of  the  pamphlet  or  paper  you  have  writ- 
ten, and  nioft  unfortunate  muft  it  be  for  any  man  in  your  fituation 
to  leave  behind  him  fuch   a  hardened  and  unprincipled  invitation  to 
crime  ;  you   were   not  fatisfied  with  bringing  yourfelf  to   the  eni 
which  row   awaits  you,  and  of  having  contributed  to  the  fate  ot 
thofe  who  have  gone  before  vou,  but,    at  a  time  and  under  cii- 
cumliances  when    your  thoughts  mould  have  taken  another  direc- 
tion,   you    were    labouring    to    perpetuate    your  errors  and   youi' 
crimes,    and    by    the    influence    of  your  wicked  advice,  bring  to 
fhame  and  death,  after   you  were  in   your  grave,  poor  men  who 
otherwife  might   live  induflrioufly,  and   happily  in  the  bofoms  of 
their  families.    For  God's  fake,  did  you  confider  bow  enormoufly 
vou   were  aggravating   the  guilt   which    already  prefTed  upon  your 
foul  ?  How  could  you  reconcile   to   your  conference  to  bring  any 
man  to  that   fate    which    had    fo    juftly  overtaken  yourfelf,    or 
how  could  you,   with  any  remain   of  religious  feeling,  prepare  to 
meet    your    God    under  fuch   circumstances  ?    How    could    you 
hope  even   to  remain   at    reft   in   your    grave,    carrying  with  you 
into   it   fuch   deliberate  and  fiend-like   enmity  againfl    the    peace 
and  happinefs    of  your    country  ?    Oh  !    it  is  lamentable,  young 
man,  to  fee  the   human  heart   fo   depraved,  and  the  motives  of 
public  good  fo  grievoufly  perverted  to   the   ends  of  focial  difor- 
ganization  and  mifsry  !   You  appear  to  have  been  bred  a  mechanic, 
and  it  is  eafy  to   fee  that  you  have  not  had  learning  to  fit  you 
for  any  higher  situation,  under  the  Provisional  or  under  any  other 
Government.  The  obvious  defects  in  your  fpelling,  with  other  gro(s 
errors  in  that  (hocking  compofition  of  yours  now  before  the  Court, 
lufficiently  prove  how  little   your  education  could  have  juftified   or 
supported  your  arnbjtion.  Believe  me,  it  is  no  eafy  thing  to  become 

H  a  legislator 


a  legiflator  and  a  ruler.  It  is  no  fmail  thing  to  aflame  the 
cares,  and  the  weighty  and  intricate  duties  which  devolve  upon 
the  ftatefrnan  ;  and  eminently  muffc  he  be  gifted  in  himfelf  who 
undertakes  to  govern  others.  He  mould  not  only  have  an  highly 
cultivated  underftanding,  but  he  (hould  alfo  have  experience,  and 
the  learning  which  he  derives  from  paft  times  mould  be  directed  by 
a  knowledge  of  his  own — he  (hould  be  able  to  trace  the  hidden 
Iprings  of  human  aclion,  and  he  (hould  have  that  ftrength  of  mental 
virion  which  could  putfue  human  nature  into  thofe  receffes  where  it 
efcapes  the  obfervation  of  common  men  j  with  all  this,  he  mould 
have  virtue,  and  be  influenced  by  a  tender  and  religious  regard 
for  the  happinefs  of  thofe  committed  to  his  care;  elfe  mifera- 
ble  muft  be  the  lot  of  that  people  whofe  interests  are  fubjected  to 
the  will  of  vice  and  inhumanity,  whether  allied  with  ignorance 
or  with  talents.  How  were  your  powers,  or  your  difpolitions 
calculated  for  public  authority  ? — You  have  by  one  and  the 
fame  acl  furnifhed  a  record  againft  both.  Not  fatisfied  with  having 
brought  yourfelf  under  the  avenging  hand  of  the  law,  you  dedica- 
ted that  time  which  mould  have  been  devoted  to  God,  and  during 
which  you  (houid  have  worn  with  your  knees  the  very  fkgs  of  your 
cell,  entreating  forgivenefs  of  Heaven— that  precious  time  you  mif- 
j>ent,  in  ccirspofing,  and  endeavouring  to  get  publifhed,  one  of  the 
molt  wicked,  remorjfeJefs,  mifchievous,  and  ill-intended  pamphlets 
that  could  poflibly  have  been  conceived. 

It  is  really  one  of  the  moil  painful  duties  which  can  devolve  up- 
on man,  that  of  conligning  to  death  one  fo  unfitted  for  that  awful 
event  as  you  are  :  and  who,  inflead  of  praying  and  repenting,  has 
fo  recently  been  inflamed  with  fuch  bad  paflions,  and  whichyou 
were  only  folicitous  to  communicate  to  others.  I  therefore  entreat 
that  you  will  not  mifpend  another  moment' of  your  exigence  in  this 
world,  or  add,  by  other  deeds,  to  the  fins  which  you  have  to 
anfwer  for  already — humble  yourfelf  before  your  offended  God  ,  tnd 
do  every  thing  that  yet  remains  to  conciliate  his  mercy  ;  an  rely, 
young  man,  that  nothing  can  fo  effectually  affuage  the  Divine  anger, 
as  a  becoming  fenfe  of  your  own  crimes,  and  a  fincere  and  contrite 
-ndeavour  to  prevent  the  continuation  of  thofe  crimes,  tnd  of  their 
epnfecmences  to  your  country. 
1  Here 
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Here  the  learned  and  eloquent  Judge  pronounced  with  the  moft  evident 
impreffion  of  humane  feeling,  and  in  the  ufual  termsj  the  fblemn  fentence  of 
the  law. 

He  was  executed  the  next  day  on  the  Coalnquay,  oppofite  to  his  own 
houfe.  He  died  with  that  levity  which  is  mifnamed  fortitude,  and  feemed 
to  have  fummoned  to  his  aid  that  modern  Philafnpby  which  having  tempt- 
ed him  to  live  badly,  would  not  fuffer  him  to  die  pioufly.  Notwithstand- 
ing this  conduct  on  the  fcaiTold,  he  was  anxious  to  preferve  life  by  every 
fucrifice  of  his  caufe  and  principles.  On  thefe  conditions  he  offered  to 
difclofe  all  that  he  knew  about  the  conspiracy,  but  Government  having 
been  already  informed  of  all  that  it  was  poffiblc  for  him  to  tell,  his  offer 
was  rejected  ;  it  was  wifely  determined  that  he  fhould  be  made  a  falutary 
example  of;  and  that  even-handed  juftice  fhould  not  fufftr  the  feducer  to 
be  exempted  from  the  punifhment  of  the  feduced. 


ROBERT    EMMET    Esc^ 

The  trial  of  Robirt  Emmet,  Efq,  which  has  been  merely  adverted  to  in  the 
courfe  in  which  it  took  place,  and  was  referved,  from  its  fupcrior  import- 
ance, to  clofe  the  proceedings  of  the  Special  Cornmiffion,  is  now  laid  before 
the  reader. 

Monday,  Sept.    10.<h. 

Lord  Norbury,  Baron  George,  and  Baron  Daly,  prefiding,  Robert  Eminet, 
Efq.  was  put  to  the  bar.  He  had  been  previoufly  arraigned  on  Wednefday 
the  15th,  on  an  indictment  for  high  treafon,  the  nature  of  which  is  explained 
in  the  Attorney  General's  flatement. 

A  jury  having  been  fworn,  and  the  prifonei*  given  in  charge,  the  Right 
Hon.  the  Atttorney  General  addreffed  the  Court  and  the  Jury  as  follows  : 


Mr.  Attorney  General. 

My  Lord  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury, 

It  is  niy  duty  to  Hate  as  concifely  as  I  can,  the  nature  of  the 
charge  which  has  been  preferred  againfl  the  prifoner  at  the  bar  ;  and 
alfo  the  nature  of  the  evidence,  which  will  be  produced  to  fubftan- 
tiate  that  charge.  It  will  require  upon  your  part  the  moft  deliber- 
ate confideration  :  becaufe  it  is  not  only  the  highell  crime  of  which 
at  all  times  the  fubjecl:  can  b«  guilty  ;  but  it  receives,  if  poflible,  ad- 
ditional aggravation,  when  we  confider  the  flate  of  Europe,  and 
the  lamentable  confequences  which  revolution  has  already  brought 
upon  it. 

Perhaps  at  former  periods  fome  allowance  might  be  made  for  the 
heated  imaginations  of  enthufiafts  ;  perhaps  an  extravagant  love  of 
liberty  might  for  a  moment  Supercede  a  rational  understanding, 
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and  men  might  be  induced,  for  want  of  fufricient  experience  or  ca= 
parity  to  look  for  that  liberty  in  revolution.  But  fad  experience 
has  taught  us,  that  modern  revolution  is  not  the  road  to  liberty. 
It  throws  the  mafs  of  the  people  into  agitation  oniy  to  bring  the 
word  and  the  mod  profligate  to  the  furface.  It  originates  in  anar- 
chy, proceeds  in  bloodfhed,  and  ends  in  cruel  and  unrelenting  def- 
potifm. 

Therefore,  Gentlemen,  the  crime  of  which  the  prifoner  ftands 
charged,  demands  the  mod  ferious  and  deep  inveftigation,  becaufe 
it  is  in  its  nature  a  crime  of  the  blacked  dye,  and  which  under  al! 
exiding  circumdances  does  not  admit  of  a  momentary  extenu- 
ation. 

Gentlemen,  the  prifoner  (lands  indifted  upon  a  very  ancient  fla- 
tute— the  25th  of  Edward  III.— -and  the  indictment  is  grounded 
upon  three  claufes.  The  firfc  rejates  to  comparing  and  imagining 
the  death  of  the  king — -the  fecund  in  adhering  to  his  enemies — and 
the  third  to  comparing  to  levy  war  againft  him.  The  two  latter, 
namely,  that  of  adhering  to  the  king's  enemies,  and  that  of  com" 
palling  to  levy  war,  are  fo  intelligible  in  themfelves,  that  they  do 
not  require  any  obfervation  upon  them.  But  the  fird  admits  of 
fome  technical  consideration,  and  may  require  upon  my  part  a  fhon 
explanation. 

In  the  language  of  the  law,  compafling  the  death  of  the  king, 
does  not  mean  or  imply  neceffarily  any  immediate  attack  upon  his 
perfon. — But  any  confpiracy,  which  has  for  its  object  an  alteration 
of  the  laws,  conftitution,  and  government  of  the  country  by  force, 
uniformly  leads  to  anarchy  and  general  deftruction,  and  finally 
tends  to  endanger  the  life  of  the  King. — And  therefore  where  that 
defign  is  fubdantiated,  and  manifeded  by  overt  acts,— whenever 
the  party  entertaining  the  defign  ufes  any  means  to  carry  his  traitor- 
ous intentions  into  execution,  the  crime  of  compafling  and  imagin- 
ing the  death  of  the  king  is  complete. 

Accordingly,  gentlemen,  this  indictment  particularly  dates  feve- 
ral  overt  ac4s,  by  which  the  prifoner  difclofed  the  traitorous  imagin- 
ation of  his  heart. — And,  if  it  mall  be  neceffary,  thofe  particular 
even  i£\$i  and  the  applicability  of  the  evidence  which  will  be  pro- 
duced 
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duced  to  fupport  them,  will  be  Hated  at  large  to  you  by  the  court ; 
and  therefore  it  will  not  be  neceffary  for  me  now  to  trefpafs  upoa 
the  public  time,  by  a  minute  examination  of  them.  — — - 

Gentlemen,  having  heard  the  charge  againft  the  prifoner,  you 
will  naturally  fee!  that  your  duty  will  require  an  invefligation  into 
two  diftincl  points  :  Firft,  M  Whether  there  has,  or  has  not  exifted 
"  a  traitorous  confpiracy  and  rebellion  for  the  purpofe  of  altering 
"  the  law,  the  conftitution,  and  the  government  of  the  country  by 
il  force  ?" — And,  fecondly,  "  Whether  the  prifoner  has  in  any, 
"  and  what  degree  participated  in  that  confpiracy  and  rebellion  ?" 

Gentlemen,  I  was  happy  upon  the  opening  of  this  Comrnifiion 
to  have  flated  to  the  public,  through  the  Jury  which  I  had  the  ho- 
nour to  addrefs,  that  this  rebellion,  dark  as  it  was  in  its  object,  and 
mifchievous  in  its  deiign,  was  in  truth,  in  point  of  numbers,  con* 
temptible  in  the  extreme,  and  that  it  was  prepared  and  put  forward 
by  thofe  only,  who  had  been  difHnguifhed  for  their  former  treafons. 
— I  am  happy  to  ftate  now,  with  more  confidence,  that  during  the 
inveftigation  which  has  taken  place  here,  what  I  then  ftated  has 
turned  out  to  be  precifely  the  fact. — I  then  alfo  congratulated  the 
public  upon  the  tranquillity  of  the  country ;  and  I  am  happy  at  this 
period  to  be  able  to  renew  thofe  congratulations,  and  to  (late,  that 
notwithflanding  the  cruel  and  daflardly  efforts  of  that  rebellion, 
peace  and  tranquility  now  reign  throughout  the  land.  I  did  not 
then,  nor  will  I  now,  ftate  any  profpective  views  of  my  own.—  I 
do  not  wifh  to  undertake  to  fpeak  in  the  prophetic.  But  when  I 
confider  the  vigilance  and  firmnefs  of  his  Majefty's  government, 
the  fpirit  and  difcipline  of  his  Majefty's  troops,  and  that  armed  va- 
lour and  loyalty  which,  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other, 
has  raifed  itfelf  for  the  purpofe  of  crufhing  domeflic  treafon,  and, 
if  necefiary,  of  meeting  and  repelling  a  foreign  foe5  I  do  not  think 
it  unreafonable  to  indulge  a  fanguine  hope,  that  a  continuance  of 
the  fame  conduit  upon  the  part  of  government,  and  of  the  fame  ex- 
ertions upon  the  part  of  the  people,  will  long  preferve  the  nation 
free,  happy,  and  independent. 

Gentlemen,  upon  former  occafions,  perfons  were  brought  to  the 
bar  of  this  court,  implicated  in  the  rebellion,  in  various  though  in- 
ferior 
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ferior  degrees*  But  if  I  am  rightly  inftru&ed,  we  have  now  brought 
to  the  bar  of  juftice,  not  a  perfon  who  has  been  (educed  by  others, 
but  a  gentleman  to  whom  the  rebellion  may  be  traced,  as  the  origin, 
the  life,  and  the  foul  of  it.  If  I  miftake  not,  it  will  appear,  that 
forne  time  before  Chriftmas  laft,  the  prifoner,  who  had  vifited  fo- 
reign countries,  and  who  for  feveral  months  before  had  made  a  con- 
tinental tour,  embracing  France,  returned  to  this  country,  full  of 
thofe  mifcbievous  defigns  which  have  been  now  fo  fully  expofed. 
He  came  from  that  country,  in  which  he  might  well  have  learned 
the  neceflary  effects  of  revolution  ;  and  therefore  if  he  be  guilty  of 
the  treafon,  he  embarked  in  it  with  his  eyes  open,  and  with  a  pre- 
vious knowledge  of  all  its  inevitable  confequences.  But  notwith- 
fianding,  I  am  inftrudred  that  he  perfevered  in  fomenting  a  rebel- 
lion, which  I  will  be  bold  to  fay,  is  unexampled  in  any  country, 
ancient  or  modern.  A  rebellion  which  does  not  complain  of  any 
exiMing  grievances,  which  does  not  flow  from  any  immediate  op- 
preiTion,  and  which  is  not  pretended  to  have  been  provoked  by  our 
mild  and  gracious  King,  cr  by  the  administration  employed  by  him 
to  execute  his  authority.  No,  gentlemen,  it  is  a  rebellion  which 
avows  itfelf  to  come,  not  to  remove  any  evil  which  the  people  feel, 
but  to  recal  the  memory  of  grievances  which,  if  they  ever  exifted, 
muft  have  long  fince  paiTed  away — The  provocations  of  600  years 
have  been  ranfacked— the  fufferings  of  our  anceflors  have  been  ex- 
aggerated,  our  ftate  in  former  ages,  and  at  various  remote  times 
mifreprefented,  in  expectation  of  extracting  from  the  whole,  fome- 
thing  like  a  provocation  tojuflify  a  revolution,  which  at  the  prefenfc 
hour  and  moment  could  have  no  rational  foundation. — We  live  un- 
der a  conflitution  which  we  love  ;  free,  affluent,  and  happy,  re- 
bellion can  find  no  incentive  in  our  prefent  condition.  We  htl 
the  happy  effects  of  beneficial  laws,  of  juft  administration  of 
them  there  is  no  colour  of  complaint.  But  this  rebellion  is  to 
arife  from  the  allies  of  our  anceilors,  and  we  are  called  upon  to  re- 
linquilh  our  own  happinefs  to  vindicate  their  wrongs — they  are  re- 
prefented  to  have  been  flaves,  and  therefore  we  are  called  upon  not 
to  live  contented  as  freemen.  But  as  there  is  no  motive  for  re- 
bellion now,  neither  can  it  be  conciliated  hereafter.     The  manifefta 
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them  into  life  and  animation.  His  machinations  had  not  pro. 
ceeded  far,  when,  for  his  fecurity,  he  found  it  necefTary  to  change 
his  refidence  and  his  name.  Accordingly,  we  find  him  in  an  ob 
fcure  houfe  in  Harold's-crofs,  during  the  fpring  of  the  year. — 
There  he  aflumed  the  name  of  Hewitt,  and  was  vifited  by  perfons 
who  inquired  for  him  by  that  name — while  he  continued  there,  he 
went  by  no  other.  Thus,  I  am  indrucled  to  tell  you,  he  proceed- 
ed  clandestinely,  and  under  an  afTumed  name,  for  a  confiderable 
period  of  time,  not  palling  much  of  it  within  doors  at  Harold's- 
crofs,  but  acting  that  part  which  was  beft  adapted  to  his  views. — 
There  he  continued  until  early  in  March. 

Gentlemen,  you  all  recollect  the  King's  meffage  to  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  from  which  it  was  to  be»  collected  that  a  rupture 
would  take  place  between  this  United  Kingdom  and  France  :  — 
that  was  early  in  March. That  circumftance  was  a  very  confi- 
derable (Hmulative  indeed,  to  the  treafon  which  had  been  heretofore 
fet  on  foot  in  this  country;  and  accordingly,  upon  the  24th  of 
the  fame  month,  that  memorable  depot,  of  which  you  have  all 
heard  fo  much,  was  taken  by  the  confpirators  ;  the  leafe  of  it  is 
dated  the  24th  of  March,  i  803.  About  the  fame  period  there 
were  various  other  depots  eftablifned  in  the  city  to  receive  arms 
and  ammunition,  and  among  others,  one,  which  is  necefTary  to 
be  mentioned,  in  Patrick-flreet,  where  you  recoiled:  an  explofion 
took  place  in  the  month  of  July. 

Having  thus  embarked  pretty  deeply,  and  hired  feveral  houfes  in 
the  city  for  the  purpofe  of  maturing  treafon,  the  pri loner  found, 
that  his  refidence  in  Palmer's  houfe  in  Harold's-crofs,  was  in- 
sompatible  with  the  enlarged  fphere  of  action  in  which  he  was 
engaged,  and  he  removed  to  a  houfe  in  the  vicinity  of  Rathfarn- 
ham,  in  a  place  called  ButterfleM-lane,  for  this  houfe  he  paid  a 
fine  of  6r  guinea* — on  the  27th  of  April  he  got  pofTefiion  Gf  it, 
and  the  leafe  was  executed  upon  the  loth  of  June.— He  took  that 
leafe  under  the  name  of  "  Robert  Ellis" — he  made  the  agreement, 
paid  the  line,  and  figned  the  leafcs  with  the  fame  name ;  and  if 
any  collateral  circumftances  were  wanting  to  induce  fufpicion  upon 
this  tr'anfaftiop,  I  am  to  fhte,  that  one  of  the  witneiTes  to  the  leafe 
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was  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of  William  Dowdall,  a  perfonage 
of  much  treafonable  celebrity.  He  too  like  his  companion  did 
not  always  bear  his  own  name,  (and  indeed  I  admit  he  might 
have  readily  changed  it  for  a  better.)  But  the  Attorney  who  car- 
ried out  the  leafes  happened  to  be  a  countryman  of  Dowdall's, 
and  perfectly  known  to  him.  When  Dowdall  faw  him,  it  oc- 
curred to  him  that  the  name  of  Frazer,  which  was  the  name 
he  aifumed,  would  not  anfwer  upon  that  occafion,  and  there- 
fore he  attefted  the  leafes  with  his  own  real  name.  When  the 
leafes  were  executed,  and  the  parties  retired  from  the  houfe  of  Mr. 
Frayne,  who  as  executor  of  one  Martin,  was  the  leffor  in  the 
cafe,  Mr.  Tyrrell,  the  attorney,  afked  him,  if  he  knew  the  gen--- 
tlemen,  with  whom  he  had  concluded  the  bargain  ;  he  faid,  he 
did  not,  but  that  his  co-executor,  one  Rooney,  who  had  made  the 
agreement  originally  and  received  the  money,  might  know  fome- 
thing  about  them,  but  he  believed  he  was  equally  uninformed  with 
himfelf.  I  fear,  faid  Mr.  Tyrrell,  if  they  are  all  like  Dowdall, 
that  they  can  be  about  no  good  purpofe.  He  never  was  diftin- 
guifhed  as  a  very  good  fubject,  and  I  fear  his  vifit  to  Fort-George 
has  not  much  improved  his  conftitutional  feelings. 

We  were  at  that  time  in  profound  domeftic  peace.  Every  man 
thought  himfelf  fecure. — We  knew  what  might  be  expected  from 
abroad,  and  we  were  prepared  to  meet  it  with  rhmnefs  and  com- 
pofure.  But  with  regard  to  domeftic  treafon,  the  mild  conduct  of 
the  government  towards  the  people,  and  the  clemency  extended 
even  to  traitors  themfelves,  gave  reafon  to  hope  we  mould  no  longer 
be  dilturbed  by  inteftine  machinations.  But  there  is  an  evil  fpirit 
in  fome  which  no  mercy  can  fubdue,  and  it  has  been  unhappily 
found  that  where  the  generous  feelings  of  the  human  mind  are  ex- 
tinct, it  is  eafier  to  intimidate  than  convert.  Mr.  Frayne  was 
deceived  ;  tho'  he  faw  no  furniture  in  the  place  but  one  mattrafs 
upon  which  they  occafionally  flept,  as  if  they  were  in  a  camp  ; 
though  he  found  men  frequently  vifited  by  (Grangers,  and  yet  fel- 
dom  by  more  than  one  at  a  time,  and  that  they  fat  up  late  at  night, 
as  if  upon  confultations,  yet  he  entertained  no  fufpicion  for  the 
public  fafety — if  in  truth  he  had  fufpected  their  mifchievous  de- 
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figns,  in  one  hour  the  whole  party  would  have  been  taken.  But 
he  did  not  interfere  or  moleft  them.  Providence  permitted  them 
to  proceed  that  the  proof  of  their  guilt  might  be  more  notori- 
ous.— Thcfe  perfons  continued  in  this  retreat,  under  thefe  fufpici- 
cms  circumstances,  until  the  explofion  in  Patrick-ftreet,  which  took 
place  on  the  1 6th  of  July  \  this  circumitance  made  it  imperative 
upon  them,  to  do  forne  thing  quickly,  or  their  treafon  would  be 
discovered.  Accordingly,  if  I  am  not  mif- instructed,  immediately 
after  this  explofion,  thefe  gentlemen,  who  had  been  heretofore 
occafioaally  abfent  for  a  night  or  two,  altogether  deferted  their 
habitations  m  Butterfield-Iace,  and  took  up  their  refidence  in 
-the  city    of  Dublin. 

Gentlemen,  1  impute  to  the  pvifoner  that  immediately  after 
this  explofion,  he  not  only  Came  into  town  for  the  purpofe  of 
forwarding  the  rebellion,  but  that  he  made  that  celebrated  depot, 
which  was  afterwards  difcpvsrjed,  the  place  of  his  refidence  and 
his  reft.— I  trace  him  to  that  depot,  as  I  would  trace  any  of  you 
to  your  lioufes— -  yon  will  find  him  there  the  mailer  of  the  fa- 
mily— fupcrintending  the  formation  "of  pikes  and  ball  cartridges- 
infpecting  the  ammunition— impeding  the  arms—- occaGonally  writ- 
ing at  his  dene— once,  I  think,  taking  oat  the  original  manufcript 
from  which  the  proclamation, was  afterwards  printed,  and  reading 
it  to  the  rebel  guards,  which  fui  icunded  him— at  another  time  in 
a  piavful  inood  taking  his  regimentals  from*  his  defk — -putting  them 
on,  and  telling  his  admiring  audience  what  mighty  feats  he  intend- 
ed to  perform  in  them.  ;  and  in  /hart,  you  will  find  him  in  this 
depot  what  he  inertly  expected  to  be  in  the  country  at  large — 
the  ailing  man  age  r^  makk.g  tviiy  thing  his  o>vn,  and  every  perfon 
obeying   |iis  dire$io,ns, 

.  It  will  appear  to  ypu^  lha£  there  was  in  thai  depot,  a  mafe^ 
irafs,  upon  wh.iqli  we  iuppofe  tha,t  he  pccafionally  flept ;  if  in- 
deed* under  fuch  circumilances,  it  is  icaibnabie  to  prefume,  that 
any  man  could  iT:ep. — His  mind  niuft  hav,e  been  of  more  than  or- 
dinary temperature,  if  his  {lumbers  were  not  a  little  disturbed. — 
Surrounded,  as  he  was,  with  the  implements  of  death,  prepared 
and  coikekd  by  himfelf.  for  the  purpofes  of  civil  war,  and  the 
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deilruction  of  his  fellow-citizens,  he  could  not  eafily  en]oy  fofe 
natural  repofe.  His  temper  mull  have  been  produced  by  that  wea- 
rying perturbation  of  mind,  agitated  by  enthufiafm,  which  liftens 
not  to  reafon,  but  fhaping  every  thing  to  its  own  hopes,  and 
believing  that  probable  which  is  remotely  poffible,  gives  to  the 
phantoms  of  a  difordered  brain,  the  fubftance  and  {lability  of 
truth.  Under  fuch  circumflances,  could  he  lay  his  head  upon 
his  pillow,  and  call  upon  his  God  to  lighten  the  darknefs  which 
furrounded  him,  and  to  preferve  him  from  the  perils  and  the 
dangers  of  the  night  ?  What  mind  could  take  refuge  in  the  con- 
folations  of  religion,  while  it  was  occupied  in  meditations  how 
to  drag  our  gracious  Monarch  from  his  hereditary  throne,  and  to 
immerfe  him  in  the  blood  of  his  fubjects  ?  But* the  reflections 
of  reafon  cannot  be   applied  to  the   ravings  of  enthufiafm  ! 

I  mail  be  able  by  reading  an  extract:  from  a  paper,  (which  was 
found  in  the  depot,  and  which  I  perfonally  attribute  to  the  pri- 
foner)  to  give  you  a  better  defcription  than  my  own  of  that  diflurb* 
ed  and  infatuated  mind,  which  throws  itfelf  down  the  precipice, 
unconfcious  of  its  ruin.  It  is  inimitably  defcriptive  of  that  in- 
fatuated ftate  of  mind,  which  unfortunately  for  him,  and  unfor- 
tunately for  mankind,  has  produced  fo  much  modern  mifchief— «*■ 
Speaking  of  himfelf — He  fays — "  I  have  little  time  to  look  at 
"  the  thoufand  difficulties  which  Hill  lie  between  me  and  the  com- 
4<  pletion  of  my  wifhes — that  thole  difficulties  will  likewife  difap- 
'*  pear,  I  have  ardent  and  I  trull  rational  hopes,  but  if  it  is  not 
'*  to  be  the  cafe,  1  thank  God  for  having  gifted  me  with  a  fanguine 
"  difpofition  ;  to  that  difpofition  I  run  from  reflection,  and  if  my 
€i  hopes  are  without  foundation,  if- a  precipice  is  opened  under  my 
ii  feet,  from  which  duty  will  not  fuffer  me  to  run  back,  I  am  grate- 
**■  ful  for  that  fanguine  difpofition  which  leads  me  to  the  brink  and 
if  throws  me  down,  while  my  eyes  are  Hill  raifed  to  the  vifioa 
"  of  happinefs,   that   my  fancy  formed  in  the  air." 

No  man,  who  had  not  felt  enthufiafm,  could  defcribe  it  fo  well. 
Ill-fated  and  delirious  paffion,  which  beflows  the  colour  of  virtue 
upon  the  extravagance  of  vice,  and  feeds  with  rapture  upon  the 
delufions  of  hope,  to  the  moment  of  its  diflblutian. — But  let  me 
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call  upon  the  fober  underftandings  of  thofe  who  never  felt  its  ope- 
rations, and  aik  why  they  participate  in  its  madnefs  ?  Can  the  de- 
luded peafantry  be  brought  to  join  in  wild  projects,  without  feeling 
the  impulfe  which  gave  them  birth — can  they  liften  to  the  voice  of 
a  man  who  avows,  that  he  afts  not  from  the  ditfates  of  reafon  or 
refledion,  but  who  flies  from  both,  to  the  delufions  of  fancy,  nor 
fufFers  the  delicious  dream  to  evaporate,  until  the  unhappy  victim 
is  relieved  from  his  difturbed  imagination,  and  finks  into  eternal 
reft  ?  Do  they  mean  to  unite  their  fortunes  with  his,  or  do  they 
not  rather  imagine,  when  they  hear  of  "  The  Prov'ifional  Govern- 
ment," that  it  is  compofed  of  wifdom,  caution.,  and  prudence  ?— : 
They  little  know,  that  it  is  a  compofition  of  heated  minds,  and 
difordered  paffions,  which  fuperfede  the  judgment,  and  annihilate 
the  underftanding.  If  they  doubt  the  fad,  I  requeft  they  may 
take  it  from  the  Confpirator  himfelf.  Let  them  liften  to  his  voice, 
if  not  to  mine,  and  let  them  learn  to  withdraw  from  that  precipice, 
the  peril  of  which  is  not  within  their  calculation,  when  they  embark 
in  his  defigns* 

Gentlemen,  to  the  fame  unhappy  feelings  is  to  be  attributed  to 
the  conduct  of  the  prifoner  upon  the  day  of  the  attack.  I  find  him, 
ia  the  morning  vaunting  of  his  powers  and  promifing  victory — I 
find  him  in  idle  exclamations,  declaring,  that  "  he  will  make  the 
Caftle  tremble  that  night !" — -]  trace  him  to  the  depot,  and  there  I 
find  him  haranguing  his  men,  encouraging  them  to  action,  infpeftr 
ing  his  ammunition  anew,  arming  himielf  and  d  re  fling  in  his  regi- 
mentals ;  1  find  him  cloathed  in  green,  afluming  the  rank  and  title 
of  General,  I  find  upon  one  fide  of  him,  the  fame  William  Dow- 
dall,  as  his  Lieutenant  General,  and  upon  the  other  fide  a  man  of 
no  fuperior  diftin«5lion,  one  Stafford,  a  baker.  I  am  unwilling  to 
mention  any  names  but  thofe  which  of  necefHty  muft  appear  in  the 
profecution  of  this  inquiry  ;  and  one.  great  object,  while  inquiry 
is  afloat,  is  not  to  bring  forward  more  than  muft  neceiTarily  appear 
Upon  the  particular  indictment  before  you.  A  further  difclofure 
would  not  only  be  unneceffary,  but  unjuft.  Another  of  his  Lieu- 
tenant Generals  whom  I  may  mention,  was  Michael  Q^jgley,  for- 
merly an  eminent  bricklayer,  and  who  had  been  fent  to  travel  for 

life 
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life   under     The   Bani/hmerJ   A3.       Of  thefe  three  perfons,    you 
fee,   that  one  was  a  man  whofe  former   conduct  had  been  pafTed 
over,  and   who  was   not  excluded   from  a  refidence  in  this  coun- 
try— another  was  a  man  fent  into  temporary  banifhment,  and  who 
after  a  flight  purgation  at  Fort  George  was  permitted  to  return — 
and  the  third,  who  had  been  tranfported  for  his  treafcns,  forfeited 
his  life  by  the  very  a 61  of  returning  arnongft  us.      So  that  when.  £ 
give  this  view  of  the  Provifional    Government,  I  am  happy  again 
to   obferve,  that   I   find  no  new  talent,  no  new  property,  no  new 
character  embarked  in  this  confpiracy ;  and  if  the  people  of  Ire- 
land, who  are  not  infenfible  to  the   influence  of  rank  and  charac- 
ter, could  but  take  one  glance  at   the  precious  materials  of  which 
this  Provifional  Government  is  formed,  I  think  it  would  for  ever 
cure  them  of  revolutionary  fpecuiations. 

Gentlemen,  I  do  not  wifh  to  give  any  defcription  of  the  prifoner. 
Let  him  be  fpoken  of  by  others  ;  I  wifh  not,  in  his  prefent  unfor- 
tunate circumftances,  to  fay  any  thing  that  could  appear  to  depre- 
ciate his  fituation,  but  from  his  years,  he  was  not  calculated  to 
become  the  key-done  of  fuch  an  arch — the  head  of  this  confpiracy. 
The  fecond  is  a  man  who  was  originally  known  to  you  as  Secre- 
tary to  the  Whig- club,  who  afterwards  refided  at  Fort  George, 
and  who  has  latterly  been  an  itinerant  clerk  with  little  lawful 
occupation.  The  third  had  been  banimed  by  Act  of  Parliament 
for  Treafon,  and  the  fourth  had  been  a  baker  in  Thomas-ftreet. 
Thefe  were  the  principal  confpirators,  and  General  officers  upon 
that  memorable  night,  and  I  do  repeat  it,  that  if  the  deluded  peo- 
ple of  Ireland  could  take  a  glance  behind  the  fcene  and  difcover 
this  highly  vaunted  *'  Provifional  Government,"  fitting  upon  the 
fecond  floor  of  a  malt-houfe,  meditating  without  means,  and 
marfhalling  armies  that  they  had  never  enlifted,  if  they  could  fee 
the  prifoner,  the  prime  leader  of  this  all-powerful  authority,  and 
his  immediate  fupporters,  compofed  of  clerks,  bankrupts,  and  me- 
chanics, and  thofe  again  furrounded  by  50  or  60  perfons  diftin* 
guilhed  only  for  their  crimes;  I  fay,  they  would  form  a  very  dif- 
ferent notion  of  this  "  Mighty  ConfuJate  /"  with  whofe  fortune 
they  have  united,  from  that  which  perhaps  they  have  been  for  a 
foment  feduced  to  entertain. 

But 
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But  the  appointed  hour  arrives— the  prifoner  puts  himfeJf  at 
the  head  of  this  motley  Banditti — the  party  at  this  time  amounts 
not  to  icO  men,  but  there  is  an  expectation  of  numerous  recruits 
arriving  from  the  country,  they  are  expected  to  approach  through 
every  avenue.  He  marches  out  with  his  piftols  on  either  fide, 
and  his  fword  glittering  in  the  air — the  implements  of  death  are 
dittributed  amongft  his  crew.  He  leads  them  into  Thomas-ftreet, 
and  even  there  this  mighty  army  does  not  amount  to  as  many  men 
as  have  fince  attended  the  execution  cf  any  of  thefe  unfortunate 
perfons.  The  people  took  a  moment  for  reflection,  they  faw  the 
Riifery  to  which  they  w^rt  devoting  the  country,  and  the  immedi- 
ate deftruclion  in  which  they  were  involving  themfelves,  they  re- 
fufed  to  afTemble  at  the  call  of  this  felf-created  government,  and 
when  the  moment  of  attack  arrived  after  eight  months  preme- 
ditation, there  was  to  be  feen  a  General  without  an  army — Colonels 
without  regiments — Captains  without  companies.-— They  had  count- 
ed recruits  upon  paper, — they  had  prepared  ammunition,  they  had 
ftored  up  arms  and  had  every  necefiary  ingredient  for  rebellion, — 
but  men.  I  mention  this,  becaufe  I  am  happy  to  dwell  upon 
every  circumflance  that  can  contribute  to  fhew  the  returning  good 
fenfe  of  the  people.  Their  manner  of  reafoning  upon  the  fubject 
may  have  been  very  fimple  and  conclufive  :  "  Shall  we  enliU:  in  the 
Rebel  Army,  without  bounty— mail  we  ferve  in  it  without  pay — 
{hall  we  incur  the  rifk  of  being  killed  in  the  battle,  and  the  flill 
greater  danger  of  being  hanged,  if  we  furvive."  Arguing  thus-, 
they  find,  that  his  Majefty's  is  a  more  honourable,  a  more  fecure, 
and  a  more  profitable  fervice.  When  they  wifh  to  join  his  ranks 
they  are  paid  bounty  upon  enlifiing,  they  receive  pay  while  they 
ferve,  they  mare  an  honourable  danger  in  the  field  of  battle,  and 
the  furvivors  live  to  the  thanks  and  the  gratitude  of  their  country. 
The  loyal  foldier  feels  not  like  the  rebel,  whofe  worft  fears  arife 
when  the  danger  of  the  battle  is  over,  when  the  fword  is  removed 
from  his  view,  the  fib  i  1 1  more  formidable  halter  fwims  before  his 
eyes,  and  haunts  him  with  a  terrific  vengeance  better  adapted  to 
his  guilt.  L!pon  this  fatal  evening,  the  infatuated  kw}  who  com- 
j>ofed   the  mob,  came   forward  only  to  fly,   and   that  rebellion, 
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which  was  to  have  taken  the  Cadle  — annihilated  the  Government, 
and  dethroned  the  King,  fled  precipitately  in  every  direction,  and 
I  am  at  a  lofs  to  fay  whether  the  General  led  the  way,  or  became 
a  follower  in  the  flight. 

What  part  the  prifoner  took  in  that  remarkable  tran  faction,   after 
we  left  him  in  Thomas-dreet  at  the  head  of  his  paltry  band,   I  am 
not  indructed  to  detail.      The  pufillanimous  cruelty  of  his  rabble, 
though  it  fhrunk  from  combat,  indulged  itfeif  in   the    indifcrimi- 
r.ate  mafTacre  of  the  unoffending  and  unprotected.      He  either  con- 
tinued   with  them  and  participated  in  their  crimes,  or  what  is  per- 
haps a  more  charitable  conjecture,   he  retired  to  fome  other  malt 
ware-houfe  to  receive  in  council  the  keys   of  his  Majedy's  Cadle 
or  poflibly  his  underftanding  returned  when   it    was    too  late,  and 
finding  at  length   the  refult  of  his   boafted    effort  to    accomplish 
revolution,  he  and  his  brother  generals  fled.     But  without  purfuing 
them  further  in  their  progrefs,  for  a  minute  I  willcall  your  attention 
to  the   depot  which  he  abandoned,   and  the  ^papers  which    were 
found  in  it.      I  mall  not  harrafs  your  feelings  or  didrefs   my  own 
by  dating   the  atrocities  of  the  night— exceiTes   were   committed 
which  difgraced  the  capital.     It  is  unnecefTary  and  painful  to  dwell 
upon  them.     This   infamous  arfenal  of  treafon  fo  ftrongly  garrifon- 
ed  at  an  early  part  of  the  evening  and  which  contained  fuch  ftores 
of  ammunition,  was  carried  by  the  affault  of  a  private  foldier  with. 
a  piftol  in  his  hand.     The  contents  of  this   depot  now  fo  notori- 
oufly- known  will    be  detailed   to  you  in  evidence.     There  were 
found  in  it  feveral   fuits  of  regimentals,  fome  ftands  of  rebel  co- 
lours, and  particularly  a  fmall  defk,  which  belonged  to  the  prifoner, 
and  from  which  it  appears  he  had  occafionally  taken  his  regimental 
coat  and  feveral  papers,  and   at  which  he  was  in  the  habit  of 
writing.     Amongfi:  the   papers   found   there,    was    a   letter   from 
Thomas  Addis   Emmet,    the  prifoner's  brother ;  it   is  directed  to 
"  Mrs.  Emmet,"  but  at  the  infide  appears  to  be  addreiTed  and  writ- 
ten to  the  prifoner  himfelf.     I  mention  it  not  on  account  of  its  con- 
tents, but  as  mewing,  along  with  other  circumdances,  the  prifoner's. 
prefence  in  the  depot,  and  his  property  in  the  defk  : — there   was 
fo\md    a  fottg  sddrefied  to  him  under  the  name  of  Robert  Ellis, 
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Butterfkld,  which  not  only  connects  him  with  the  deiks  and  pa- 
pers, but  confirms  a  former  tranfaction  which  I  Rated  to  you ; 
there  was  found  alfo  a  long  treatife  upon  the  art  of  war,  which  is  a 
further  circumftance  to  connect  him  with  the  defign  ;  there  was 
alfo  found  a  copy  of  the  greater  part  of  the  large  proclamation  ; 
fome  of  the  foremoft  pages  have  been  loft,  but  fufficient  remains 
to  mew  it  was  an  original  draft ;  and  that  the  printed  copy  was 
taken  from  it:  it  is  in  various  parts  interlined  and  words  are  alter- 
ed which  give  to  it  every  appearance  of  a  compofition  ;  and  indeed 
to  fuppofe  that  a  man  would  fit  down  to  write  that  out  in  manu- 
fcript,  of  which  he  had  feveral  thoufand  printed  copies,  is  a  loofe 
conjecture,  which,  if  it  mould  he  pretended,  it  will  be  fcarce  ne- 
eeffary  to  refute.  There  were  alfo  found  not  only  a  great  number 
of  thcfe  proclamations,  which  have  been  fo  often  proved  upon 
former  occafions ;  but  alfo  another  to  which  I  mall  fhortly  call 
\our  attention.  The  large  proclamation  is  addreffed  by  "  the  Pro- 
vifional  Government  to  the  people  of  Ireland,"  the  other  is  ad- 
dreffed  "  to  the  citizens  of  Dublin"  only,  and  it  avows,  what  I 
before  dated,  that  there  is  a  connexion  between  this  and  the  late 
rebellion,  and  indeed  it  appears  upon  every  occafion  that  thofe 
who  provoked  the  prefent,  were  amongfl  thofe  who  efcaped  the 
punifhment  due  to  the  former. 

It  begins  "  A  Band  of  Patriots  mindfal  of  their  oath,  and 
faithful  to  their  engagement  as  United  Irishmen  have  determin- 
ed to  give  freedom  to  their  country  and  a  period  to  the  long  career 
tif  Englifh  OpprefTion."  And  what  is  the  oppreHion.  which  is  ex- 
trcifed  over  us  ?  We  live  under  the  fame  King,  we  enjoy  the  fame 
conftitution,  we  are  governed  by  the  fame  laws,  we  fpeak  the 
fame  language,  the  fame  fleet  and  armies  protect  us,  we  have  com- 
mon friends  and  common  enemies,  in  fhort  we  are  united  by  every 
tie  of  intereft,  affinity  and  affection.  But  this  is  juflly  confidered 
eppreffion  by  the  fame  fpecies  of  logic  which  confiders  a  connexion 
with  the  defpotifm  of  France  as  the  means  of  promoting  our  free- 
dom. This  proclamation  then  goes  on  to  flate  "  that  from  the  ex- 
tremity 6f  the  North  to  that  o£  the  South  there  is  an  uaiverfal  co- 
rporation." And  I  am  happy  to  fay  that  there  has  been  a  co- 
operation 


(    6;     ) 

operation  very  different  from  that  which  was  projected,  a  zealous 
and  hearty  concurrence  of  all  ranks  of  people  in  fupport  of  their 
King  and  Conflitution.  You  will  recollect,  gentlemen,  that  in  the 
large  proclamation  there  was  a  ftudied  endeavour  to  perfuade  a 
large  portion  of  the  people  that  they  had  no  religious  feuds  to  ap-. 
prehend  from  the  eftabliihment  of  a  new  government.  But  the 
manifefto  upon  which  I  am  now  animadverting  has  taken  fome- 
what  a  different  courfe,  and  has  revived  religious  diftinelions  at 
the  very  moment  in  which  it  expreffes  a  defire  to  extinguifh  them. 
"  Orangemen,  add  not  to  the  catalogue  of  your  follies  and  crimes, 
already  have  you  been  duped  to  the  ruin  of  your  country  in  the 
legiflative  union  with  its  tyrant  ;  attempt  not  an  oppoiition,  return 
fror$  the  paths  of  deiufion,  return  to  the  arms  of  your  countrymen 
who  will  receive  and  hail  your  repentance.  Countrymen  of  all 
defcriptions,  let  us  act  with  union  and  concert,  all  feels,  Catho- 
lic, Proteflant,  Prefbyterian,  are  equally  and  indifcriminately  em- 
braced in  the  benevolence  of  our  object."  I  will  not  apply  to  this 
pafTage  all  the  obfervations  thac  prefs  upon  my  mind,  becaufe  I  am 
fincerely  defirous  that  one  feeling  and  one  fpirit  mould  animate  us 
all ;  I  cannot  but  lament  that  there  (hould  be  fo  many  fectaries  in 
religion,  but  trull  in  God  there  will  be  found  amongft  us  but  one 
political  faith.  But  this  manifefto  is  equally  unfortunate  in  every 
inflance  in  which  it  preferibes  moderation.  Attend  to  the  advice 
by  which  it  inftigates  the  citizens  of  Dublin,  "  in  a  city  each  (Ireet 
becomes  a  defile  and  each  houfe  a  battery  ;  impede  the  Tnarch  of 
your  oppreflbrSj  charge  them  with  the  arms  of  the  brave,  the  pike,  ^ 
and  from  your  windows  and  roofs  hurl  ftones,  bricks,  bottles,  and 
all  other  convenient  implements  on  the  heads  of  the  fatellites  of 
your  tyrant,  the  mercenary,  the  fanguinary  foldiery  of  England." 
Having  thus  roufed  them,  it  throws  in  a  few  words  of  compo- 
fure  "  reprefs,  prevent,  and  difcourage  exceffes  pillage  and  intoxi- 
cation ;"  and  to  anfure  that  calmnefs  of  mind  which  is  fo  necefTa- 
ry  to  qualify  them  for  the  adoption  of  this  fa'utary  advice,  it  de- 
fires  that  they  will  "  remember  againft  whom  they  fight,  their  op- 
preffors  for  606  years,  remember  their  maffacres,  their  tortures, 
remember  your  murdered  friends,  your  burned  houfes,  your  violat- 
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ed  females. '*  Thus  affecting  to  recommend  moderation,  every  ek* 
pedient  is  reforted  to,  which  could  tend  to  inflame  fanguinary  men 
to   the  commiilion  of  fanguinary  deeds. 

Gentlemen,    you   mud   by   this  time   be    fomewhat  anxious   to 
know    the    progrefs  of  the    General,  who  efcaped   the    memorable 
action   which   was    intended  to  be    fought ;  and   the  firffc   place  in 
which    I   am    enabled   to  introduce    him  to  you,  is  at   the  houfe 
of  one  E)oyle,  who  refides  near  the- Wicklow  mountains.     There 
the    General  and  his   companions   took  refuge,  at  the   commence 
ment    of  the  following   week;    they  arrived  there  at  a  late  hour  ; 
the  general  was  flill   drefTed   in   his  full  uniform,    with    fuitable 
lace  and   epaulettes,  and  a    military    cocked   hat,  with   a   confpi- 
cuous  feather.     The  two  other  perfons   I  have  already  mentioned 
were    alfo    decorated    in   green     and    gold.        They    reprefented 
themfdves   as  French    generals,  and  fpoke  the   French  language, 
in  expectation  of  itimulating  the   people  with  the  profpect   of  fo- 
reign aid.     The  prifoner,  it  will  appear,,  occasionally  fpoke  broken 
English ;  and  the  lieutenant  generals  followed  his  example  ;  there 
"were  fourteen  men  in  the  party,  all  armed,  thirteen  with  blunder- 
bufTes,  and  one  with   a  mufquet :  The  generata   went  to  bed  with 
their  hoil,  leaving  their  followers  in  the  true  fpirit    of  equality  to 
fnift  for  themfeives  —  you  will  fjnd  them  altogether  under  fuch  cir- 
cumftances,  and   obferving   fuch  conducl  as  wiil  leave   no  doubt 
upon  your  minds   as  to  who  they   were,  or  for  what  purpofe  they  - 
fled.      Indeed  if  any   mark  was  wanting,  they  fupplied  it,  for  they 
left  one  of  the  fmall  proclamations  behind  them,  which  I  have   al- 
ready defcribed.       From  thence,    they   proceeded  to  the  houfe  of 
Mrs.Eagnall,  and  finally  they  left  the  mountains  and  returned  to 
the   city  of  Dublin.     What    became  of  the    other  periods  is   fo- 
reign to  the  piefent  inquiry;  but  we  trace  the  prifoner  from   thofe 
mountains,  to  the  fame   houfe  in  Harold s'-crofs  in  which  he  for- 
merly refided,   and  aduming  the    old   name   of  ffewitt,  he    arriv- 
ed  there  upon  the  Saturday  after  the  rebellion  ;  he  had  then  aban- 
doned his  hat,  his  regimental  coat,  and  the  title  of  general :  but  he 
retained  his  black  flock,  his  regimcnral  breeches  and  waiftcoat|  and 
his  Htffian  boots  :  thefe  he  could  not  with  fuch  readinefs  change. 
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The  viciilitudes  of  fortune  at  all  times  call  upon  the  mind  for  re- 
flection, and  even  when  they  are  occafioned  by  the  difcomflture  of 
guilt,  they  draw  with  them  fome  involuntary  mare  of  commiferati- 
on.  What  a  diftrefiin^  picture  does  this  young  man  exhibit  in 
this  afflicting  (ituation  ! — he  who  was  lately  preparing  arms  and 
ammunition  for  the  thoufands  he  was  to  command,  and  laws  and 
conflitutions  for  the  ten  thoufands  he  was  to  conquer,  he  who  was 
to  have  been  feated  in  his  Maj-fty's  Caftle,  and  to  have  fhaken 
the  Britifli  Empire,  is  fallen  from  his  fantaftic  dreams,  reduced 
to  become  a  voluntary  prifoner,  and  to  confine  that  ambition  which, 
embraced  a  nation,  within  thenarrow  limits  of  a  cell,  trembling  at 
every  blaft,  and  meditating  plans,  not  of  conqueft,  but  efcape. — 
His  chief  confolation  appears  to  have  been  in  the  occafional  fociety 
of  thofe  friends  who  received  him. 

The  entire  amount  of  his  converfations  with  them  I  do  not 
expect  to  difclofe,  but  it  will  appear  that  they  turned  upon  the 
difcomflture  of  his  fchemes,  and  his  defeat  at  Thomas-ftreet,  he 
fpoke  of  the  fplendour  of  his  uniform,  acknowledged  he  wore  it  in 
the  battle,  and  fpoke  of  the  depot  in  fuch  lamentations  as  a  general 
would  regret  the  lofs  of  his  magazine  ;  he  fpoke  of  the  proclamation 
as  if  he  was  the  compofer  of  it ;  we  find  him  occasionally  betray- 
ing his  fears,  by  dating  that  upon  any  alarm  he  would  get  out  o£ 
the  back  window  of  his  room,  and  fo  efcape  through  the  fields  ;  in 
fhort  numberlefs  circumftances  will  occur,  if  they  were  necefTary, 
to  corroborate  the  feveral  witnefTes,  who  will  be  produced  againft 
him.  Having  remained  a  month  in  this  concealment,  information 
was  had,  and  Major  Sirri  to  whofe  activity  and  intrepidity  the 
Joyal  citizens  of  Dublin  are  under  much  obligation,  did  confer  an 
additional  and  a  great  one,  by  the  zealous  difcharge  of  his  duty 
on  this  occafion.  He  came  by  furprize  on  the  houfe  ;  having  fent 
a  countryman  to  give  a  fingle  rap,  and  the  door  being  opened,  the 
Major  rufhed  in,  and  caught  Mrs.  Palmer  and  the  prifoner  fitting 
down  to  dinner  :  the  former  withdrew,  and  the  Major  immediately 
afked  the  prifoner  his  name,  and  as  if  he  found  a  gratification  in 
afTuming  a  variety  of  titles,  he  faid,  his  name  was  Cunningham  ; 
that  he  had  that  day  arrived  in  the  houfe,  having  been  upon  a  vifit 
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with  fame  friends  in  the  neighbourhood  :  the  Major  then  left  him 
in  charge  with  another  perfon  and  went  to  inquire  of  Mrs.  Palmer, 
concerning  him  ;  (he  faid,  he  was  a  very  proper  young  man  of  the 
name  of  Hewitt,  and  that  he  had  been  in  her  houfe  about  a 
month  ;  the  Major  at  this  moment  heard  a  noife,  and  he  found 
that  the  prifoner  was  endeavouring  to  efcape,  but  having  been 
ftruck  with  a  piftol  by  the  perfon  who  had  the  cuftody  of  him,  he 
was  by  that  means  detained  ;  immediately  further  afiifbnce  was 
called  in  from  a  neighbouring  guard  houfe,  and  an  additional  fentry 
was  put  upon  him:  the  Major  then  again  proceeded  further  to  in- 
terrogate Mrs.  Palmer;  when  the  prifoner  made  another  effort, 
got  into  the  garden  through  the  window,  but  was.  at  length  over- 
taken by  the  Major,  who  at  the  peril  ot  his  life,  fortunately 
fecured  him  ;  when  the  Major  apologized  for  the  roughnefs  with 
which  he  was  obliged  to  treat  him,  the  prifoner  replied  "  all  was 
fair  in  war" — -there  were  found  upon  his  perfon  a  variety  of  papers, 
but  it  will  only  be  necefTary  to  call  your  attention  to  a  paragraph 
or  two  in  one  of  them,  as  applicable  to  your  prefent  inquiry :  there 
was  another  paper  found  in  his  room  upon  a  chair  immediately  near 
him,  and  which  we  impute  perfonaily  to  him,  but  being  found  con- 
flruclively  in  his  porTeffion,  it  is  as  flrong  evidence  againft  him  as  if 
found  upon  his  perfon,  and  if  there  was  no  other  circumilance  in  the 
cafe  than  this  paper,  it  would  be  fufficient  to  (hew  that  we  have  not- 
been  altogether  miftaken.  in  the  accufation  which  we  have  preferred 
again  ft  him. 

The  firfl  paper  I  allude  to,  appears  to  have  been  written 
by  a  brother  conspirator  acquainted  with  his  fchemes,  and  partici- 
pating in  his  crimes  ;  it  mews,  I  think,  pretty  clearly,  that. the 
prifoner  maintained  an  intercourfe  with  foreign  countries  ;  it  alfo 
fhews  that  every  intelligent  rebel  is  not  without  his  fhare  of  appre- 
henfion  from  his  allies  in  France,  and  it  alfo  gives  pretty  nearly  the 
fame  view  of  the  confpiracy  with  refpecl  to  its  fixength,  its  union 
and  its  refpectebiiity,  which  I  took  the  liberty  to  fuggeft  upon  the 
firPi  opening  of  this  CommifTion;  the  firft  paragraph  is  this;  "  I 
*'  fhould  wifh  to  know  particularly  from  you  how  matters  ftand  at 
*'  prefent  (if  you  would  not  be  afraid,)  and  particularly  what  are 
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u  your  hopes  from  abroad)  and  whether  if  they  pay  us  a  vi(it,  we 
14  fhal!  not  be  ivorfe  off"  than  before"  What  a  natural  reflexion 
for  a  perfon  who  has  probably  been  no  inattentive  obferver  of  the 
French  devolution.  That  revolution  commenced  for  the  redrefs  of 
grievances  which  were  admitted  to  exift  ;  but  when  thofe  were  done 
away,  the  wild  fpirit  of  modern  philofophy  would  not  permit  it  to 
(lop.  It  fought  for  an  univerfal  equality,  in  which  there  mould  be 
no  one  to  command,  and  no  one  to  obey,  againfi:  the  dilates  of 
reafon,  and  the  ordinances  of  God.  Its  firft  efforts  were  attended 
with  anarchy  and  bjood,  many  painful  druggies  fucceeded,  until  at 
length  the  furfe rings  of  the  people  fubfided  into  fubmiffion.  Having 
fhaken  off  the  fceptre  of  a  lawful  King,  they  were  obliged  to  take 
refuge  from  their  diffractions  in  the  power  and  authority  of  a  mili- 
tary ufurper.  They  have  (ince  endured  him  in  filence the  tur- 
bulence of  freedom  has  funk  into  a  tranquil  tyranny.  But  to  pre- 
ferve  the  difcipline  and  affections  of  that  army  with  which  he  enclaves 
his  people,  He  finds  its  neceffary  to  procure  it  occupation  and  plun- 
der. He  accordingly  inflicts  it  upon  every  neighbouring  nation, 
either  as  a  friend  or  as  a  foe,  robbing  the  weak  and  cheating  the 
credulous. 

And  therefore  the  infatuation  and  blindnefs  of  confp'tracy  has 
not  gone  fo  far  as  not  to  feel  that  the  moment  fuch  an  army  takes 
pofTellion  of  this  country,  there  will  be  an  end  of  law,  ofjuftice, 
and  of  religion  ;  all  will  be  fufpended  by  a  military  and  mercilefs 
defpotifm,  and  therefore  the  confpirator  himfelf,  when  he  invokes 
French  afliftance  to  fubvert  our  government,  deprecates  the  notion 
of  their  eftablifhment  amongft  us  ;  but  who  can  let  them  enter,  and 
then  prefcribe  the  limits  of  their  courfe,  and  the  extent  of  their  do- 
minion ;  who  can  draw  a  line  around  them,  and  fay,  Thus  far  fhall 
death  and  defoiation  fpread,  but  no  farther.  Nothing  but  blind  in- 
fatuation could  wifh  to  make  the  experiment. — I  mail  now  Hate  to 
you  a  paffage  which  1  think  of  the  greatefl  importance,  not  only  as 
itdifclofes  the  opinion  of  a  brother  confpirator. upon  what  has  hap» 
pened,  but  intimates  pretty  ftrongly  what  may  be  expected  in  fu- 
ture; the  words  are — "  He  is  very  defponding,  however,  and  fays, 
^  the  people  are  incapable  of  redrefs,  and  unworthy  of  it ;  this  opi- 
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"  nion  he  is  confirmed  in  by  the  late  tranfaction,  which  he  thinks 
"  mu{fc  have  fucceeded  but  for  their  barbarous  defertton  and  want  of 
*{  unanimity  ;  as  to  the  French  invafion,  he  thinks  it  may  not  take 
tl  place  at  all,  and  that  their  plan  may  be  to  wear  down  the  Englifh 
"  by  the  expence  of  a  continual  preparation  againft  it." 

1  fhall  now  trouble  you,  Gentlemen,  with  a  few  extracts  from  a 
paper  which  was  found  upon  a  chair  near  the  prifoner  at  the  time  of 
his  arreft.  It  appears  to  have  been  dictated  by  a  wifh  to  arreft:  the 
administration  of  juftice,  and  to  deter  government  from  purfuing  that 
temperate  but  inflexible  courfe  which  it  had  adopted.  Gentlemen, 
there  is  no  breaft  fo  hardened,  no  confcience  fo  callous,  that  has 
not  in  the  progrefs  of  guilt  fome  momentary  compunctions  ; — the 
prifoner  felt  them  5  he  heard  of  the  perfons  who  were  apprehended, 
and  of  this  commiflion  which  ifTued  for  their  trial ;  he  expected  the 
conviction  and  the  death  of  thofe  whom  he  had  contributed  to  fe- 
duce  ;  and  having  vainly  conceived  that  the  threats  of  his  proclama- 
tion had  intimidated  government,  in  the  firft  inftance,  from  pro- 
ceedings by  courts  martial ;  he  was  refolved  to  try  the  effect  of 
another  effort  to  fufpend  altogether  the  ordinary  adminiftration  of 
the  law.  He  accordingly  addreffed  a  paper  to  government,  which 
begins  with  the  words,  "  It  may  appear  ftrange,  that  a  perfon 
**  avowing  himfelf  to  be  an  enemy  of  the  prefent  government,  and 
*'  engaged  in  a  confpiracy  for  its  overthrow,  (hould  prefume  to  fug- 
*'  geft  an  opinion  to  that  government  of  any  part  of  its  conduct, 
tl  or  could  hope  that  advice  coming  from  fuch  authority  might  be 
"  received  with  attention/' 

It  then  goes  on  to  ftate  that  the  writer,  "  As  a  man  feels 
the  fame  intereft  with  the  merciful  part,  and  as  an  Irifhman 
with  at  Ieaft   the  Englifh  part  of  the  prefent  Administration." 

Here  you  will  allow  me  to  obferve  that  in  all  their  pro- 
clamations, they  endeavour  to  draw  an  odious  distinction  between 
the  Engiifh,  who  fupport  the  adminiftration  in  this  country, 
and  thofe  of  Irifh  birth  who  prefume  to  do  fo.  'The  King's 
army  is  to  be  treated  as  prifoners  of  war ;  but  Yeomen  are 
to  fuffer  as  rebels.  The  fame  threat  is  held  out  to  the  Irifh 
Militia  j  if  taken  in   battle,  they  are   not   to  be  honoured  with 
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the   appellation   of  prifoners  of  war,    but  are   to   be  tried   by  a 
court  martial,  and    to   fufFer   death  for   their  fidelity. 

He  then  fays,  he  will  "  communicate  to  them  in  the  moil 
precife  terms  that  line  of  con  dud  which  he  may  hereafter  be 
compelled  to  adopt,  and  which,  however  painful  it  muft  under 
any  circumftances  be,  would  become  doubly  fo,  if  he  was  not 
confcious  of  having  tried  to  avoid  it  by  the  moft  diftindr,  no- 
tification." He  then  proceeded  to  tell  them  in  the  language 
of  an  AmbalTador  "  that  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the  under- 
"  figned,  for  the  reafon  he  has  already  mentioned,  to  do  more 
u  than  ftate,  what  Government  itfeJf  mull  acknowledge,  that 
f(  cf  the  prefent   confpiracy,    it  knows,  comparatively  fpeaking— 

i{  Nothing" In  this   unfufpe&ing  moment   of  confidence,    He 

little  knew,  that  his  plans  were  all  developed,  and  his  retreat 
afcertained.  But  let  us  follow  the  paper  a  little  further,  and 
here  let  me  entreat  the  attention  of  all  parts  of  my  audience, 
"  Inftead  of  creating  terror  in  its  enemies,  or  confidence 
"  in  its  friends,  it  will  only  ferve  by  the  fcantinefs  of  its  in- 
"  formation  to  furnifii  additional  grounds  of  invective  to  thofe 
"  who  are  but  too  ready  to  cenfure  it  for  a  want  of  intelli- 
"  gence,  which  no  capacity    could  have  enabled   it  to  obtain." 

This  pafTage  is  directed  to  thofe  who  fuppofe,  when  any 
difturbances  take  place,  that  rebellion  rages  in  every  parifh, 
and  is  to  be  found  in  every  houfe ;  who  immediately  exclaim 
at  the  fupinenefs  of  government,  if  it  does  not  inftantly  trace 
by  intuition  or  magic,  the  moll  remote  and  hidden  fources  of 
treafon  or  difaffe&ion.  And  who  ftill  more  charitably  conclude 
that  the  government  knows  nothing  which  it  does  not  proclaim, 
without  considering  how  many  things  the  public  interefts  re- 
quire to  be  concealed.  When  any  difafler  occurs,  fuch  per- 
fons  delight  to  go  about  amongil  their  friends,  defcribing  with 
wonderful  precision  the  accuracy  with  which  they  forefaw  every 
circumftance  that  has  taken  place ;  indulging  in  a  fpecies  of 
retrofpe&ive  prophecy,  which  certainly  can  never  bring  their 
fagacity  to  difgrace.  But  what  greater  proof  need  there  be  of 
the  vigilance  of  our  government  than  the    neceffity  which  thefe 
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three  conftitution-mongers  were  under  of  confining  their  treafons 
to  an  obfcure  houfe,  under  feigned  names,  without  any  commu- 
nication or  concert  with  the  people.  The  circumfpeclion  of  Go- 
vernment had  fo  encompafled  them,  that  their  rebellion  did  not 
venture  out  of  doors.  It  is  very  furprifing,  gentlemen,  that 
under  thefe  circumftances,  and  during  a  period  of  domeftic 
tranquillity,  the  prifoner,  the  bricklayer,  and  the  clerk,  mould 
have  been  permitted  for  a  Few  months  to  indulge  in  a  little 
houfehold  confpiracy :  concealing  arms  and  ammunition,  but 
overlooking  the  trifling  circumftance  of  providing  men  to  make 
ufe  of  them.  But  when  their  fchemes  grew  bolder,  when  the 
circumfpeclion  of  government  could  no  longer  be  eluded,  you 
fee  how  treafon  was  dwarfed  by  the  narrow  limits  within 
which  vigilance  had  retrained  it.  The  moment  it  burft,  it 
evaporated. — — — — Within  an  hour,  and  with  a  force  not  amount- 
ing to  an  hundred  men,  this  formidable  rebellion  was  extin- 
guilhed ;  and  the  mighty  mafs  of  eight  months  preparation 
melted  into   nothing. 

This  paper  then  interrogates,  "  Is  it  only  now  we  are  to 
*'  learn,  that  entering  into  confpiracy  expofes  us  to  be  hanged  V9 
I  do  proteft>  from  the  readinefs  with  which  fome  men  enter 
rnto  treafonable  purfuits,  it  would  appear  as  if  this  falutary  leg- 
ion remained  to  be  taught  j  and  I  wiih  that  no  man  may  em- 
bark in  thefe  dangerous  projefls,  without  ferioufly  afking  him- 
felf,  whether  he  is  prepared  to  fubmit  to  the  forfeiture,  which 
will  be  incurred  by  his  offence— — the  lofs  of  life  and  fortune, 
and  the  abandonment  of  a  wife  and  family  to  the  pains  of 
want,  and  to  the  reproaches  of  the  world.  It  further  alks, 
"  Are  the  fcattered  inftances  now  to  be  brought  forward,  ne- 
**  ceffary  to  exemplify  the  datute  ?  If  the  numerous  ftriking 
'*  examples  which  have  already  preceded  were  infufEcient. — If  go- 
*-'  vernment  can  neither  by  the  novelty  of  punifhment,  nor  the  mul- 
46  titude  of  victims,  imprefs  us  with  terror,  can  it  hope  to  in. 
"  jure  the  body  of  a  confpiracy,  impenetrably  woven  as  the  pre- 
w  fent  is,  by  cutting  off  a  few  threads  from  the    end  of  it." 

Here?    in   a  very  feeling  pathetic  addrefs,  the   government  is 
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called  upon  not  to  facrifice  the  victims  in  their  pofieilion,  be- 
caufe  they  were  not  the  heads  of  the  confpiracy,  but,  as  cx- 
preiTed    in  this   paper,  a  few    threads    at  the  end   of  it. 

Gentlemen,  I  could  wifh  that  fuch  feelings  and  compaffion 
had  come  upon  the  prifoner  at  an  earlier  day ;  that  he  had 
revolved    in   his  mind   the    long   train    of   calamities    infeparable 

from    civil    war  and  internal  commotion— that  he  had  a  little 

adverted  to  the   poffibility    of  punifhment,    before   he  had   incau- 

tloufiy  provoked    the  commiffion   of  the    crime. 1  could  wifh 

he  had  reflected  fooner ;  that  by  heading  that  furious  mob* 
which  burfl  into  Thomas-ftreet,  more  human  blood  mud;  be  fa- 
crillced  than  could  be  flied  by  this  Commiffion,  were  it  to  fit 
for  a  year  —  three  times  a  greater  number  of  his  rebel  friends 
fell  upon   that  fatal  evening  than   has  fince  been  devoted   to  the 

offended  juftice  of  their  country. But    how  (hall    I  fpeak  of 

the  loyal  and  unoffending  ?  That  rebellion  laded  but  a  little 
hour,  and  within  that  fhort  period,  it  deprived  our  country  of 
more  virtue,  than  this  Commiffion  could  ftrip  it  of  were  its  ad- 
mi  nidration  to    be   eternal. 

I  do,  however,  fincerely  lament,  with  him,  that  fome  of 
thofe  who  have  been  hitherto  brought  to  juftice,  were,  compa- 
ratively fpeaking,  infignifkant  perfons  :  They  were  not,  I  admit, 
prime    movers    of  the    treafon.     But,     I    truft,    the   Commiffion 

may  not  pafs    over    without    fome  diftinguifhed  examples. It 

1s  certainly  of  much  greater  importance  that  the  web  itfelf 
mould  be  cut*  than  that  we  fliould  merely  take  a  few  threads  from 
the  end  of  it. — —But  it  will  be  found  abfoluteiy  neceflary  that  both 
fhould  be  done.  The  unhappy  inftruments,  as  well  as  their  prin- 
cipals, mull  atone  for  the  mifchief  they  have  committed. — For  though 
it  is  tMe  that  there  would  be  no  rebellion  if  there  were  no  confpira- 
tors,  fo  it  is  equally  true,  that  there  would  be  confpirators  if  there 
were  no  inftruments  to  be  worked  with.  If  perpetrators  were  not 
eafily  fupplied,  and  if  fome  unhappy  people  were  not  too  ready  to 
connect:  themfelves  with  the  avarice  and  ambition  of  others, 
treafon  could  not  be  harboured  for  a  moment,  even  in  the  moft 
heated   imagination  j    and  therefore  examples    among  the   lower 
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orders  are  as  necefiaiy  facrifices  to  juilice,  as  the  firfl  confpi- 
rator  in  the  land.  But  I  acknowledge,  the  former  move  to 
the  fcaffbld  with  different  feelings,  and  an  eafier  mind.  The 
man  who  by  his  fchemes  has  forfeited  his  own  life,  and  fa- 
crificed  the  lives  of  others,  is  doubly  guilty,  and,  at  the  awful 
moment  of  retribution,  muft  labour  under  accumulated  remorfe. 

Gentlemen,  I  have  upon  al!  former  cccafions  felt  a  conf!» 
derable  anxiety,  that  any  warmth  which  may  be  induced  by  the 
difcharge  of  my  duty,  mould  not  lead  me  to  exceed  it.  I 
have  prefTed  upon  every  fuccefFive  jury,  mildnefs,  clemency,  and 
moderation.  I  am  fure,  in  thofe  feelings  you  anticipate  any  re- 
commendation of  mine.  I  requefl  that  nothing  which  has  fal- 
len from  me,  and  which  I  have  dated  only  with  a  view  of 
making  the  mafs  of  the  evidence  intelligible,  may  have  any 
other  operation. — My  ltatement  is  merely  intended  to  make  you 
more  readily  underftand  that  evidence  which  (hall  proceed  from 
others,  not  to  make    any    impreflion  itfelf. 

If  I  have  faid  any  thing   to   incite  within    you   an  additional 
indignation    againft   the  crime,  I  am    not  forry  for   having    done 
fo  ;  but  I  do  not    mean    in  expreiling    my   horror  of  the    crime 
to   prejudice   the   criminal,  on  the  contrary,  in   proportion  to  the 
enormity   of     the    offence,    mould  the  prefumption    be,    that  he 
has    not  committed   it.     I  muft  alfo  requefl,  if  you   have   heard 
before    this    day  of  the    prifoner's  name,     that   you   will  endea- 
vour to  forget  it ;  the  vague   and  uncertain    rumours   of  popular 
mifreprefentation    mould  be    entirely    forgotten — that  which   may 
have  been   matter   of  idle    eonverfation,  fliould  not  work  againft 
the   prifoner  at   the  awful    moment,  of  trial.     You  have    the  life 
of  a  fellow- fubjedt    in    your    hands,    and  by  the  peculiar   benig- 
nity of  our   laws,    he  is  prefumed   to  be   an  innocent  man,  un- 
til your  verdict   ihall   find   him    guilty.       But  in  leaning   againft: 
a    bias,    you     muft  not   take    a  direelion     the     other  way.      If 
upon  the   whole  we  lay   fuch  conciufive  evidence  before  you  as 
no    human     mind    can    refill,    you    will   be  bound  to    difcharge 
your  duty,    and  to  find  the    prifoner  guilty. — But  in    the  inves- 
tigation of  that   evidence   every    former    feeling  of  your   minds 
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mull  be  difcharged  «* liflen  with  attention — give  the  pri- 
soner the  full  benefit  of  any  defence  which  he  may  make,  and 
difpafliionately  confider  the  nature  of  his  vindication.  But  on 
the   other  hand,    Gentlemen,    you  have  a  duty  to  difcharge   to 

your    King     and     to    your    Country. Many   vidims  have 

fallen,  who    undoubtedly    may    not,  abftractedly  taken,   have  in- 
curred  any  very  confiderable  proportion  of  guilt ;  men  who,   in- 
capable   of    deciding    for    themfelves,    have    been     abforbed     in 
the   guilty    ambition   of  others ;    but    if  it  fhall   appear  that  the 
prifoner    was   the    prime    mover  of  this    rebellion,    that  he  was 
the  fpring  which  gave   it  life   and  activity,  then   I   fay,  no  falfe 
feeling  of  pity  for    the     man,  mould   warp   your  judgement,    or 
divert    your   underftanding.     I  know   the   progrefs  of  every  good 
mind   is    uniform ;    it   begins    with    abhorrence  of  the    crime   and 
ends   with  compaffion   for  the  criminal;   1    do  not  wifh  to  drip 
misfortune    of    perhaps    its    only   confolation.       But   it   muft  not 
be   carried    fo    far  as     to   interfere    with   the     adminiftration    of 
public  juitice.     It  mud  not   be  allowed  to   feparate   punifhment 
from   guilt ;    and    therefore,   if  upon    the    evidence   you   (hall  be 
Satisfied   that   this  man    is  guilty,  you    mud  difcharge  your   duty 
to   your  King,    your    Country,    and„  to  your   God.     If,  on  the 
other  hand,    nothing  (hall    appear    Sufficient    to   affect  him,   we 
fhall   acknowledge    that   we   have  grievoufly  offended  him,   and 
will    heartily   participate     in    the  common    joy  that  mufr,    refult 
from   the  acquittal  of  an    innocent   man. 


Jofeph  Rawlins,  Efq.  Lting  fworn,  depofed  a  knowledge  of  the  prifoner, 
and  recollected  having  been  in  his  company  fome  time  in  the  month  of  De- 
cember laft,  when  he  underfiood  from  him  that  he  had  been  to  fee  his  bro- 
ther at  BrufTels.  On  his  crofs  examination,  the  witnefs  faid,  that  in  conver- 
fations  with  him  on  the  fubject  of  continental  politics,  the  prifoner  avowed 
that  the  inhabitants  of  the  Auflrian  Netherlands,  execrated  Bonaparte  s  govern- 
ment ;  and  from  the  whole  of  the  prisoner's  converfation,  ther  witnefs  had 
reafon  to  believes  that"  he  highly  condemned  Bonaparte's  conduct  and  go- 
vernment. 

Mr.  Gtorgt 
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Mr  George  Tyrrell,  an  attorney,  proved  the  execution,  in  the  month  <jtf 
June  laft,  of  the  leafe  of  a  houfe  in  Butterfieid-lane,  Rathfarnham,  from 
Michael  Frayne  to  the  prifoner,  who  affumed  oh  the  occauon  the  name  of 
JEIHs.  .Mf.Tyrrtl  was  one  of  the  fubferibing  witneffes  to  the  leafe,.  and  a 
pcrfon  named  William  Do-wdall  was  the  other. 

Michael  Frayne,  who  leafed  the  above-mentioned  houfe  to  the  prifoner, 
proved  alio  to  that  fact,  and  that  lie  gave  him  poffeffiou,  of  it  on  the  23d  of 
April  preceding — that  the  prifoner  andDovvdall  lived  there  in  the  moft  it- 
queftered  manner,  and  apparently  anxious  of  concealment. 

John  Fleming,  a  native  of  the  County  Kildare,  fworn ;  depofed,  that  on 
the  23d  July,  and  for.  the  year  preyious  thereto,  he  had  been  holder  at 
the  White  Bull  Inn,  Thomas-ftreet,  kept  by  a  period  named  Dillon.  The 
houfe  was  convenient  to  Mafs-lane,  where  the  rebel  depot  was;  and  to 
-which  the  witnefs  had  free  and  conftant  accefs  ;  having  been  in  the  confi- 
dence of  the  confpirators,  and  employed  to  bring  them  ammunition  and 
other  things.  He  faw  the  perfons  there  making  pike  handles,  and  heading 
them  with  the  iron  part ;  he  alfo  faw  the  biunderbuffes,  firelocks,  and  pif- 
tols  in  the  depot :  and  faw  ball  cartridges  making  there.  Here  the  witnefc 
identified  the  prifoner  at  the  bar,  whom  he  faw  in  the  depot  for  the  tirft 
time  on  the  Tuefday  morning  after  the  exploiion  in  Patrick-flrcet  (that  ex- 
ploiion took  place  on  Saturday  the  16th  July.)  The  witnefs  had  opened  the 
gate  of  the  Inn  yard,  which  opened  into  Mais-lane,  to  let  out  S^jjigleyt 
when  he  faw  the  prifoner,  accompanied  by  a  perfou  of  the  name  of  Palmer  ; 
the  latter  got  fome  facks  from  the  witnefs  to  convey  ammunition  to  the 
ftores ;  and  the  prifoner  went  into  the  depot,  where  he  continued  almoft 
conftantly  until  the  evening  of  the  23  July,  directing  the  preparations  for 
the  infurrection,  and  having  the  chief  authority.  He  heard  the  prifoner 
read  a  little  fketch,  as  the  witnefs- called  it,  purporting,  that  every  officer, 
non-commifiioned  officer,  and  private,  fhould  have  equally  every  thing  they 
got,  and  have  the  fame  laws  as  in  France.  Being  aiked,  what  it  was  they 
were  to  ihare,  the  prifoner  replied,  "  ivhat  th;y  got  ivhen  they  were  to  take  Ire- 
"  land,  or  DuLlin."  He  faw  green  uniform  jackets  making  in  the  depot  by 
different  tailors;  one  of  whom  was  named  Colgan.  He  faw  one  uniform  in 
particular;  a  green  coat  laced  on  the  fleeves  and  ikirts,  &c.  and  with  gold 
epaulets,  like  a  general's  drefs,  He  law  the  prifoner  take  it  out  of  a  defk. 
one  day  and  fhew  it  to  all  pretent,  (here  the  witnefs  indentified  the  defk 
which  was  in  court,)  he  alfo  faw  the  prifoner,  at  different  times,  takeout 
papers,  and  put  papers  into  the  deik  ;  there  was  none  other  in  the  flare: 
§u'*gley  alfo  ufed  ion.etimes  to  go  to  the  desk.  On  the  evening  of  the  23d 
Tulv,  witnefs  faw  the  prifoner  dreffed  in  the  uniform  above  defcribed,  with 
white  waiftxoat  and  pantaloons,  new  boots,  and  cocked  hat,  and  white  fea- 
ther. He  had  alfo  u  faflion  him,  and  was  armed  with  a  fword  and  cafe  of 
piftols.  The  prilbmr  cal'ed  for  a  big  coat,  1  but  did  not  get  it)  to  difguife 
his  uniform,  as  he  laid,  until  he  went  to  the  party  that  was  to  attack  the 
Caftle.  tPu'gby  an(*  a  Perf°n  named  Stafford,  had  uniforms  like  that  of  Em- 
met, but  that  they  had  only  one  epaulet.  ^uigl<y  wore  a  white  feather  and 
Stafford  a  green  one.  Stafford  was  a  Baker  in  Thomas-ftreet.  About  9 
o'clock  the  prifoner  drew  his  fword,  and  called  out:,  "  come  on  boys  \  he  fal- 
lied  out  of  the  depot,  accompanied  by  Quigley  and  Stafford,  and  about  50 
men,  as  well  as  the  witnefs  could  judge,  armed  with  pikes,  bJundcrbuffes, 
piitoJs,  &c.  They  entered  Dirty-lane,  and  went  from  thence  into  Thomas- 
ftreet.  The  prifoner  was  in  the  center  of  the  party. — They  began  to  fire 
in  Dirty-Luxe,  and  alfo  when  they  got- into  Thomas-ftreet,  the  witnefs  was 
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with  the  party.  The  prifoner  went,  in  the  ftores,  by  the  name  of  Ellis.  He 
was  coniidered  by  all  of  them  as  the  General  and  Head  of  the  buftnsfi ;  the  wit- 
nefs  heard  him  called  by  the  title  of  General.  In  and  out  of  the  depot  it  was 
faid  that  they  were  preparing  to  afTift  the  French  when  they  fhould  land. 
Quiqley  went,  in  the  depot,  by  the  name  of  Graham. 

Terence  Colgan,  the  tailor  named  in  the  foregoing  evidence)  being  fworn, 
depofed,  that  on  the  Sunday  previous  to  the  infurreetion  he  came  to  town 
from  Lucan,  where  he  lived;  and  having  met  with  a  friend^  they  went  tD 
Dillon's,  the  White  Bull  Inn,  in  Thomas-ftreet,  and  drank,  until  the 
witnefs,  overcome  with  liquor,  fell  afkep ;  when  he  was  conveyed  in  this 
ftate  of  infeniibility,  into  the  depot  in  Mafs-lane ; .  and  when  he  awoke  the 
next  morn:ng,  he  was  fet  to  v/ork,  making  green  jackets  and  white  panta- 
loons. He  faw  the  prifoner  there,  by  whole  directions  every  thing  was 
done  ;  and  who,  xhe  underftood,  was  the  chief.  He  recollected  feeing  the 
laffc  witnefs  frequently  in  the  depot  while  he  was  there.  He  alfo  faw  the 
prifoner  often  at  a  defk  writing — The  witnefs  corroborated  the  general 
preparations  of  arms,  ammunition,  &c.  for  the  infurrection. 

Patrick  Farrel  fworn ; — depofed,  that   as  he  was  paffing  through  Mafs- 
lane,  between  the  hours  of  nine  and  ten  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  Friday 
the  Z2d  of  July,  he  flopped  before  the  malt-ftores,  or  depot,  on  hearing  a 
noife  therein  which  furprifed  him,  as  he  coniidered  it  a  wafte  houfe.     Im- 
mediately  the  door   opened,  and  a  man  came  forth  who  caught  him,  and 
■asked  him  what  he  was  doing  there  ? — The  witnefs  was  then  brought  into 
the  depot,  and  again  asked  what  brought  him  there,  or  had  he  been  ever 
there  before  ? — -lie  faid  he  had  not — They  aske .1  him  did  he  know  Gra- 
ham ? — He  replied,  that  he  did  riot.     One;  of  the  perfons  then  laid  the  wit- 
nefs was  a  fpy,  and   called  out  to  "  Drop  him  hnmsdiately^ — by  which  the 
witnefs  underftood  that  they  meant  to  flioot  him.     They  brought  him  up 
flairs,  and  after  fome  confutation,   they  agreed  to  wait  for  fome  perfon  to 
come  in,  who  would  decide  what  fhould  be  done  with  him.     That  perfon 
having  arrived,  he  asked  the  witnefs  if  he  knew  Graham  ?— -he  replied,  that 
he  did  not ;   a  light  was  brought  in  at  the  fame  time,  and  the  witnefs,  hav- 
ing looked  about,  was  asked  if  he  knew  any  one  there  ? — he  anfwered,  that 
,  he  knew  Quigley.     He  was  asked  where  ? — He  replied,  that  he  knew  him 
five  or  fix  years  ago  at  Maynooth,  as  a  bricklayer,  or  mafon.    The  witnefs 
underftood  that  Quigley  was  the  perfon  who  went  by  the  name  of  Graham. 
Here  the  witnefs  identified  the  pnfoner  as  the  perfon  who  came  in  and  de- 
cided that  he  fhould  not  be  killed,  but  he  fhould  be  taken  care  of,  and  not 
let  out.     The  witnefs  was  detained  there  that  night,  and  the  whole  of  the 
next  day  (Saturday  the  23d'  and  was  made  to  affift  at  the  different  kinds  of 
work;   during  that   time  he  faw  the   prifoner,  who  appeared  to  have  the 
chief  direction.     Here  the  witnefs  deferibed  the  weapons  and  mifiiles  of  va- 
rious   kinds,  as   already   detailed    in  the  evidence  of  Lieut.  Conltman,  and 
others — alfo  the  uniforms,  and,  particularly,  that  on  the  evening  of  the  23d, 
he  faw  three  men  dreffed  in  green  uniforms,  richly  laced;  one  of  whom 
was  the  prifoner,  who  wore  two  gold  epaulets ;  but  the  other  two  only  one 
each. — The  prifoner  had  alfo  a  cocked  hat,  a  fword,  and  pifio's.     When 
the  witnefs  was  helping  out  one  of  the  beams  prepared  for  explolion,  he 
jtontrived  to  effedt  his  efcape. 

On  his  croJs-exa?n'mation,  in  which  the  interrogatories  were  fu<rgefted  by 
the  prifoner  t  e  only  thing  remarkable  in  the  evidence  of  the  witnefs  was, 
that  he  heard  a  printed  paper  read ;  part  of  which  was,  that  nineteen 
counties  were  reajdy  to  rife  at  the  fame  time  to  fecond  the  attemot  ia  Dub- 
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lin.  The  witnefs  alfo  heard  them  fay  that  "  they  had  no  idea  as  to  "French 
"  relief,  but  would  make  it  good  themfelves :" — queftiomd  by  the  Court, 
the  wittaefs  faid,  that  he  gave  information  of  the  circumftances  depofed  in 
his  evidence,  the  next  morning,  to  Mr.  Ormjly  in  Thomas-ftreet,  to  whom 
he  was  fleward. 

Serjeant  Thomas  Rice  proved,  as  on  the  former  trials,  the  proclamation  of 
the  Provifional  Goverment  found  in  the  depot. 

Colonel  Spencer  Thomas  Vajfal  being  fworn,  depofed  that  he  was  field 
officer  of  the  day  on  the  23d  of  July;  and  having  gone  to  the  depot  in 
Mafs-lane,  he  found  there  feveral  fmall  proclamations,  addreffed  to  the  citi- 
zens of  Dublin,  and  which  were  quite  wet.  He  identified  one  of  them  (this 
proclamation  the  reader  will  fee  adverted  to  in  full  length,  in  the  ftatement 
of  the  Attorney  General.)  The  witnefs  alfo  identified  the  delk  which  the 
prifoner  ufed  in  the  depot.  Having  remained  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
in  the  depot,  he  committed  to  Major  Greville  the  care  of  its  contents. 

Queftioned  by  the  Court ; the  witnefs  faid,  that  he  vifited  the  depot 

between  three  and  four  o'clock  on  Sunday  morning,  it  having  been  much 
advanced  in  day  light,  before  he  was  fufFered  to  go  his  rounds. 

Alderman  Frederick  Barley  fworn, — proved  having  found  in  the  depot  a 
paper  directed  to  "  Robert  Ellis  Butterfeld."  Alfo  a  paper  entitled,  a  "  Trea- 
"  tife  on  the  Art  of  War"  The  latter  had  been  handed  at  the  time  to  Cap- 
tain Evelyn. 

Captain  Henry  Evelyn  fworn ; — depofed  having  been  at  the  rebel  depot, 
the  morning  of  Sunday  the  24th  July  to  fee  the  things  removed  to  the  bar- 
rack ;  and  that  he  found  a  paper  there,  which,  being  fhewn  to  him,  he 
identified.  This  paper  was  a  manufcript  draft  of  the  greater  part  of  the  Pro- 
clamation of  the  Provifional  Government ,  altered  and  interlined  in  a  great  many 
places. 

Robert  Lindfay  a  foldier,  and  Michael  Clement  Frayne,  quarter-maftef  fer- 
jeant  of  the  38th  regiment,  proved  the  conveyance  of  the  defk  (then  in 
Court)  to  the  barracks ;  and  the  latter  identified  a  letter  which  he  found 
therein.  The  letter  was  figned,  "Thomas  Addis  Emmet  •"  and  diredled  to 
*:  Mrs.  Emmet,  Miitown,  near  Dublin,"  and  began  within,  "  My  dearef  R°~ 
"  bsrt."     It  bore  a  foreign  poft  mark. 

Edward  VSilfcn,  Efq.  depofed,  as  on  the  former  trials,  Lieutenant  Felix 
Erady  did  the  fame,  adding,  that  on  examination  of  the  pikes  which  lie 
found  in  Thomas-ftreet,  four  were  flained  with  blood  on  the  iron  part,  and 
on  one  or  two  of  them  the  blood  extended  halfway  up  the  handle. 

fohn  Dcyle^  a  farmer,  being  fworn,  depofed  to  the  following  efFecl : 
That  on  the  morning  of  the  26th  of  July  lafi,  about  two  o'clock,  a  party 
of  people  came  to  his  houfe  at  Pallymeece,  in  the  parifh  of  Tallaght,  feven 
miles  from  Dublin.  He  had  been  after  drinking,  and  was  in  bed  heavy 
zfleep  ;  thev  came  to  his  bed-ficle,  and  ftirred,  and  called  him,  but  he  did 
not  wake  at  once;  when  he  did,  and  looked  up,  he  lay  clofer  than  before  : 
they  defired  him  to  take  feme  i  pints,  which  he  refufed  :  they  then  moved 
him  to  the  middle  of  the  bed  ;  and  two  of  them  lay  down,  one  on  each  fide 
of  him.  One  of  them  feid,  "  you  Lave  a  Fr:nch  General  and  m  French  Colonel 
64  beftde  you  ; — what  you  never  had  Lfc:.- .'  For  fifcme  hours  \ht  witnefs  lay  be- 
tween 
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tween  asleep  and  awake  :  when  he  found  his  companions  asleep,  he  dole 
out  of  the  bed,  and  found  in  the  room  fome  blunderbuffes,  a  gun,  and  fome 
pifto!s.  The  number  of  blunderbufTes  he  believed  were  equal  to  the  num- 
ber of  perfons,  who  on  being  collected  at  brcakfaft.  amounted  to  four- 
teen. Here  he  identified  the  prifoner  as  one  of  thofe  who  were  in  the  bed 
with  him,  and  his  manner  of  doing  lb  being  ftrongly  illuftrative  of  that  invo- 
luntary feeling  approximating  to  contempt,  if  it  be  not  contempt  altoge- 
ther, which  the  revolutionary  project  of  this  young  enthufiaft  iliould  excite 
hi  the  mind  of  every  mm  of  common  fenfc,  however  fimple  and  unlettered,, 
k  may  not  be  ;amifs  to  give  his  teftimony  verbatim. 

^  Did  you  look  at  the  perfons  who  were  in  bed  with  you  ? 

A.  I  did. 

^\  Look  at  the  Prifoner. 

yL   I fee  that  young  man,  or  hoy,  or  whatever  you  call  him. 

Q-  Was  he  in  your  bed  ? 

A-  He  was— He  paiTcd  for  a  French  officer. 

i^  Did  you  hear  him  fpeak  ? 

A.   I  heard  himy?r/wzg-  to  fpeak. 

^  What  was  it  ? 

A.  I  can't  tell,  I  did  not  underftand  it. 

^  Was  it  Irijh  or  Englifi  ? 

A.  It  was  neither. 


The  witnefs  then,  further  ftated,  that  the  prifoner,  on  going  away  in  the 
evening,  put  on  a  coat  with  a  great  deal  of  lace  and tajfels  (as  he  expreffed  it) 
There  was  another  perfon  in  a  fimilar  drefs  : — they  wore,  on  their  depar- 
ture, great  coats  over  thefe.  The  -party  left  his  houfe  between  8  and  9 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  proceeded  up  the  hill.  The  next  morning,  the 
witnefs  found  under  the  table  on  which  they  breakfafted,  one  of  the  fmall 
printed  proclamations  .which,  he  gave  to  John  Rohinfon  the  barony  con- 
liable. 

Refe  Bagnall,  refiding  at  Ballynafcorney,  about  a  mile  farther  up  the  hill 
from  Doyle's,  proved,  that  a  party  of  men,  15  in  number,  and  whom  fhe 
defcribed  fimilar  to  that  of  the  preceding  witnefs,  came  to  her  houfe  on  the 
night  of  the  Tuefday,  immediately  after  the  insurrection.  Three  of  them 
wore  green  clothes,  ornamented  with  fomething  yellow: — fhe  was  fo 
frightened  fhe  could  not  diftinguiili  exactly — One  of  thcxh  was  called  a 
General.  She  was  not  enabled  to  identify  any  of  them.  They  left  her  houfe 
about  nine  o'clock  the  following  night. 

John  Robiufon,  conftnble  of  the  barony  of  Upper-Crofs,  corroborated 
the  teftimony  of  the  witnefs  Doyle,  relative  to  the  fmall  proclamation  which 
he  identified. 

Jefeph  Palmer  fworn, — depofed  that  he  was  clerk  to  Mr.   Colville,  and 
lodged  at  his  mother's  houfe  in  Harold's  Crofs.     He  recollected  the  appre- 
hension of  the  prifoner,  at  his  mother's  houfe,  by  Major  Sirr;  and  that  he 
J*ad  lodged  there -the  preceding  fpring,  at  which  time,  and  when  he  was  ar- 
retted 
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refted,  be  went  by  the  name  of  Hewitt.  The  prifoner  came  to  lodge  there 
the  fecond  time  about  three  weeks  before  this  lafl  time ;  and  was  habited 
in  a  brown  coat,  white  waiftcoat,  white  pantaloons,  Heflian  boots,  and  a 
black  ftock.  The  pantaloons  were  of  cloth.  Thofe  who  vifited  the  prifoner 
enquired  for  him  by  the  name  of  Hewitt.  At  the  time  he  was  arrefted 
there  was  a  label  on  the  door  of  the  houfe,  expreffive  of  its  inhabitants.  It 
was  written  by  the  witnefs,  but  the  name  of  the  prifoner  was  omitted,  at 
his  requefc,  becaufe  he  faid  he  was  afraid  Government  would  take  him  up. 

The  prifoner,  in  different  converfations  with  the  witnefs,  explained  why 
he  feared  being  taken  up.  He  acknowledged  that  he  had  been  in  Thomas- 
flreet  on  the  night  of  the  23d  July,  and  defcribed  the  drefs  he  wore  on  that 
occafton,  part,  of  which  were  the  waiftcoat,  pantaloons,  and  boots  already 
mentioned  and  particularly  his  coat,  which  he  defcribed  as  a  very  hand- 
iome  uniform.  The  prifoner  alfo  had  a  conversation  with  the  witnefs  about 
a  magazine,  and  cxprefled  much  regret  at  thelofs  of- the  powder  in  the  de- 
pot. The  proclamations  were  likewifc  mentioned  by  the  prifoner,  and  he 
planned  a  mode  of  efcape,  in  the  event  of  any  attempt  to  arrefl  him,. by  go- 
ing  through  the  parlour  window  into  the  back  houfe,  and  from  thence  into 
the  fields.  Here  the  witnefs  was  fhewn  a  paper,  found  upon  a  chair  in  the 
room  in  which  the  prifoner  lodged,  and  asked  if  he  knew  whofe  hand-writ- 
ing it  was — He  replied,  that  he  did  not  know,  but  was  certain  that  it  had 
not  been  written  by  any  of  his  family,  and  that  there  was  no  other  lodger  in 
the  houfe  belides  the  prifoner. 

The  examination  of  this  witnefs  being  clofed,  extracts  from  the  large  pro_ 

clamation,  and  the  whole  of  the  fmall  one,  (vide  Attorney  General's  State- 
ment)   addrefTed  to  the  Citizens  of  Dublin,  were  read. 

Major  Henry  Charles  Sirr,  fworn  and  examined  ; — depofed  to  the  arreft 
of  the  prifoner,  as  follows : 

"  I  went  on  the  evening  of  the  25th  to  the  houfe  of  one  Palmer  :  I  had 
heard  thai  there  was  a  ftranger  in  the  back  parlour.  I  rode,  accompanied 
by  a  man  on  foot.  I  defired  the  man  to  knock  at  the  door — he  did,  and  it 
was  opened  by  a  girl.  I  alighted,  ran  in  dircclly  to  the  back  parlour — I  faw 
the  prifoner  fitting  at  dinner :  the  woman  of  the  houfe  was  there,  and  the 
girl  who  opened  the  door  was  the  daughter  of  the  woman  of  the  houfe.  I 
defired  them  to  withdraw.  I  asked  the  prifoner  his  name, — he  told  me  his 
name  was  Cunningham.  T  gave  him  in  charge  to  the  man  who  accompanied 
me,  and  I  went  into  the  next  room  to  ask  the  woman  and  her  daughter 
about  him :  they  told  me  his  name  was  Hewitt : — I  went  back  to  him,  and 
afeed  him,  how  long  he  lodged  there  ?  he  faid,  he  came  that  morning.  He 
had  attempted  to  el.  ape  before  1  returned,  for  he  was  b!ondy,  and  the  man 
faid  he  knocked  Klni  down  with  a  pifto).  I  then  went  to  Mrs.  Palmer,  who 
faid  he  had  lodged  there  for  a  month;  I  then  judged  he  was  fome  perfon  of 
importance.  When  I  firfr.  went  in,  there  was  a  paper  upon  a  chair,  which 
I  put  in  my  pocket ;  I  then  went  to  the  canal  bridge  for  a  guard,  having  de- 
fired them  to  be  in  readinefs  as  I  paffed  by  :  I  planted  a  fentry  over  him,  and 
defired  the  rjon-cornmifhonecl  oSccrto  furroimd  the  houfe  with  fentries  while 
1  Searched  it  •,  I  then  examined  Mrs.  Palmer,  and  took  down  her  account  of 
the  prifoner ;  during  which  time  I  heard  a  noife,  as  if  an  efcape  was  attempt- 
ed :  I  inibantly  ran  to  the  back  part  of  the  houfe,  as  the  moft  likely  part  for 
him  to  get  out  at;  I  faw  him  going  off,  and  ordered  a  fentinel  to  fire,  and 
then  purfued  myfelf,  regarrilefs  of  theoider;  the  fentry  mapped,  bnthis  muf- 
cni't  did  not  go  off";  1  overtook  the  prifoner,  and  he  faid,  "  I  Surrender."  I 
{earthed  him;  and  found  fome  papers  upon  him." 

On 
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On  the  witnefs  exprciling  concern  at  the  neceility  of  the  Prifoner's  bc« 
ing  treated  fo  roughly,  he  (the  Prifoner)  obferved,  "  that  all  ivas  fair  in 
"  -zva/" — The  Prifoner,  when  brought  to  the  Caftle,  acknowledged  that 
his  name  was  Emmet.  Major  Sirr  identified  the  paper  found  on  a  chair 
in  the  Prifoner's  room,  when  arrefled. 

Extracts  copied  from  thofe  papers  were  here  offered  to  be  read,  with 
confent  of  the  Prifoner's  counfel,  but  the  Court,  while  confeious  of  the  de- 
licacy and  intended  kindnefs  towards  the  Prifoner,  which  prompted  this 
mode  of  procedure,  would  not  permit  any  but  the  original  papers  to  be 
read  ;  "  We,"  faid  Lord  Norbury,  "  are  Counfel  for  the  Prifoner,  and  muft 
"  not  admit  any  evidence  againft  him,  which  is  not  ftrictly  legal." — The 
original  paper  was  then  read,  and  was  that  adverted  to  in  page  70  of  the  At- 
torney General's  iUdement.  Extracts  were  alfo  read  from  the  paper  found 
on  the  Prifoner's  perfon,  as  ftated  by  the  Attorney  General,  in  page  68,. 
The  title  of  the  manufcript  book,  "  Elements  of  War"  was  next  read,  and 
finally,  that  found  in  the  depot,  beginning,  "  I  have  but  little  time  to  look,  life  '* 

Here  the  cafe  closed  on  the  part  of  the  Crown  : — and  the  Prifoner  having 
declined  to  enter  into  any  defence,  either  by  witnefies,  or  his  counfel, 

Mr.  Plunkrt  addreffed  the  Court  and  Jury  as  follows : 


My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury, 

You  need  not  entertain  any  apprehenfion,  that  at  this  hour  of  the 
day,  I  am  difpofed  to  take  up  a  great  deal  of  your  time,  by  ob- 
ferving upon  the  evidence  which  has  been  given.  In  truth,  if 
this  were  an  ordinary  cafe,  and  if  the  object  of  this  profecution 
did  not  include  fome  more  momentous  interefls,  than  the  mere 
queftion  of  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  unfortunate  gentleman 
who  (lands  a  prifoner  at  the  bar,  I  mould  have  followed  the  exam- 
ple of  his  counfel,  and  lTiGuld  have  declined  making  any  obfervations 
upon  the  evidence.  But,  gentlemen,  I  do  feel  this  to  be  a  cafe  of 
infinite  importance  indeed. —It  is  a  cafe  important,  like  all  others 
of  this  kind,  by  involving  the  life  of  a  fellovv-fubject  ;"  but  it  is 
doubly,  and  ter.-fold  important,  becaufe  from  the  evidence  which 
has  been  given  in  the  progrefs  of  it,  the  fydem  of  this  confpiracy 
againfl  the  laws  and  conftitution  of  the  country,  has  been  developed 
in  all  its  branches;  and,  in  obferving  upon  the  conduct  of  the  pri.. 
foner  at  the  bar,  and  in  bringing  home  the  evidence  of  his  guilt,  I 
am  bringing  home  guilt  to  a  perfon,  who,  I  fay,  is  the  centre,  the 
life-blood  and  foul  of  this  atrocious  confpiracy. 

Gentlemen,  with  refpect  to  the  evidence  which  has  been  offered 
upon  the  part  of  the  crown  to  fubflantiate  the  guilt  of  the  prifoner,  1 
fhall  be  very  fhort  indeed  in  recapitulating  and  obferving  upon  it— [ 

M  man 
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(hail  have  very  little  more  to  do  than  to  follow  the  flatement  which 
was  made  by  my  learned  and  eloquent  friend,  who  flated  the  cafe 
upon  the  part  of  the  crown  ;  becaufe  it  appears  to  me,  that  the  out- 
line which  was  given  by  him,  has  been  with  an  exactnefs  and  preci- 
sion feldom  to  be  met  with,  followed  up  by  the  proof.  Gentlemen, 
what  is  the  fum  and  fubflance  of  that  evidence  ?  I  mall  not  detain 
you  by  detailing  the  particulars  of  it, — You  fee  the  prifoner  at  the  bar 
returning  from  foreign  countries,  fome  time  before  hoftilities  were 
on  the  point  of  breaking  out  between  thefe  countries  and  France — 
At  firfl  avowing  himfelf — not  difguifing,  or  concealing  himfelf- — he 
was  then  under  no  neceffity  of  doing  fo  ;  but  w^hen  hoiiilities  com* 
menced,  and  when  it  was  not  improbable,  that  foreign  invaflon 
might  co-operate  with  domeftic  treafon,  you  fee  him  throwing  off 
the  name  by  which  he  was  previously  known,  and  difguifing  himfelf 
under  new  appellations  and  characters.— — You  fee  him  in  the  month 
of  March  or  April,  going  to  an  obfcure  lodging  at  Harold's  Crofs, 
afluming  the  name  oiHeivitt,  and  concealing  himfelf  there— '-for  what 
purpofe?  Has  he  called  upon  any  witnefs  to  explain  it  to  you — if  he 

were  upon  any  private  enterprife if  for  fair  and  honourable  views 

or  any  other  purpofe  than  that  which  is  imputed  to  him  by 

the  indictment  ?  Has  he  called  a  fingle  witnefs  to  explain  it  ?  No  : 
but  after  remaining  fix  weeks,  or  two  months  in  his  concealment, 
when  matters  began  to  ripen  a  little  more,  when  the  houfe  was  hired, 
in  Thomas-ftreet,  which  became  the  depot  and  magazine  of  mili- 
tary preparation,  he  then  thinks  it  neceffary  to  aflume  another  cha- 
racter, and  another  place  of  abode,  accommodated  to  a  more  en- 
larged fphere  of  action-—— ■ — he  abandons  his  lodging — —he  pays  a 
"fine  of  6 1  guineas  for  a  houfe  in  Butterficld-Jane);  again  difguifed  by 

another  ailumed  name,  that  of  Ellis.- Has  he  called  any  perfon 

to  account  for  this  ;  or  to  excufe  by  argument,  or  even  by  afferrion, 
this  conduct  ? — —Why,  for  any  honefl  purpofe,  4he  ihould  take  this 
place  for  his  habitation  under  a  feigned  name  ? 

But  you  find   his  plans  of  treafon  becoming  more  mature. — H«. 
is  therefore  affociated  with  two  perfons,  one  of  the  name  of  Dowdali. 
We  have  not  explained  in  evidence  what  his  fituation  is,  or  what  he 
had  been-' —  the  other  is  £>uigley  ;  he  has  bsen  afcertained  by  the 

evidence 
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evidence  to  have  been  aperfon  originally  following  the  occupation  of 
bricklayer  ;  but  he  thought  proper  to  defert  the  humble  walk  in 
which  he  was  originally  placed,  and  to  become  a  framer  of  confhtu" 
tions,  and  a  fubverter  of  empires. 

With  thefe  afTociates  he  remains  at  Butterfield-lane,  occafionally 
leaving  it  and  returning  again  ;  whether  he  was  fuperintending  the 
works  which  were  going  forward,  or  whatever  other  employment 
engaged  him,  you  will  determine.  Be  it  what  it  may,  if  it  were 
not  for  the  purpofe  of  treafon  and  rebellion,  he  has  not  thought 
proper  by  evidence  to  explain  it.  Things  continued  until  fome' 
fhort  time  before  the  fatal  night  of  the  23d  of  July.  The  cri- 
fis  became  haftened  by  an  event  which  took  place  about  a  week 
before  the  breaking  out  of  the  infurreftion  5  a  houfe  in  Patrick-ftreet^ 
in  which  a  quantity  of  powder  had  been  collected  for  the  purpofe  of 
the  rebellion,  exploded.  An  alarm  was  fpread  by  this  accident » 
the  confpirators  found,  that  if  they  delayed  their  fchemes,  and 
waited  for  foreign  co-operation,  they  would  be  detected  and  de- 
feated ;  and  therefore  it  became  neceiTary  to  haften  to  immediate 
action.  What  is  the  confequence  ?  From  that  time  the  prifoner  is 
not  feen  in  his  old  habitation  ;  he  moves  into  town,  and  becomes  an 
inmate  and  conftant  inhabitant  of  this  depot.  Thefe  fads,  which  I 
am  dating,  are  not  collected  by  inference  from  his  difguife,  his  con- 
cealment, or  the  afTumption  of  a  feigned  name,  or  the  other  con- 
comitant circumftances  ;  but  are  proved  by  the  pofitive  teftimony 
of  three  witneffes  ;  all  of  whom  positively  fwear  to  the  identity  of 
his  perfon  ;  Fleming,  Colgan,  and  Farrell,  every  one  of  whom 
fwears  he  faw  the  prifoner,  tallying  exactly  with  each  other,  as  to 
bis  perfon,  the  drefs  he  wore,  the  functions  heexercifed  ;  and  eve- 
ry one  of  whom  had  a  full  opportunity  of  knowing  him.     You  faw 

frim  at  Butterfield-lane  under  the  aiTumed  name  of  Ellis you  fee 

him  carrying  the  fame  name  into  the  depot,  not  wifliing  to  avow  his 
own,  until  the  achievement  of  the  enterprize  would  crown  it  with 
fome  additional  eclat. 

The  firft  witnefs,  Fleming,  appears   in   the  character  of  a  perfon 

who  was  privy  to  the  confpiracy- he  was  acquainted   with  the 

Cc-nfbiracy — he  was  acquainted  with  the  depot  from  the  moment  it 

M  2  was 
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was  firfl  taken  — he  had  accefs  to  it,  and  co-operated  in  the 

defign -he  was  taken  onfufpicion,  and  under  thefe  circumftances 

he  makes  the  difclofure.  If  the  cafe  of  the  profecution  refted  upon 
the  evidence  of  this  man  alone,  though  an  accomplice  in  the  crime, 
it  would  be  fufficient  evidence  to  go  to  you  for  your  confederation, 
upon  which  you  would  either  acquit  the  prifoner,  or  find  him  guilty, 

In  general,  from   the  nature  of  the  crime  of  treafon  —  from  the 

fecrecy  with  which  it  is  hatched  and  conducted,  it  frequently  hap- 
pens that  no  other  evidence  can  be  reforted  to,  but  that  of  accom- 
plices ;  and  therefore,  notwithstanding  the  crimes  of  fuch  witnefles, 
their  evidence  is  admiflible  to  a  jury.  But,  doubtlefs,  every  honefr. 
and  considerate  jury,  whether  in  a  cafe  of  life  or  not,  will  fcrupu- 
Joufly  weigh  fuch  evidence.  If  it  be  confident  with  itfelf,  difclofing 
a  fair  and  candid  account,  and  is  not  impeached  by  contradictory 
teft  mony,  it  is  fufficient  to  fuftain  a  verdict  of  guilt. 

But,  gentlemen,  I  take  up  your  time  unneceflarily,  in  dwelling 
upon  this  topic,  which  I  introduced  rather  in  juftification  of  the 
principles  which  regulate  fuch  evidence,  than  as  attaching  any  pe- 
culiar weight  to  it  in  the  prefent  inftance Becaufe,  if  you  blot  it 

altogether  from    your  minds,  you    have   then  the  teflirnony  of  two 

other  perfons  not  tainted  with  the  confpiracy  ;- one  of  them 

brought  in  while  in  a  State  of  intoxication,  and  the  other  taken  by 
furprife  when  he  was  watching  at  the  door,  in  every  refpect  corro- 
borating the   teflirnony  of  Fleming?  and   fubftantiating  the  guilt  of 

the  prifoner. You  heard   the  kind  of  implements  which   were 

prepared -their  account  of  the  command  afTumed  by  the  prifon- 
er,— living  an  entire  week  in  the  depot,  animating  his  workmen,  and 
hastening  them  to  the  conclulion  of  their  bufmefs— -When  the  hour 
of  action  artived,  you  fee  him  drefled  in  military  array,  putting  him- 
felf  at  the  head  of  the  troops  who  had  been  fhut  up  with  hirn  in 
this  afylum,  and  advancing  with  his  party,  armed  for  the  capture  of 
the  Caflle,  and  the  destruction  of  his  fellow-citizens! 

Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  what  was  the  part  which  the  prifoner 
took  in  that  night  of  horror,  I  will  not  attempt  to  infinuate  to  you. 
—I  hope  and  trull  in  God,  for  the  fake  of  himfelf,  his  fame,  his 
tternal  welfare,  that  he  was  incapable  of  being  a  party  to  th-e  barbae 

rities 
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irities  which  were  committed 1  do  not  mean  to  insinuate  that 

he  was—-  But  that  he  headed  this  troop,  and  was  prefent  while 
fome  fhots  were  fired,  has  been  proved  by  incontrovertible  teftimo- 
nv. At  what  time  he  quitted  them, whether  from  pru- 
dence, defpair,  or  diguft,  he  retired  from  their  bands,  is  not  proved 
by  evidence  upon  the  tsble.     But  from  the  moment  of  the  difcom- 

fiture  of  his  project,  we  find  him  again  concealed We  trace  him 

with  the  badges  of  rebellion  glittering  upon  his  perfon,  attended 
by  the  other  two  Con/iits,  Quigley  the  bricklayer,  and  Doivdall  the 
clerk, — whether  for  concealment,  or  to  Simulate  the  wretched  pea- 
fantry  to  other  ads  of  infurreclion,  you  will  determine.  We  firil 
trace  him  to  Doyle  s,  and  then  to  BagnaT-s\ — one  identifies  him, 
—  the  other,  from  her  fears,  incapable  of  doing  fo.  But  the 
fame  party,  in  the  fame  uniforms,  go  to  her  houfe,  until  the  appre- 
hension of  detection  drove  them  from  her.  When  he  could  no  lon- 
ger find  meiterin  the  mountains,  nor  ftir  up  the  inhabitants  of  them, 
he  again  retires  to  his  former  obfcure  lodging, ;  the  name  of  Ellis  is 
abandoned,  the  regimental  coat  is  abandoned,  and  again  he  afTumes 
the  name  of  Hewitt. — What  is  his  conduct  in  this  concealment? 
He  betrays  his  apprehenfions  of  being  taken  up  by  Government— 

for  what  ?  Has  any  explanation  been  given  to  mew  what  it  could 

be,  unlefs  for  rebellion  ?- There  he  plans  a  mode  of  efcape,  re- 
futing to  put  his  name  upon  the  door. — You  find  him  taken  a  reluc- 
tant prifoner,  twice  attempting  to  efcape,  and  only  brought  within 

the  reach  of  jthe  law  by  force  and  violence. -What  do  you  find 

then  ?     Has  he  been  affecting  to  difguife  his  object -or  that  his 

plan  was  lefs   dignified   than  his  motive that  of  treafon  ?— — « 

No  fuch  thing  : He  tells  young  Palmer  that  he  was  in  Thomas- 

ftreet  that  night ; — he  confefTes  the  treafon, — he  boaiis  of  his  uni- 
form,  part  of  which  was  upon  his  perfon  when  he  was  taken.- 

He  acknowledged  all  this  to  the  young  man  in  the  houfe — a  wit- 
nefs,  permit  me  to  remark,  not  carried  away  by  any  excels  of  over 
zeal,  to  fay  any  thing  to  the  injury  of  the  prifoner  ;  and  therefore 
to  his  teflimony,  fo  far  as  it  affects  the  prifoner*  you  may  with  a 
fafe  confcience  afford  a  reafonable  degree  of  credit^ 

Under  what  circumftances  he  is  taken  ?   In  the  room  in  which  he 
was  *— ■ -upon  a  chair  near  the  door,  is  found  an  addrefs  to  the  go- 
Government 
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vernmcnt  of  the  country  ;  and  in  the  very  firfl  paragraph  of  that  ad* 
drefs,  the  compofer  of  it  acknowledges  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  con- 
fpiracy  for  the  overthrow  of  the  government,  which  he  addreffes, 
telling  them,  in  diplomatic  language,  what  conduct  the  underfigned 
will  be  compelled  to  adopt,  if  they  fhall  prefume  to  execute  the 
law.  He  is  the  leader,  whofe  nod  is  aflat,  and  he  warns  them  of 
the  conferences  ! 

Gentlemen    of  the  jury,   you  will    decide   whether  the  prifon* 
er  at  the  bar,   or  Mrs.  Palmer,    was  the   perfon  who   denounced 

thofe  terms,  and   this  vengeance  againfl   the  government. 

What  is  found  upon  him  ?  A  letter  written  by  a  brother  confpirator* 
confulting  upon  the  prefent  pofture  of  the  rebellion,  their  future 
profpetfs,  and  the  probability  of  French  affiftance,  and  alfo  the  pro- 
bable effe<3s  of  that  afliflance,  if  it  fliould  arrive.-- — What  further 
is  found  ?  —  ■  ■■-•At  the  depot — and  every  thing  found  there,  whethe* 
coming  out  of  the  defk  which  he  appears  to  have  ufed  and  reforted 
to,  or  in  any  other  part  of  the  place  which  he  commanded,  is  evi- 
dence againft  him.  You  find  a  treatife  upon  the  art  of  war,  framed 
for  the  purpofe  of  drilling  the  party  who  were  employed  to  effect  this 
rebellion  ;  but  of  war  they  have  proved  they  are  incapable  of  know- 
ing any  thing  but  its  ferocity  and  its  crimes.  You  find  two  pro- 
clamations, detailing  fyftematically  and  precifely,  the  views  and  ob- 
jects of  this  confpiracy,  and  you  find  a  manufcript  of  one  of  them, 
with  interlineations,  and  other  marks  of  its  being  an  original  draft. — 

It  will  be  for  you  to  confider,  who  was  the  frarner  of  it, the 

man  who  precided  in  the  depot,  and   regulated  all  the  proceedings. 

there, or  whether  it  was  formed  by  Doivdall  the  clerk,  Quigley 

the  bricklayer,  or  by  Stafford  the  baker  ;  or  any  of  the  illiterate 
Tictims  of  the  ambition  of  this  young  man,  who  have  been  convicted 

in  this  court  ? Or  whether  it  did  not  flow  from  his  pen,   and 

was  dictated  by  his  heart. 

Gentlemen,  with  regard  to  this  mafs  of  accumulated  evidence,, 
forming  irrefragable  proof  of  the  guilt  of  the  prifoner,  I  conceive 
no  man,  capable  of  putting  together  two  ideas,  can  have  a  doubt 
.Why  then  do  I  addrefs  you,  or  why  fhould  I  trefpafs  any  lon- 
ger on  your  time  and  your  attention  : Becaufe,  as  I  have  al- 
ready mentioned,  I  kt\  this  to  be  a  cafe  of  great  public  expectation 
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•—•of  the  very  laft  national  importance;  and  becaufe,  when  I  am 
profecuting  a  man,  in  vvhofe  veins  the  very  life-blood  of  this  con- 
spiracy flowed,  1  expofe  to  the  public  eye  the  utter  meannefs  and  in~ 

fuiHciency  of  its  refources What  does  it  avow  itfelfto  be  ?     T 

A  plan,  not  to  correct  the  excefles,  or  reform  the  abufes  of  the  go- 
vernment of  the  country  ;  — —  not  to  remove  any  fpecks  of  imperfec- 
tion which  might  have  grown  upon  the  firface  of  the  conftitution, 
or  to  ref  train  the  overgrown  power  of  the  crown — or  to  reftore  any 
privilege  of  parliament ;  or  to  throw  any  new   fecurity  around  the 

liberty  of  the  fubject No— — but  it  plainly  and    boldly  avows 

itfelf  to  be  a  plan  to  feparate  Great  Britain  from  Ireland,  uproot  the 
monarchy,  and  eftablifh  "  A  Free  and  Indpendent   Republic  in   Ire- 

"  land"  in  its  place! To  fever  the  connection   between  Great 

Britain  and  Ireland I — : - — Gentlemen,  I  mould  feel  it  a  walla 

of  words  and  ojF  public  time,  were  I  addreffing  you,  or  any  perfon 
within  the  limits  of  my  voice,  to  talk  of  the  frantic  despe- 
ration of  the  plan  of  any  man,  who  fpeculates  upon  the  difToIution  of 
that  empire,  vvhofe  glory  and  whofe  happinefs  depends  upon  its  in- 
difToluble  connection.  ~j —  But  were  it  practicable  to  fever  that  con- 
nection   to  untie  the  Inks  which  bind  us  to  the  Britilh  confti- 
tution, and  to  turn  us  adrift  upon  the  turbulent  ocean  of  revolution, 
who  could  aniwer  for  the  exigence  of  this  country,  as  an  indepen- 
dent country,  for  a  year  ?  — —  God,  and  Nature  have  made  the  two 
countries  efTential  to  each  other, — —let  them  cling  to  each  other  to 
the  end  of  time,  and  their  united  affection  and  loyalty  will  be  proof 
againfl:  the  machinations  or  the  world. 

But  how  was    this  to  be    done?- — —By  eftablilhing    "  a  Fret 

**  and  Independent  Republic  F9 High  founding  name ! 1  would 

afk,  whether  the  man  who  ufed  them  underllood  what  they  meant? 

■  I  will  not  ark  what  may  be  its  benefits,  for  1  know  its  evils. 

There  is  no  magic  in  the  name.  We  have  heard  of  "  free  and  in- 
14  dependent  Republics,"  and  have  fince  feen  the  moft  abject  flavery 
that  ever  groaned  under  iron  defpotifm,  growing  out  of  them. 

Formerly,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  we  have  feen  revolutions  ef- 
fected by  fome  great  call  of  the  people,  ripe  for  the  change,  ani 
unfitted  by  their  habits  for  ancient  forms ;  but  here,   from  the  ob- 

fcurity 
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fcuricy  of  concealment,  and  by  the  voice  of  that  pigmy  authority, 
felf  created,  and  fearing  to  [hew  itfelf,  but  in  the  arms,  and  under 
cover  of  the  night,  we  are  called  upon  to  furrender  a  conftitution 
which  has  lafted  for  a  period  of  one  thoufand  years.  Had  any  body 
of  the  people  come  forward,  ftating  any  grievance,  or_  announcing 
their  demand  for  a  change  ?— — -No,  but  while  the  country  is  peace" 
ful,  enjoying  the  bleffings  of  the  conftitution,  growing  rich  and 
happy  under  it,  a  few,  defperate,  obfcure,  contemptible  adventu- 
rers in  the  trade  of  revolution,  -form  a  fcheme  againft  the  con- 
ftituted  authorities  of  the  land,  and  by  force  and  violence  to  over* 
throw  an  ancient  and  venerable  corifKtution,  and  to  plunge  a  whole 
people  into  the  horrors  of  civil  war  ! 

If  the  wifeft  head  that  ever  lived  had  framed  the  wifeft:  fyftem 
of  laws  which  human  ingenuity  could  devife — —if  he  were  fatisfied 
that  the  fyftem  were  exaclly  fitted  to  the  difpofition  of  the  people  for 
whom  he  intended  it ;  and  that  a  great  proportion  of  that  people 
were  anxious  for  its  adoption,  yet  give  me  leave  to  fay,  that  under 
all  thefe  circumflances  of  fitnefs  and  difpofition,  a  well  judging 
mind,  and  a  humane  heart  would  paufe  awhile,  and  flop  upon  the 
brink  of  his  purpofe,  before  he  would  hazard  the  peace  of  the 
country,  by  reforting  to  force  for  the  eftablifhment  of  his  fyftem: 
but  here,  in  the  phrenzy  of  diirempered  ambition,  the  author  of  the 
proclamation  conceives  the  project  of  u  a  Free  and  Independent  Re- 
"  public  /'——he  at  once  flings  it  down,  and  he  tells  every  man  in 
the  community,  rich  or  poor,  loyal  or  diftoyal,  he  mud  adopt  it  at 
the  peril  of  being  confidered  an  enemy  to  the  country  :  and  of  fuf- 
fering  the  pains  and  penalties  attendant  thereupon. 

And  how  was  this  revolution  to  be  effected  ?  The  proclamation 
conveys  an  infinuation,  that  it  was  to  be  effected  by  their  own  force, 

entirely  independent  of  foreign  affiftance.— — -Why  ? Becaufe  it 

was  well  known,  there  remained  few  in  this  country  fo  depraved, 
fo  loft  to  the  welfare  of  their  native  land,  that  would  not  fhudder 
at  forming  an  alliance  with  France  :  and  therefore  the  ?people  of 
Ireland  are  told,  "  The  effort  is  to  be  entirely  your  own,  indepen- 
dent of  foreign  aid."- But  how   does   this    tally  with  the  time 

when  the  fcheme  was  full  hatched  ;  the  very  period  of  the  com- 

mcucement 
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Tnencement  of  the  war  with  France  ?  How  does  it  tally  with  the 
fact  of  confulting  in  the  depot  about  the  co-operation  with  the 
French,  which  has  been  proved  in  evidence  ?  But,  gentlemen,  out 
of  the  proclamation  I  convicl:  him  of  duplicity.  He  tells  the  go- 
vernment of  the  country  not  to  refill  their  mandate,  or  think  that 
they  can  effectually  fupprefs  rebellion,  by  putting  down  the  prefen* 
attempt,  but  that  "  they  will  have  to  crulh  a  greater  exertion,  ren- 
"  dered  /toll  greater  by  foreign  affiflance."  So  that  upon  the  face 
of  the  proclamation,  they  avowed,  in  its  naked  deformity,  the  abomi- 
nable plan  of  an  alliance  with  the  ufurper  of  the  French  throne,  to 
overturn  the  ancient  constitution  of  the  land,  and  to  fubftitute  a  new 
republic  in  its  place. 

Gentlemen,  fo  far  I  have  taken  up  your  time  with  obferving  up- 
on the  nature  and  extent  of  the  confpiracy ;  its  objects  and  the 
means  by  which  they  propofed  to  effectuate  them.  Let  me  now 
call  your  attention  to  the  pretexts  by  which  they  feek  to  fup- 
port  them.  They  have  not  ftated  what  particular  grievance  or 
oppreflion  is  complained  of;  but  they  have  travelled  back  into 
the  hiftory  of  fix  centuries,  they  have  raked  up  the  allies  of 
former  cruelties  and  rebellions,  and  upon  the  memory  of  them, 
they  call  upon  the  good  people  of  this  country  to  embark  into 
fimilar  troubles,  but  they  forget  to  tell  the  people,  that  until 
the  infection  of  new  fangled  French  principles  was  introduced, 
this  country  was  for  100  years  free  from  the  flighted:  fymptom 
of  rebellion,  advancing  in  improvement  of  every  kind  beyond, 
any  example,  while  the  former  animofities  of  the  country  were 
melting  down  into  a  general  fyflem  of  philanthropy  and  cor- 
dial attachment  to  each  other.  They  forget  to  tell  the  people 
whom  they  addrefs,  that  they  have  been  enjoying  the  benefit 
of  equal  laws,  by  which  the  property,  the  perfon  and  confli- 
tuiional  rights  and  privileges  of  every  man  are  abundantly  pro- 
tected ;  they  have  not  pointed  out  a  flngle  inftance  of  oppref- 
fion.  Give  me  leave  to  afk  any  man  who  may  have  fuffered 
himfelf  to  be  deluded  by  thofe  enemies  of  the  law,  what  is 
there  to  prevent  the  exercife  of  honefl  induftry,  and  enjoying 
the  produce  of  it  ?  Does  any  man  prefume  to  invade  him  in  the  en- 
joyment of  his  property  ?  If  he  does,  is  not  the  punimment  of  the 
law  brought  down  upon  him  \  What  doss  he  want  ?    What  is  it 

N  that 


{     '$o      ) 

that  any  rational  friend  to  freedom  could  expect,  trial  the  people 
of  this  country  are  not  fully  and  amply  in  the  pofTeflion  of?— 
And  therefore  when  thofe  idle  (lories  are  told  of  600  years 
oppreffion  and  of  rebellions  prevailing  when  this  country  was  in 
a  ftate  of  ignorance  and  barbarifm,  and  which  have  long  fince 
pailed  away,  they  are  utterly  deftitute  of  a  fad  to  reft  upon  ;  they  . 
are  a  fraud  upon  feeling  and  are  the  pretext  of  the  factious  and 
ambitious,  working  upon  credulity  and  ignorance. 

Let  me  allude  to  another  topic: — they  call  for  revenge  on  ac- 
csunt  of  the  removal  of  the  Parliament.  Thofe  men  who  in  1798, 
endeavoured  to  deftroy  the  Parliament,  now  call  upon  the  loyal 
men,  who  oppofed  its  transfer,  to  join  them  in  rebellion  ;  an  appeal 
\ain  and  fruitlefs.  Look  around  and  fee  with  what  zeal  and  loyalty 
they  have  rallied  around  the  Throne  and  Conftitution  of  the  coun- 
try.— Whatever  might  have  been  the  difference  of  opinion  here- 
tofore among  Irifhmen  upon  fome  points,  when  armed  rebels  ap- 
pear again  ft  the  laws  and  public  peace,  every  minor  difference 
is  annihilated  in  the  paramount  claim  of  duty  to  our  King  and 
Country. 

So  much,  Gentlemen,  for  the  nature  of  this  confpiracy  and  the 
pretexts  upon  which  it  refts.  Surfer  me,  for  a  moment  to  call 
your  attention  to  one  or  two  of  the  edicts  publifhed  by  the  con- 
fpirators.  They  have  denounced,  that  if  a  fingle  Irtfh  Soldier, 
or,  in  more  faithful  defcription,  Irifti  Rebel,  mail  lofe  his  life 
after  the  battle  is  over,  quarter  is  neither  to  be  given  or  taken.—- 
Obferve  the  equality  of  the  reafoning  of  thefe  promulgators  of 
liberty  and  equality.  The  diftinction  is  this  : — Englifh  Troops 
are  permitted  to  arm  in  defence  of  the  Government  and  the  Con- 
iiiiution  of  the  Country,  and  to  maintain  their  allegiance  j  but  if 
an  'Irtfh  Soldier,  Yeoman,  or  other  Loyal  perfon,  who  {ball  not 
within  the  (pace  of  fourteen  days  from  the  date  and  ifTuing  forth 
of  their  fovereign  Proclamation,  appear  in  aims  with  them;  if  he 
preiumes  to  obey  the  dictates  of  his  confcien.ee,  his  duty  and  his 
i nte reft— if  he  has  the  hardihood  to  be  loyal  to  his  Sovereign  and 
his  country,  he  is  proclaimed  a  traitor,  his  life  is  forfeited  and  his 
property  is  confifcated: — A  facred  palladium  is  thrown  oper  the 
rebel  caufe,  while  in  the  fame  breath,  undifcinguiihing  vengeance 
is  denounced  againft  thefe,  who  fiand  up  in  defence  of  the  exift- 
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ing  and  ancient  laws  of  the  country, — -For  God's  fake,  to  whom 
are  we  called  upon  to  deliver  up,  with  only  fourteen  days  to  con- 
sider of  it— all  the  advantages  we  enjoy  ?  Who  are  they  who  claim 
the  obedience  ?  The  prifoner  is  the  principal :  I  do  not  wifh  to 
fay  any  thing  harfh  of  him — a  young  man  of  considerable  talents 
if  ufed  with  precaution,  and  of  refpectable  rank  in  fociety,  if  con- 
tent to  conform  himfelf  to  its  laws.  But  when  he  afTumes  the 
manner  and  the  tone  of  a  legislator,  and  calls  upon  all  ranks  of 
of  people,  the  inflant  The  Provjjlonal  Government  proclaims  in 
the  Abstract,  a  new  Government,  without  fpecifying  what  the 
new  laws  are  to  be,  or  how  the  people  are  to  be  conducted  and 
managed — but  that  the  moment  it  is  announced,  the  whole  con- 
Hituted  authority  is  to  yield  to  him.  It  becomes  an  extravagance 
bordering  upon  phrenzv ;  this  is  going  beyond  the  example  of 
all  former  times.  If  a  rightful  fovereign  were  reflored  he  would 
forbear  to  inflict  punimment  upon  thofe  who  fubmitted  to  the  King 
de  faElo  \  but  here  there  is  no  fuch  forbearance.  We  who  have 
lived  under  a  King,  not  only  defaclo,*  but  de  jure  in  poSTefiion  of 
the  throne,  are  called  upon  to  fubmit  ourfelves  to  the  Prifoner  s 
to  Do<wdaliy  the  vagrant  politician — to  the  bricklayer,  to  the  baker9 
the  old  clothes'  man,  the  hod-man  and  the  hoftler.  Thefe  are 
the  perfons  to  whom  this  Proclamation  in  its  majefty  and  dignity 
calls  upon  a  great  people  to  yield  obedience,  and  a  powerful  go- 
vernment to  give  "  a  prompt,  manly  and  fagacious  acquiefcence 
"  to  their  juft  and  unalterable  determination-!" — "  We  call  upon 
*'  the  Brlt'tjh  Government  not  to  be  fo  mad  as  to  oppofe  us."  Why 
Gentlemen?  this  goes  beyond  all  ferious  difcuffion,  and  I,  mention 
it,  mereiy  to  ihew  the  contemptible  nature  of  this  confpiracy, 
which  hop»d  so  have  fet  the  entire  country  in  a  flame  i  when  it 
was  joined  by  -nineteen  Counties  from  North  to  South,  catching  the 
electrical  (park  of  revolution,  thty  engaged  in  the  conspiracy : 
The  General,  with  his  Lieut.  General,  putting  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  the  forces,  collected  not  merely  from  the  city,  but  from 
the  neighbouring  Counties,  and  when  all  the  Strength  is  collected, 
voluntary  and  forced,  they  are  flopped  in  their  piogrefs,  in  the 
firft  glow  of  their  valour,  by  the  honed  voice  of  a  Single  peace  of~ 
S^er,  at  which  the  Provincial  forces  were  difccDcerted-and  fcUrrned, 
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bat   ran   like  hares,  when   one  hundred  foldiers  appeared  againft 
them. 

Gentlemen,  why  do  I  Hate  thefe  fads  ?— Is    it  to  (hew,  that 
the  Government  need  not  be  vigilant,  or  that  our  gallant  coun- 
trymen mould  relax  in  their  exertions  ?  By  no  means  ;  but  to  in- 
duce the  rmferable  victims  who  have  been  mifled  by  thofe  phantoms 
of  revolutionary  delufion,  to  fhew  them  that  they  ought  to  lofe  no 
time  in  abandoning  a  caufe  which  cannot  protect  itfelf,  and  expofes 
them  to  deduction,  and  to  adhere  to  the  peaceful  and  fecure  habits 
of  honeft  induftry.      If  they  knew  it,  they  have  no  reafon  to  repine 
at  their  lot ;  Providence  is   not  fo  unkind  to  them  in  cafting  them 
in  that  humble"  walk  in  which  they  are  placed.     Let  them  obey  the 
law  and   cultivate  religion,   and   worfhip  their   God  in  their  own 
way.     They  may  profecute  their  labour  in    peace  and  tranquillity, 
they  need  not  envy  the  higher  ranks  of  life,   but  may   look  with 
pity  upon  that  vicious   defpot  who  watches  with  the  fieeplefs  eye 
of  difquieting  ambition,    and    fits    a    wretched  ufurper  trembling 
upon   the  throne  of  the  Bourbons.     But  I  do  not  wifh  to  awaken 
any   remorfe,    except  fuch  as   may  be  faiutary  to  himfeif  and  the 
country,   in  the   mind   of  the   Prifoner.      But  when   he  reflects, 
that,  he   has    (looped  from   the   honorable  fituation  in   which  his 
birth,    talents    and     his    education    placed  him,   to  debauch   the 
minds  of  the  lower  orders  of  ignorant  men,  with  the  phantoms  of 
liberty  and  equality,   he    muft  feel,  that  it  was  an  unworthy  ufe  of 
his  talents— he  mould  feel  remorfe  for  the  conferences  which  en- 
fued,  grievous    to   humanity   and   virtue,  and  mould  endeavour   to 
make  all  the  atonement  he  can,  by  employing  the  little  time  which 
remains  for  him,  in  endeavouring  to  undeceive  them. 

Liberty  and  equality  are  dangerous  names  to  make  ufe  of — If  pro- 
perly underfiood,  they  mean  enjoyment  of  perfonal  freedom  under 
the  equal  protection  of  the  laws,  and  a  genuine  love  of  liberty  in- 
culcates an  affection  for  our  friends,  our  King  and  Country,  a  re- 
verence for  their  lives,  an  anxiety  for  their  fafety,  a  feeling  which 
advances  from  private  to  public  life,  until  it  expands  and'fwells  into 
the  more  dignified  name  of  philanthropy  and  philofophy.  But  in 
the  cant  of  modern  philofophy,  thefe  affections  which  form  the 
ennobling  distinctions  of  man's  nature  are  all  thrown  afide  ;  all  the 
vices  of  bis  character  are  made  the  inftrument  of  moral  good-" 
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an  ahjlraB  quantity  of  ince  may  produce  a  certain  quantity  of  mo> 
ral good !  To  a  man  whofe  principles  are  thus  poifoned,  and 
his  judgment  perverted,  the  moft  flagitious  crimes  lofe  their 
names,  robbery  and  murder  become  moral  good !  He  is  taught 
not  to  ilartle  at  putting  to  death  a  fellow-creature,  if  it  be  re- 
prefented  as  a  mode  of  contributing  to  the  good  of  all.  In 
purfuit  of  thofe  phantoms  and  chimeras  of  the  brain,  they  abolifh 
feelings  and  inflincls,  which  God  and  nature  have  planted  in 
our  hearts  for  the  good  of  human  kind.  Thus  by  the  printed 
plan  for  the  eftablifhment  of  liberty  and  a  free  republic,  murder 
is  prohibited  and  profcribed  ;  and  yet  you  have  heard  how  this  cau- 
tion againft  excefTes  was  followed  up  by  the  recital  of  every 
grievance  that  ever  exifted,  and  which  could  excite  every  bad  feel- 
ing of  the  heart  ;  the  mod  vengeful  cruelty  and  infatiate  thirft  for 
blood. 

Gentlemen,   I  am  anxious  to    fuppofe    that  the    mind  of  the 
Prifoner  recoiled  at   the   fcenes    of  murder    which   he   witneffed, 
and  I  mention  one  circumftance  with  fatisfa&ion  :  it  appears  he 
faved   the  life    of  FarrelU  and  may  the  recollection   of  that  one 
good    aclion   cheer    him    in   his  lait  moments.       But  though   he 
may  not   have   planned   individual  murders,  that  is  no  excufe  to 
juftify   his  embarking   in  treafon,    which    mull    be    followed    by 
every   fpecies    of  crime.       It  is   fupported  by  the  rabble  of  the 
county — while     the    rank,    the    wealth  and    the    power   of    the 
country  is   oppofed  to    it.     Let  loofe  the  rabble  of  the  country 
from  the  falutary   reilraints  of  the  law,  and   who  can    take    upon 
him  to  limit  their  barbarities  ?   Who  can  fay,  he  will  difturb  the 
peace  of  the    world,    and    rule   it    when  wlldefl  ?    Let  loofe  the 
winds    of  heaven,    and   what  power   lefs    than    omnipotent    can 
control  them  ?-r-So  it  is  with  the  rabble,  let  them  loofe,  and  who 
can   refttain   them  ?    What  claim  then  can  the  Prifoner  have  upon, 
the    companion    of   a    Jury,    becaufe  in   the  general    deftruction, 
which  his  fchemes   neceifarily  produce,  he  did  not  meditate  in- 
dividual  murder.     In   the    mort    fpace   of  a  quarter  of  an    hour 
what  a  fcene  of  blood  and  horror  was  exhibited. — I  trufi:  that  the 
blood   which  has   been  fhed  in   the   flreets  of  Dublin  upon  that 
night,   and  fince  upon  the  fcaffold,  and  which  may  be  hereafter 
fiicd,    will    not   be  yifiied  upon  the  head  of  the    Prifoner.      It 
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is  not  for  me  to  fay,  what  are  the  limits  of  the  mercy  of  God  ; 
what  a  fincere  repentance  of  thofe  crimes  may  effect ;  but  I  do 
fay,  that  if  this  unfortunate  young  gentleman  retains  any  of  the 
feeds  of  humanity  in  his  heart,  or  poiTelTes  any  of  thofe  qualities 
which  a  virtuou.i  education  in  a  liberal  feminary  mull  have  planted 
in  his  bofom,  he  will  make  an  atonement  to  his  God  and  his  coun- 
try, by  employing  whatever  time  remains  to  him  in  warning  his 
deluded  countrymen  from  perfevering  in  their  fchemes.  Much 
blood  has  been  fhed,  and  he  perhaps  would  have  been  immolated 
by  his  followers,  if  he  had  fucceeded.  They  are  a  blood- 
thirily  crew,  incapable  of  liftening  to.  the  voice  of  reafon,  and 
equally  incapable  of  obcaining  rational  freedom,  if  it  were  want- 
ing in  this  country,  as  they  are  of  enjoying  it.  They  embrue 
their  hands  in  the  moPt  facred  blood  of  the  country,  and  yet 
they  call  upon  God,  to  profper  their  caufe,  as  it  is  juft  !  But 
as  it  is  atrocious,  wicked  and  abominable,  I  mod  devoutly  invoke 
that  God  to  confound  and  overwhelm  it. 


Lord  Norhury  charged  the  Jury,  minutely  recapitulating  the  whole  of 
evidence,  and  impartially  explaining  the  law. 

The  Jury,  without  leaving  the  box,  pronounced  the  Prifoner, — Guilty. 

The  judgment  of  the  Court  having  been  prayed  upon  the  Prifoner,  the 
Clerk  of  the  Crown,  in  the  ufual  form,  asked  him  what  he  had  to  fay,  why 
judgment  of  death  and  execution  fhould  not  be  awarded  againft  him,  ac- 
cording to  law  ? 


Mr.  Emmet, 

"  I  am  afced  if  I  have  any  thing  to  fay  why  fentence  of  death 
fhould  not  be  pronounced  upon  me.  Was  1  to  fuffer  only 
death,  after  being  adjudged  guilty,  I  mould  bow  in  filence — but  a 
man  in  mylituation  has  not  only  to  combat  with  the  difficulties  of 
of  fortune  but  alio  the  dfficulties  of  prejudice,  the  fentence  of  the  law 
which  delivers  over  his  body  to  the  executioner  configns  his 
character  to  obloquy.  The  man  dies,  but  his  memory  lives, 
and  that  mine  may  not  forfeit  all  claim  to  the  refpect  of  my 
countrymen,  I  u£e  this  occaflon  to  vindicate  myfelf  from  fome  of 
the  charges  advanced  againft  me.  I  am  aqcufed  of  being  an  emifTary 
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of  France:  tis  falfe!  I  am  no  emifTary ;  I  do  not  wifh.  to  deliver 
up  my  country  to  a  foreign  power,  and  leaft  of  all  to  France — No  ! 
never  did  I  entertain  the  idea  of  eftabiifhing  French  power  in  Ire- 
land. I  did  not  create  the  rebellion  for  France,  but  for  li- 
berty: God  forbid!  On  the  contrary,  it  is  evident  from  the 
Introductory  paragraph  of  the  addrefs  of  the  Provisional  Go- 
vernment, that  every  hazard  attending  an  independent  eflbrt  was 
doemed  preferable  to  the  more  fatal  rifle  of  introducing  a  French 
army  into  the  country.  When  the  fluctuating  fplrit  of  French 
freedom  was  not  fixed  and  bound  by  the  chains  of  a  military 
Defpot,  it  might  have  been  an  excufable  policy  to  have  fought 
the  aflidance  of  France,  as  was  done  in  the  year  1798.  Then 
it  might  not  have  been  To  great  a  hazard,  to  have  accepted  of 
French  aid,  under  a  guaranteeing  treaty,  fuch  as  Franklin  ob- 
tained for  America.  But  in  the  prefent  day,  could  the  Pro- 
visional Government  have  formed  fuch-'a  plan,  they  would  have 
exhibited  fuch  proof  of  mental  imbecility  as  to  unfit  them  for 
the  common*  offices  of  life.  Small  would  be  our  claims 
to  patriotifm  and  to  ienfe,  and  palpable  our  affectation  of  the 
love  of  Liberty,  if  we  were  to  encourage  the  profanation  of 
our  mores  by  a  people  who  are  fkves  themfelves,  and  the  un- 
principled and  abandoned  inftrurnents  of  impofing  ilavery  on 
others.— »-If  fuch  an  inference  is  drawn  from  any  part  of  the 
Proclamation  of  the  Provifional  Government,  it  calumniates  the:^ 
views  and  is  not  warranted  by  the  fact— how  could  they  fpeak 
of  freedom  to  their  eountrymen— -how  affume  fuch  an  exalted 
motive,  and  meditate  the  introduction  of  a  power  which  has 
been  the  enemy  of  freedom  in  every  part  of  the  globe.  Re» 
viewing  the  conduct  of  Fiance  to  other  countries  ;  feeing  how 
fhe  has  behaved  to  Switzerland,  to  Holland  and  Italy  ;  could 
we  expect  better  conduct  towards  us  ?  No!  Let  not,  then,  any 
man  attaint  my  memory  by  believing,  that  I  could  have  hoped 
freedom  through  the  aid  of  France,  and  betrayed  the  facred 
caufe  of  liberty,  by  committing  it  to  the  power  of  her  mofl  deter- 
mined foe.  Neither  let  any  man  hereafter  abufe  my  name  or  my 
principles  to  the  purpofe  of  fo  bafe  and  wicked  a  delufion.  Oh  ! 
my  countrymen,  believe  not  thofe  who  would  attempt  fo  parricidal 
an  imposition  upon  your  undaftuiidings.     Deliver  my  country  into 
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tn  e  hands  of  France  ! — What!  meditate  fuch  a  cruel  afTafli  nation 
of  her  political  life  ! — Had  1  done  fo,  I  had  not  deferved  to 
live,  and  dying  with  fuch  a  weight  upon  my  character,  1  had  me- 
rited the  honed  execration  of  that  country  which  gave  me  birth, 
and  to  which  I  would  have  given  freedom.  Had  1  been  in  Switz- 
erland I  would  have  fought  againft  the  French-—  for  I  am  certain 
the  Stvifs  are  hoftile  to  the  French.  In  the  dignity  of  freedom  I 
would  have  expired  on  the  threfhold  of  that  country,  and  they 
mould  have  entered  it  only  by  palling  over  my  lifelefs  corfe.  Is  it 
then,  to  be  fuppofed,  that  I  mould  be  flow  to  make  the  fame  facri- 
fice  to  my  native  land  ?  Am  I,  who  lived  but  to  be  of  fervice 
to  my  country ;  who  refigned  for  that  fervice  the  worfhip  of 
another  idol  I  adored  in  my  heart ;  and  who  would  fubjeel  my- 
felf  to  the  bondage  of  the  grave  to  give  her  independence — 
am  I  to  be  loaded  with  the  foul  and  grievous  calumny  of  be- 
ing an  emiffary  of  France  l» My    Lords,    it   may  be    part  of 

the  fyftem   of  angry  juftice  to   bow  a    man's   mind   by   humilia- 
tion  to  meet    the    ignominy    of  the  fcaffold  ;    but  worfe  to  me 
than  the   fcaffold's    fhame,    or  the    fcaffold's    terrors,   would   be 
the  imputation    of   having   been    the  agent   of  French   defpotifm 
and  ambition ;    and   while    I   have  breath  I   will    call   upon  my 
countrymen  not  to  believe  me  guilty  of  fo  foul  a   crime  againft 
their  liberties  and  their   happinefs.     Though,  you,  my   Lord,  fit 
there  a   Judge,  and  I  Hand  here  a   culprit — yet   you   are  but  a 
man,   and  I  am  another  ;  1  have  a  right,  therefore,  to  vindicate 
my  character   and  motives  from  the  afperfions   of  calumny ;  and 
as   a  man    to   whom  fame  ia  dearer  than   life,    I  will  make  the 
lafl  ufe  of  that  life  in  refcuing  my  name  and  my  memory  from   the 
afflicting  imputation  of  having  been  an  emiffary  of  France,  or  feek  • 
ing  her  interference  w  the  internal  regulation  of  our  affairs.     Did  I 
live  to  fee  a  French  army  approach  this  country,   I  would  meet  it 
on  the  fhore,  with  a  torch  in  one  hand  and  a  fword  in  the  other  ;  I 
would  receive   them    with  all  the  deflru&ion  of  war !    1   would 
animate  my  countrymen   to  immolate  them  in  their  very  boats, 
before   our    native  foil  mould    be  polluted  by  a  foreign   foe.     If 
they    fucceeded  in  landing,   I    would   burn  every  blade  ofgnfs 
before  them;  raze  every  ho  ufe  ;    contend  to  the  lafl  for  every  inch 
of  ground,  and  the  lafl  foot  in  which  the  hope  of  freedom  fhouJd 
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Sefert  me,  that  fpot  I  would  make  my  grave !  — What  I  cannot  do, 
I  leave  a  legacy  to  my  country,  becaufe  1  feel  confcious  that  my 
death  were  unprofitable  and  all  hope  of  liberty  extinct,  the  moment 
a  French  army  obtained  a  footing  in  this  ifland. 

Having  exprefTed  this  animated  vindication,  he  concluded  thus  i 
"  My  lamp  of  life  is  nearly  expired  ;  my  race  is  finifhed  ;  the 
grave  opens  to  receive  me,  and  I  link  into  its  bofom.  All  I  re- 
quefl  then,  at  parting  from  the  world,  is  the  charity  of  its  filence. 
Let  no  man  write  my  epitaph,  for  as  no  man  who  knows  my  motives 
dare  vindicate  them,  let  not  prejudice  or  ignorance  afperfe  them  ; 
Jet  them  and  me  repofe  in  obfcurity  and  peace,  and  my  tomb  remain 
uninfcribed,  'till  other  times  and  other  men  can  do  juftice  to  my 
character. 


Lord  Norbury  then  pronounced  fentence  of  death  in  the  ufual  form,  after 
which  the  Prifoner  bowed,  and  retired.  The  unfortunate  culprit  was  exe- 
cuted the  next  day  in  Thomas-ftreet. 


The  foregoing  is  a  faithful  report  of  this  unforturate  young  man's  excul- 
pation of  himfelf  from  the  charge  of  co-operating  with  the  French  in  any  de- 
fign  to  invade  this  country:  and,  whether  voluntary  or  involuntary,  it  is 
an  evidence  3gainft  the  character  of  the  common  enemy,  which  coming  from 
fuch  authority,  ought  to  have  the  moft  falutary  effect  upon  all  who  may 
have  participated  in  his  principles  or  his  treafons.— Whether  the  fincere 
conviction  of  his  mind,  or  the  impofition  of  pride,  anxious  to  refcue  his 
memory  from  the  foul  (tain  of  having  fought  to  deliver  his  country  up  to 
a  foreign  and  cruel  enemy,  he  is  entitled  to  equal  credit :  and  if  any  tiling 
were  inferibed  on  his  tomb,  moft  honourable  to  himfelf,  and  atoning  to  his 
country,  it  is  die  character  which  he  has  given  of  the  arch  foe  to  the  peace 
and  liberty  of  mankind. 

Let  the  people  of  this  country  profit  by  the  ufeful  admonition ;  it  is  fuffi- 
ci.ent  to  banifh  from  the  moft  tainted  mind,  the  leaf!  inclination  of  counte- 
nancing this  perfidious  people,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  mud  raife  additional 
refolution  in  the  breads  of  others  to  (land  forth  with  vigour  and  alacrity  in 
defence  of  all  that  is  dear  to  them,  again  ft  the  attempts  of  an  enemy,  which 
even  the  intelligent  abettors  of  rebellion  hold  in  abhorrence. 

Mr.  Emmet,  when  conveyed  to  Newgate  after,  trial,  declared  to  a  Gentle- 
man, whom  he  authorifed  to  communicate  his  declaration  to  Government, 
that  he  was  the  chief  mover  and  injligator  of  the  infurreclion :  and  accounted 
for  the  preparatory  expences  by  ftating,  that  he  had  received,  on  the  death 
of  his  father,  ajool.  and  that  he  had  expended  of  that  fum  1400I.  in  pur- 
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chafing  the  anus  found  in  the  depot  in  Marfhalfea-lane — -He  alfo  repeated 
his  denial  of  having  folicited  or  received  any  affiftance  from  the  French 
Government,' and  protefted,  were  this  country  invaded  by  Frenchmen,  from 
his  information  of  their  principles  and  conduct  wherever  they  went,  that 
he  would  be  one  of  the  mofl  zealous  in  amfKng  to  the  expulfion  of  a  power 
which  had  proved  itfelf  fo  treacherous,  rapacious,  and  faguinary. 


On  Wednefday  the  5th  of  October,  that  on  which  Denis  Lambert  Red- 
mond was  tried  and  convicted,  the  Court  adjourned  to  the  following  Satur- 
day, when  was  fufrered  to  expire  a  Commimon,  under  which  the  ends  of 
public  juftice  were,  perhaps  beyond  precedent,  effected,  in  concurrence 
with  public  feeling  and  applaufe. 

Counfel  for  the  Crown  on  all  the  trials  (except  one  or  twp  on  which  Mr. 
Prime  Serjeant  attended,)  were  Mr.  Attorney  Generals-Mr.  Solicitor  Gene- 
ral, and  MefTrs.  Plunket,  Mayne,  Townfend,  Ridgevi^y,  and  E.  O'Grady. 
Crown  Solicitors,  MefTrs.  T.  and  A.  Kemmis. 

For  the  Prifoners,  Mr.  M'Nally  was  generally  concerned :  and  on  Tome 
of  the  trials,  MefTrs.  G.  Ponfonby,  Curran,  Bufhe,  Burrows,  C.  Ball,  B. 
Campbell,  and  Bethel, — The  agent  was,  in  general,  Mr.  L.  M'Nally. 
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The  humanity  of  Government  would  have  been  much  gratified  had  the 
proceedings  of  the  Special  Commiffion  held  in  Dublin,  comprifed  all  the 
caufes  of  HighTreafon;  but  Juftice  remained  further  to  be  vindicated,, 
and  demanded  victims  which  could  not  be  denied  t©  her.  For  the  invefti- 
gation  of  offences  committed  in  the  counties  of  Down  and  Antrim,  Special 
Commiffions  were  appointed. — That  for  the  county  Down  was  opened  at 
Downpatrick,  on  Monday,  the  ioth  of  October,  by  Mr.  Baron  George 
and  Mr.  Juftice  Osborne  ;  on  which  occafion  Baron  George  delivered 
an  eloquent  Charge  to  the  Grand  Jury  ;  that  for  the  county  Antrim,  was 
opened  at  Carrickfergus,  on  the  Thurfday  following. 

Thomas  Rujfell,  Efq.  formerly  a  Captain  in  his  Majelry's  Land  Service, 
and  who,  in  concert  with  the  Infurrection  in  the  capital,  had  iffued  a 
rebellious  Proclamation  in  the  North  to  excite  the  populace  to  rife,  was 
tried  at  Downpatrick,  on  Wednefday,  the  19th  October. — The  following 
is  the  principal  evidence  adduced  on  the  part  of  the  Crown. 

John,Keenan  fworn. — O.  Where  do  you  live  ?  A.  Near  the  Winning 
Poft,  on  the  Down  Courfe. — Q.  Do  you  recollect  the  week  of  the  Maze 
Races  ?  A.  I  do.— Q.  Did  you  hearanv  thing  about  that  time  concerning 
an  infurrection  ?  A.  Yes  ;  two  or  three  days  before  the  22d  July,  people 
were  talking  about  a  rifmg. — Q.  Did  you  get  any  information  where  the 
men  were  to  affemble  ?  A.  Yes  ;  at  Smith's  houfe,  at  Anadorn — there  the 
meeting  was  to  take  place  about  the  rifing — it  was  to  take  place  the  next 
night — that  is  what  I  heard. — I  went  to  Smith's  houfe  on  that  occafion, 
about  12  at  neon,  on  Friday,  the  22d  July — I  went  into  the  room  near 
the  kitchen — there  wsre  fome  perfons  afTembled  there,  eight  or  nine  in 
number — they  were  drinking  whifkey. — O.  Who  did  you  fee  there  ?  A, 
I  faw  James  Drake,  James  Corry,  and  Hugh  M'Mullan. — Q.  Who  did  you 
receive  information  from  where  to  meet  ?  A.  From  Hugh  M'Mullan. — ■ 
There  were  three  or  four  more  perfons  there,  whom  I  was  not  acquainted 
with. — Q.  Look  at  thg  prifoner  at  the  bar  ?  A.  The  prifoner  at  the  bar 
was  there  that  day — the  prifener  afked  me  what  I  could  do  refpecting  the 
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rebellion — I  told  him  I  kneiv  IO  or  12,  men  and  boys  in  the  ioivn  ;  l.J  if 
J  afked  them  about  it,  I  did  not  inoiv  but '  that  they  -would  hit  me  in  tha 
face. — the  prifoner  at  the  bar  then  faid  to  me,  he  believed  he  might  go  out 
of  the  country — but  he  could  not  flop  the  bufinefs  from  going  on  in  other 
places — he  faid  he  did  not  doubt  but  that  the  French  were  fighting  in 
Scotland  at  that  time. — Q>  Did  you  fee  a  uniform  laced  coat  ?  A.  I  faw  a 
uniform  coat  made  of  green  cloth  and  faced  with  white,  with  gold  lace  on 
it,  and  two  epaulets  on  the  fhoulders — the  prifoner  afked  Drake  to  put  on 
the  coat,  and  Drake  refilling,  he  put  it  on  himfelf — he  walked  about  witi* 
it  on,  in  my  prefence,for  about  two  or  three  minutes,  and  then  took  it  off, 
and  put  the  coat  upon  the  bed — a  ftranger  came  into  the  room,  and  then 
Mr.  Ruffell,  the  prifoner,  afked  him  what  number  of  men  he  could  raife — 
and  the  ftranger  faid,  he  could  raife  ioo  or  150  men. — Q.  You  mentioned 
Corry  being  there  ;  what  did  he  fay  ?  A.  He  faid  that  he  would  do  what 
he  could  in  Down — prifoner  afked  for  a  map  of  the  county  of  Down,  and 
Corry  faid  he  would  endeavour  to  get  him  a  map. — Q.  Did  you  fee  Henry 
Smith  in  the  room  with  Ruffell  ?  A.  Yes  ;  he  is  fon  to  the  man  who  keeps 
the  public  houfe. 

Henry  Smith  fworn. — O.  Where   do  you  live  ?     A.  At  Anadorn,  in  my 
father's  houfe — it  is  about  nine  miles  from  Saintfleld,    and  about  four  from 
Downpatrick — T  recollect  the  week  of  the  Maze  Races — on  Friday,  the  Z2d 
uly,  Mr.  RuiTell  and  Drake  came  to  my  father's  houfe  between  nine  and 
en  o'clock  in  the  morning. — Q.  Do  you  recollect  Mr.  M'Cartan  having  a 
confeffion  meeting   at   the  Chapel    that  week  ?     A.  I  do. — O.  Was  your 
father  at  home  that  morning  ?     A.  No.  I  remember  the  prifoner  and  James 
Drake  came  that  morning  to  my  father's  houfe  and  drank  fome  fpirits — 
after  fome  little  time  they  afked  me  to  fit  down  with  them — and  in  con- 
verfation,    Mr.  RufTell    told    me  there  tuas  to  be   a  general  infurreclion  all  ever 
Ireland,  and  mentioned  Dublin,   Belfaft,  and  Downpatrick,  as  places   to  be 
fcized  upon. — Q.  Did  RufTell  mention  when  it  would  take  place  ?     A.  Yes; 
c«n  Saturday  night  the  23d  July,  between  nine  and  ten  at  night. — O.  Did 
any  other  perfons  come  into  Smith's  houfe  beiides  thofe  you  have  mention- 
ed ?     A.  There  were  three  or  four  at  12  at  noon — I  recollect  feeing  Corry, 
MGuire,  and  Patrick  Doran   there— I  had  occalion  frequently  to  go  out 
and  in  to  the  room,  and  whenever  1  returned  to  the  room  I  heard  the  pri- 
foner talking  of  the  fame  affairs.     After  the  luft  mentioned    perfons  had 
been  fome  time  in  the  room,   Doran  faid,  that  none  but  fools  or  mad  men  -would 
join   them  ;  Ruffell  bounced  up,   and  anfvvered  in   a  paffion,  "  James,  this 
will  not  do." 

Here  the  witnefs,  after  deferibing  the  prifoner's  uniform  coat,  &c.  added 
that  Ruffell  faid,  that  he  and  feven  others  had  come  from  France  on  the  bu- 
finefs, and  that  he  had  the  rank  of  General. 

Patrick* Lynch,  fworn. — Q.  What  profeffion  are  you  of  ?  A.  I  am  pro- 
fefFor  and  teacher  of  the  Irilh  Language  ?  Q.  Do  you  know  the  prifoner 
at  the  bar  ?  A.  Yes  ;  I  know  him,,  and  am  forry  to  fee  him  there  ;  I  knew 
him  when  he  relided  in  Belfaft,  nine  years  ago  ;  I  left  Belfaft  the  laft  two 
years,  and  have  refided  at  Loughinifland  ;  formerly  at  Belfaft  he  was 
Librarian  ;  I  ufed  to  refort  to  the  Library,  and  faw  him  there  ;  I  gave  him 
fome  leffons  in  the  Irifh  Language  ;  I  have  not  feen  him  until  this  day, 
fince  July  laft,  the  day  before  the  infurrecbion  took  place,  the  week  of  the 
Maze  Races  ;  I  faw  RufTell  on  Friday  evening  the  22d  July,  near  the  door 
of  Fitzpatrick's  houfe  at  Loughiniflaud  ;  I  heard  fome  repoits  that  a  general 
tnfurreftion  was  expected  to  take  place  ;  I  faw  him  on  the  Saturday  between 
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Fitzpatrick's  and  the  Chapel  ;  I  went  to  Fitzpatrick's  to  diffuade  him  from 
what  I  had  heard  ;  the  prifoner  told  me  he  was  fatigued,  he  had  flcpt  hut. 
little  for  fome  time  pan:  ;  faid  he  had  been  travelling,  and  had  been  at 
Bclfafl: ;  I  was  afking  fome  queftions  about  England  and  other  places,  and 
fome  perfons  came  in,  to  whom  he  faid,  don't  you  wifh  to  get  rid  of  thofe 
Safanabs,  meaning  the  Englifh,  or  Englishmen.  I  afked  why  he  was  againfl 
the  Englifh  Government,  but  be  tnade  no  reply  to  that  queflion  ;  he  faid 
the  people  feemed  not  to  be  refolved — they  feemed  to  be  backward. — 
Q  Did  Ruffed  tell  you  any  thing  about  Dublin  at  that  time  ?  A.  He  faid 
the  infurrection  in  Dublin  was  fixed  on  for  Saturday  night,  as  on  that  night 
a  croud  of  mechanics  could  be  in  the  ftreets  without  being  remarked.  Q. 
Did  he  fay  any  thing  about  Belfaft  ?  A.  He  faid  it  was  probable  there  would 
be  an  infurrecTtion  there,  but  that  the  fcheme  was  doubtful.  Q.  Did  you 
afk  him  about  Downpatrick.  A.  I  aflced  him  if  it  was  to  be  taken  by  the 
Killinchy  people  ? — He  faid  not — he  faid  it  Avas  probable  they  would  go  to 
Killinchy,  and  afterwards  to  Downpatrick.  I  afked  if  the  Killinchy  people 
would  go  to  Loughinifland — lie  faid  no,  it  was  probable  they  would  go 
from  Killinchy  to  Downpatrick.  He  feemed  as  if  he  did  not  know  which 
way  it  was  to  be  ;  or  did  not  wifli  to  give  a  direct  anfwer  ;  I  afked  him  if 
any  perfons  from  Lecale  were  to  come  to  take  Downpatrick ;  but  he  did 
not  give  me  a  pofitive  anfwer. — Q.  Did  he  fay  any  thing  about  perfons  in 
the  county  of  Antrim  ? — A.  I  do  not  recollect  his  faying  any  thing  about 
Antrim,  there  was  a  confufed  difcourfe  about  arms  or  weapons — I  recollect 
fome  expreffions  that  fpades,  (hovels  and  pitchforks  would  do.  O.  In  the 
courfe  of  your  conversation  did  you  caution  him  about  the  danger  of  his 
proceedings  in  his  plan  ? — A.  1  told  him  of  the  dangerous  confequences  of  it, 
and  I  afked  him  if  it  could  be  withdrawn — He  feemed  to  decline  giving  an 
anfwer ;  and  afterwards  faid  it  could  not  be  withdrawn  ;  I  told  him 
I  was  forry  for  it.  I  do  not  recollect  any  further  converfation  with  him, 
as  perfons  came  into  the  room.  There  was  a  young  man  came  from  Clough, 
and  faid  the  people  would  not  rife.  Ruffed  faid,  if  that  was  the  cafe,  he 
would  go  to  where  there  was  fighting  in  the  county  of  Antrim. 

John  Mulbolland,  fworn. — Q.  Do  you  recollect  the  23d  of  July  laft  ?  A.  I 
do.  I  was  at  Loughinifland  that  day,  I  faw  a  ftranger  there  with  Lynch, 
M'Cartan,  and  Fitzpatrick— I  faw  the  prifoner  at  the  bar,  in  the  company 
of  thefe  men.  James  Drake  was  there,  and  he  went  on  meffages  for  Ruffell. 
I  was  afked  to  take  a  part  in  the  rifing  ;  /  declared  I -would  do  no  fuch  thing.  I 
faid,   I  -would  fuffer  death  at  home,  hefoie  I  ivould  fuffer  it  elfeivhere. 

Patrick  Renagbun,  fworn, — Q.  Do  y©u  live  at  Clough  ?  A.  I  do. — Q.  Was 
you  there  on  Saturday,  33d  of  July  ?  A.  I  was  I  was  afked  to  go  into 
the  room  of  Fitzpatrick^s  houfe,  at  Loughinifland;  I  faw  Ruffell  (the 
prifoner  at  the  bar)  there,  and  Lynch.  The  prifoner  afked  me  if  I  would 
ailift  in  the  rifing  ?  I  faid  /  -would  do  no  fuch  thing,  and  if  they  did  they  -would 
be  banged  like  dogs.  Ruffed  then  faid,  if  there  would  be  no  rifing  he  would 
flay  no  longer  in  that  place. 

John  Taite,  fworn. — Knew  J.  Corrr,  of  Downpatrick,  fhoe-maker — faw 
Corry  ©n  the  23d  of  July  laft,  betwen  ten  and  eleven  o'clock;  witnefs  and 
Corry  left  town,  and  took  the  road  for  Vianftown.  There  was  a  rifing 
to  take  place  that  night,  and  they  went  out  to  fight;  in  a  field  near 
VianAown  they  met  about  11  other  perfons,  with  whom  they  remained 
about  two  hours.  Witnefs  and  Corry  met  this  party  in  expectation  of  a 
nfing;  Corry- told  them  they  were  to  rife  and  take  Downpatrick — witnefs 
afked  what  ufe  that  Would  be  of,  •when  the foldiers  ivould  retake  it  next  day— 
C*rry  replied,  that  it  wus  to  be  a  general  thing  over  all  Ireland,  and  that 
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Dublin  and  Bclfaft  were  to  be  attacked  at  the  fame  time;     Some'  of  the 
perfons  they  met  in  the  field  had  pitch-forks. 

Major  Sirr.  depofed  to  the  arrefl:  of  the  prifoner,  at  a  hcufe  in  Parlia- 
tnent-ftreet,  on  the  evening  of  Friday,  the  oth  of  September.  Mr-.  Sirr 
was  affifted  on  that  occafion  by  Mr.  J.  S.Emerfon,  of  the  Attorney's  Corps. 

The  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  profecution  being  clofed,  the  prifoner 
made  no  defence,  and  the  Jury,  after  a  clear  and  impartial  Charge  from 
Mr.  Baron  George,  returned  a  verdict — Guilty. — The  unhappy  culprit 
was  executed  at  Downpatrick  on  the  Friday  following. 

The  other  trials  were  of  fubordinatt  agents  to  Ruffell,  and  prefented 
nothing  material  to  the  information  of  the  Pleader. — James  Brake,  a  horfe- 
jockey,  of  loofe  and  profligate  character,  and  James  Carry,  a  fhoe-maker, 
RuffeH's  confidential  agents,  were  tried  and  convicted  cm  the  aift  October, 
and  executed  the  next  day. — On  Corry's  trial  it  appeared  that  he  wanted 
a  perfon  Bamed  Williamfon,  a  clock  and  watchmaker,  to  make  a  number 
of  bread-plates,  and  one  in  particular  for  himfelf,  with  the  infeription 
"  Succefs  to  Bonaparte'"  but  Williamfon  got  up  in  a  paflion,  damned  the 
prifoner  and  Bonaparte,  and  threatened  to  break  his  head. — A  prifoner,  named 
Michael  Maguire,  pleaded  guilt}',  and  in.  consideration  of  fome  favourable 
clrcumftances,  capital  punifhment  was  remked  for  tranfportation. 

At  the  Special  Commiffion  for  the  co.  Antrim,  held  at  Carrickfergus, 
Andrew  Hunter  and  David  Porter  were  tried  and  convicted  ;  the  one  on  the 
24th,  and  the  other  on  the  25th  October.  Thofe  perfons  had  been  active 
in  circulating  Ruffell's  Proclamation.  They  were  executed  at  Carrickfer- 
gus on  Wednefday,  the  26th  October. 

On  Tuefday  the  2.5th,  the  Commiffion  clofed,  leaving  the  other  prifoners, 
againft  whom  bills  of  indictment  had  been  found,  to  be  tried  at  the  next 
Affizes. 

On  thofe  legal  proceedings  had  in  the  province  of  Ulfter,  more  applica- 
ble obfervation  cannot  be  made  than  the  following,  which  appeared  in  the 
Dublin  Evening  Post,  a  paper  defervedly  popular  for  its  uniform  attach- 
ment to  the  real  and  conftitutionai  interefts  of;  the  country. 

«  LOYALTY  OF  THE  NORTH. 


cf  The  late  infurrection  has  given  rife  to  no  inquifition  of  public  juftice 
more  calculated  to  convey  confidence  and  fecurity  to  the  public  mind,  than 
that  of  Russell.  Contemptible  and  defperate,  and  mean  and  refourceleis 
as  the  treafon  of  the  capital  has  preyed  to  be,  that  which  Ruffell  hoped  to- 
ftirinto  rebellion,  appears  infinitely  more  fo.  After  fkulking  in  fear  and 
trembling,  and  beggarly  obfeurity,  about  the  counties  of  Down  and  Antrim  ; 
after  demeaning  himfelf  to  the  bafefl  vices  of  the  vulgar,  and  in  ivhifkey- 
drinking  communications,  iceking  to  draw  out  all  the  profligate  treafon  of  the 
country,  all  the  force  he  could  mufter  was  twelve  or  fourteen  men,  without 
arms,  without  fy ftem,  without  correfpondence  or  defined  purpofe  !  and  how 
even  thofe  few  ideots  or  madmen  were  collected  is  wonderful,  when,  as  is 
evident  from  the  trial,  the  agents,  or  recruiting  ferjeants  of  General  Ruffells 
were  afraid  cf  being  knocked  dozvn  if  they  dared  to  talk  of  rebellion  to  any  of  their 
neighbours. 

"  Brave,  fenfible,  and  loyal  inhabitants  of  Ulfter,  wc  expected  this  of  you 
— we  repofed  decided  confidence  in  you,  and  we  are  not  difappointed.  Any 
attempt  upon  your  loyalty-was  the  forlorn  hope  of  treafon  ;  it  was  an  infult 
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upon  your  intelligence  and  your  principles,  rabiofe  we  knew  y«Du  would  re- 
fent  by  abhorrent  rejection.  It  would,  indeed,  have  been  among  the 
ftrapgefl:  revolutions  of  the  times,  and  fufficient  to  make  us  defpair  of  our. 
country,  and  of  human  nature,  if  the  inhabitants  of  the  province  of  Ulfter, 
intelligent  and  moral ;  underftanding  what  liberty  is,  and  lovinn  her  fo  well; 
induftrious  to  acquire  property,  and  knowing  how  to  value  it;  obedient  to 
the  law,  becaufe  knowing  it  is  the  guardian  of  order,  without  which  fociety 
cannot  exift.  Qualified  thus,  it  would  have  been  deplorably  ftrange,  were; 
they  to  confpire  againft  thtir  own  happinefs  and  freedom,  and,  relinquiih- 
ing  all  the  great  and  pofitive  bleffings  they  enjoy,  combine  with  a  band  of 
cruel,  ignorant,  anarchical  affaffins,  the  difgrace  of  their  own  country,  and 
the  inftruments  of  foreign  enmity  and  delpotifm.  The  men  of  Ulfter  are 
true  to  their  country,  their  King,  and  themfelves.  With  God's  bleffing,  they 
will  reap  the  proud  rewards  of  their  loyalty  and  patriotifm,  and  hand  them 
down,  a  glorious  and  happy  legacy,  to  their  children's  children," 


# 
On  Saturday  the  29th.  of  October,  the  ordinary  Commifllon  of  Oyer 
and  Terminer,  for  the  City  and  County  of  Dublin,  opened  at  the  Seffions- 
houfe,  Green-ftreet,  when  it  was  expected  that  Michael  Quigley  and  Ni- 
cholas Stafford,  who  were  arrefted  at  Ardfry,  County  Galway,on  the  12th 
October,  and  againft  whom  bills  of  indictment  for  high  treafon  were  found, 
would  have  been  brought  to  trial.  But  though  circumftances  arofe  to  pre- 
vent any  other  than  the  inveftigation  of  thofe  ordinary  crimes  generally  in- 
cident-to  fociety,  the  compiler  of  this  work  cannot  withhold  from  his  rea- 
ders the  pleafure  and  advantage  to  be  derived  from  a  perufal  of  the  eloquent 
charge  delivered  to  the  grand  Juries,  by  Lord  Avonmore,  chief  Baron  of 
the  Exchequer,  which  was  as  follows ; 


i(   GENTLEMEN  OF  BOTH  GRAND  JURIES, 

It  is  with  peculiar  pleafure  that  I  embrace  this  fitffl  public 
opportunity,  which  the  rotation  of  duty  has  afforded,  of  con- 
gratulating you  and  the  country  at  large  upon  the  utter  defeat 
of  that  nefarious,  though,  as  it  happily  turned  out,  abortive 
attempt  to  furprife  Government  in  its  capital,  and  to  overturn 
from  its  foundation  a  Conftitution  of  which  we  fo  happily  expe- 
rience the  bleffings  under  the  mild  and  beneficent  prcteclion 
of  our  beloved  Sovereign,  and  of  the  efteemed  Nobleman  who 
has  the  honour  to  reprefent  him  in  this  part  of  his  domini»ns. 
But  tho'  we  have  fo  much  ground  for  mutual  congratulation, 
it  behoves  us  to  take  care  that  neither  the  imbecility  of  the 
attempt  nor  our  joy  at  the  mifcarriage  of  it,  mail  lull  us  into 
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a  fatal  fecurity.     It  appears  indeed  from  the  evidence  difclofed 
upon  the  late  public  trials,  my  only  fource  of  information,  that 
the  confpiracy  was  as  ill  concerted  in  the  defign  as  it  was  lame 
and  impotent  in  the  execution.     The  mifcreants  engaged  in  it 
were,  with  two  exceptions  only,   of  the  lowed  defcription  of 
mankind  ;   wretches  in  fo  abject  a  condition  of  life,  that  any 
change  in  their  fituation  mud  be  an  improvement  of  it ;  fo 
defperatein  their  circumflances  and  fortunes  that  even  death 
would  to  them  be  rather  a  releafe  from  mifery  than  a  pri- 
vation of  enjoyments :    the  only  two  amongft  them  of  any 
consideration  were,   one  born  indeed  a  gentleman,   liberally 
educated,  and,  as  I  am  informed,  pofTeffing  talents  which  if 
well  directed  might  have  rendered  him  an  ornament  to  his 
country,   but    who    ought  to   be   confidered  rather  a  mad 
enthufiaft  than  a  formidable  leader  of  rebellion  ;  an  enfuriated 
zealot,  from  whom  the  lefs  danger  was   to  be  apprehended, 
becaufe  his  understanding  was  loft  in  his  ambition.  The  other, 
little  better  than  a  filly  inflated  fool,  who,  glorying  in  the 
empty  title  of  General,  and  blown  up  with  vifionary  notions 
of  his  own  importance,  boafted  in  his  proclamations  that  he 
had  engaged  nineteen   counties   in   a  Mate  of  preparation  to 
affift  him,  and  yet  when  he  came  to  the  hour  of  action  could 
hardly  mufter  fourteen  individuals. 

In  the  North,  once  thought  the  nurfery  of  fedition,  we 
faw  the  public  mind  fo  entirely  altered,  that  the  cottager  and 
mechanic  nobly  refilling  the  feduction  of  the  traitor,  were 
ready  to  anfwer  any  overture  of  difloyalty  with  an  indignant 
flap  in  the  face.  But  though  the  progrefs  of  the  confpiracy 
was  fo  fpeedily  checked,  and  though  it  was  fo  confined  in  its 
extent  and  duration,  that  were  it  not  for  the  lofs  of  fome 
ineftimable  lives,  one  of  which  can  never  be  too  much  la- 
mented, it  might  have  been  juftly  clafled  among  thofe  fudden 
commotions,  to  which  every  great  capital  muft,  from  its  ex- 
tended population  and  the  general  corruption  of  its  man- 
ners, be  nece/farily  expofed.  In  fhort,  if  I  may  £o  exprefs 
myfelfy  it  was  rather  a  riot  than  a  rebellion ;  and  yet  give 
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me  leave  to  repeat  the  caution  that  we  ought  not  to  let  our 
exultation  at  the  event  lull  us  into  a  fatal  fecurity  :  we  ought 
to  recollect  the  occafion  on  which  this  daring,  though  feeble 
attempt,  was  made :  it  was  made  at  a  time  when  an  infolent 
ufurper,  not  content  with  having  deluged  half  Europe  with 
blood,  and,  to  their  eternal  difgrace,  fubjugated  half  its 
nations  to  his  arbitrary  and  capricious  domination,  had  the 
audacity  to  extend  his  views  of  conqueft  to  thofe  happy 
iflands,.  and  threatened  to  trample  upon  our  necks  as  he  is 
trampling  upon  the  necks  of  fo  great  9.  portion  of  mankind* 
—We  ought  to  recollect  that  the  ufurper  is  fo  far  from 
abandoning  his  audacious  project,  that  his  banners  are  yet 
waving  in  the  wind,  and  that  though  it  is  improbable  that  his 
armaments  mould  efcape  the  vigilance  of  our  fleets,  yet  that 
the  cafe  is  not  out  of  the  fphere  of  poffibiiity,  and  ought, 
therefore,  to  be  carefully  guarded  againft.  We  ought  to 
recollect,  too,  that  though  there  fhould  exift  in  the  country 
but  a  fingle  fpark  of  difaffection,  the  appearance  of  aa 
enemy  on  our  coaft  would  probably  blow  that  fpark  into 
flame.  Let  us  not  then  -fleep  upon  our  polls  ;— let  the 
foldier  grapple  his  fword,  and  the  magiftrate  double  his 
vigilance ;  and  above  all,  Gentlemen,  be  you  fare  watch- 
fully to  difcharge  that  awful  duty,  which  you  have  this 
day  -undertaken,  and  which  you  are  bound  by  the  facred 
obligation  of  an  oath  well  and  truly  to  perform  and  keep  :  ' 
to  you  it  exclufively  belongs  to  enquire  into  all  offences 
which  have  a  tendency  to  difturb  fociety  or  violate  the 
public  peace.  There  is  no  fpecies  of  crime,  no  condition  in 
life,  which  is  exempt  from  your  jurifdiction ;  and  I  am 
perfuaded  it  would  give  to  men  of  your  rank  and  condition 
not  lefs  pleafure  to  expofe  to  public  trial  and  condign 
punifhment  the  titled  or  dignified  villain,  than  the  meaneil 
and  moll  abject  offender :  but  let  not  your  zeal  to  difcover 
offences  carry  you  beyond  the  limits  of  £he  law.  You 
ought  to  indict  no  man  upon   flying   rumours    or  remote 
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probabilities :  nothing  but  your  own  knowledge,  or  evidence 
fo  ftrong  that,  if  uncontradicted,  it  would  be  fufficient  to 
eftablifh  the  guilt  of  the  offender,  will  warrant  you  to  put 
any  man,  of  whatever  defcription,  into  a  ftate  of  public 
accufation.  For  if  it  is  your  duty  to  avenge  criminality,  it 
is  equally  your  duty  to  patronize  and  protect  innocence ; 
and  the  Sovereign  himfelf  always  takes  an  oath  at  his 
coronation,  and  the  obligation  of  that  oath  virtually  extends 
to  you,  who  act  under  his  authority,  to  temper  the  rigour  of 
the  law  with  the  finer  feelings  of  humanity,  and  to  execute 
jufilce  in  mercy, 

"  And  here,  Gentlemen,  give  me  leave  to  congratnlate  you 
upon  another  fubject  of  equal  pride  and  exultation  to  every 
friend  of  law  and  juflice.  You  have  to  rejoice  not  only  that 
a  rebellion  has  been  put  down,  but  that  it  has  been  put 
down  by  the  ordinary  vigour  of  the  law,  and  the  native 
energies  of  the  Conftitution  ;  without  any  departure  from 
the  ftricT:  road  of  Juftice,  without  any  violation  of  the  con- 
stitutional mode  of  trial,  delinquency  has  been  punifhed, 
innocence  vindicated,  and  public  tranquillity  reftored.  It 
was  the  dying  advice  of  the  great  and  good  Kil warden, 
that  no  man  mould  fufTer  on  any  account,  not  even  on  ac- 
count of  his  own  murder,  without  a  fair  trial — words  which 
ought  to  be  engraven  on  his  tomb-ftone  in  letters  of  gold, 
and  which  deferves  to  be  transmitted  to  pofterity  as  the. 
motto  of  the  family  to  which  he  was  fo  great  an  honour 
and  fo  bright  an  ornament.  When  arretted  by  ruffians, 
and  expiring  under  the  repeated  wounds  of  the  aiTaffins,  he 
roufed  the  laft  efforts  of  exhaufted  nature  to  bequeath  to  his 
country  a  legacy,  which  will  ever  be  remembered  with  gra- 
titude. Who  hears  the  name  but  muft  lament  that  the  flar 
which  fhone  confpicuous  in  the  legal  hemifphere,  and  the  dawn 
of  whofe  early  corufcations  piomifed  a  full  blaze  of  meridian 
fplendour  is,  alas,  fet  for  ever !     And  if  I  may  be  allowed  to 
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mix  my  private  griefs  with  the  public  forrow,  fuffer  me  to 
lament  that  I  have  loft  the  friend  of  my  youth,  the  compa- 
nion of  my  maturer  years,   my  fellow  labourer  in  the  fields 
of  fcience,  and  my  coadjutor  in  the  adminiftration  of  juftice. 
Gentlemen  I  have  loft   my  friend  but   I    will  not  lofe  my 
friendship. — But,     Gentlemen,     we     have   this  confolation 
left,  that  his    dying  advice  has  been  purfued — -Government 
has  felt  the  wifdom  as  well  as  the  juftice  of  it ;  accordingly, 
the  ftream  of  Juftice  has  flowed  in  its  accuftomed  channel ; 
the  Courts  of  Juftice  have  been  kept  open  ;  the  Judges  of  the 
land  have  gone  the  Circuit  without  interruption  ;  the  Trial 
by  Jury  has  prevailed  and  triumphed  ;   and  it  is  the  pecu- 
liar pride  of  this  Adminiftration   that   never  from  its  com-. 
mencement  to  this  hour  has  the  Soldier  ufurped  the   bench  of 
the  Judge,  or  the  found  of  the  trumpet  drowned  the  voice  of  the 
Crier.     Nor  is  this  the  only  inftance  in  which  we  obferve  the 
attention  of  Adminiftration  to  our  excellent  Conftitution.  An 
inftitution  which  breathes  the  true  fpirit  of  that  conftitution, 
and  which  is  the  genuine  offspring  of  deep  legal  refearch  and 
thorough  knowledge  of  our  antiquities,  has  been  eftablifhed 
in  our  capital — I  mean  the  divifion  of  the  city  into  feveral 
diftricts,    and  the  eftablifliment  of  Confervators  of  the    Peace 
to  fuperintend  the  police  of  each  ;  from  thefe  officers,  if  they 
do  their  duty,  the  public  has  every  reafon  to  expect  the  molt 
ufeful  aftiftance  ;  they  will  act  as  the  i>ldettes  of  Juftice  ;  and 
announce  to  you  the  firft  movements  of  fedition,  and  the  iirft 
approaches  of  danger  ;  it  is  in  fact  a  revival  of  the  ancient 
fyftem   of   police     adopted    by    the    great    King  Alfred, 
and  bids  as  fair  as  any  human  inftitution  can  do  to  fecure 
the   bleftings  of  peace  and  good  order  fo  happily  reftored. 
But  as  we  know  that  all  human  inftitutions  are  liable  to  abufe, 
you  cannot   expect   that  this   will    be    maintained    in  its 
purity  without  diligent  revifion,   and  a  frequent  recurrence 
to  the  principles  upon  which  it  was  framed.   The  feveral  bills 
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in  the  Crown-office,  of  which  there  is  none  for  High  Trea- 
fon,  fhall  be  laid  before  you  ;  and  you  will  difpofe  of  them 
with  all  the  expedition  which  may  be  cenfiftent  with  juf- 
tice." 


CONCLUSION. 

In  the  foregoing  pages,  the  reader  has  been  prefented  with  & 
faithful,  and  it  is  hoped,  an  inftruclive  view  of  the  late  infurrec- 
tion,  the  trials  that  fucceed^d  in  confequecce,  the  punifhment  of 
treafon,  and  the  victory  of  the  laws.  But,  while  the  offence  and 
the  offenders  are  defcribed,  it  may,  with  much  propriety  be  ex- 
peeled  that  fome  notice  mould  be  taken  of  thofe  talents,  and  thofe 
virtues  by  which  fo  happy  a  confumrnatiofc  had  been  v/rought. 

The  exemplary  conduct,  of  the  law    officers  of  the  Crown,  fo 
conformable  to  the  mild  fpirit,  yet   firm  dignity  of  our  unequalled 
laws  ;  and  fo  coniiftent  with  the  character  ^vhich  the  official  vindi- 
cators of  thofe  lav/s  mould  maintain,  did  not  fail  of  making  that  im- 
pvtHion  upon  the  public  which  it  mould  have  done.     His  Majefty's 
Attorney  General  was   not  only  heard  in  the  Courts  with  admira- 
tion of  his  eloquence,  and  of  his  humanity,  but,  without  the  walls 
of  the  courts,  his  countrymen  were  preparing  for  him  thofe  exp'ref- 
fions  of  refpecl  and  honour  which  they  coniidered  moft  appropriate 
to  the  legal  ability,  the  moderation,  and  the  juflice,  which  he  had 
undeviatingly  difpiayed  on  the  whole  of  the  trials.     The  principal 
Cities  of  Ireland  publicly  addrefTed  to  him  their  thanks  and  approba- 
tion, and  voted  him  the  fellowmip  of  their  ancient  privileges.     His 
Replies,  while   difplaying   his  modefty,  corroborated  his  claims  to 
the  'tributes  which  were  paid  to  him  ;    he  affumed  nothing  to  him- 
felf,  but  afcribed  all  the  merit  of  his  conduct  to  the  directing  fpirit 
of  that  pure  and  excellent  conllitution,  which  treafon   had  affailed, 
but  which  juHice  had  vindicated,  an$  loyalty  and  courage  were  de- 
termined to  preferve« 
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Happy  to  fee,  and  to  acknowledge  the  combination  of  virtue  and 
integrity  with  official  ftation,    the   writer  of  this,  cannot  deny  him- 
felf  the  pleafure  of  adding,  that  the  appointment  of  the  Rt.  Hon. 
Standifh  O'Grady,  to  the  legal  department  which  he    fills  fo  much 
to  his  own   honour,  and  the  welfare  of  his   country,  was  an  act 
perfectly  confident  with  the  wife  difcrimination,  the  virtuous  policy, 
and  the  found  conftitutional  principles,  which  have  uniformly  go- 
verned the  adminiflration  of  Lord  Hardwicke,  and  rendered   his 
rule  defervedly  dear  to  the  people  of  Ireland,     On  an  occafion  cal- 
culated, more  than  any  other  perhaps  in  the  hiflory  of  our  country, 
to  excufe  the  intemperance  of  power,  and  make  it  a  virtue  for  Juf- 
tice  to  afTume  the  angry  character  of  vengeance  :  On  fuch  an  occa- 
fion, it  was  no  common  effort  of  the  foul;  no  fmall  proof  of  whole- 
fome  councils,    and  legiflative  capacity,  not  only  for  the   ruler  to 
fubdue  the  firft  ftrong  impulfe  of  his  own  virtue,  but  alfo  to  refill 
the  generous  tide  of  popular  indignation.     Government,  however, 
accomplished  the  double    victory — it  ftemmed,    with  fuccefs,  the 
torrent  of  excited  prejudice,  the  more  dangerous,  as  it  originated  in 
humanity  and  patriotifm  ;  the  calm  dignity  of  Juftice  was  vindicated, 
and  the  laws  were  difpenfed  from  a  fource,  pelucid  and  fanative, 
untainted,  and  unagitated  by  prejudice,  by  paffion,  or  revenge.    How 
much  mould  be  valued  the  wifdom,  and  the  virtue  which  can  counfel 
to  fuch  faving  and  afcendant  policy  !  How  worthy  of  applaufe  !  How 
dear  in  the  estimation  of  a  pure  and  benevolent  philofophy,  mould 
be  the  authority  capable  of  accepting  and  acting  upon  fuch  counfel  ! 
Both  are  ours. — The  evidences  of  their  exiflence  will  not  be  con- 
fined to  the  records  of  our  judicature.     They  are  engraven  on  the 
hearts  of  a  grateful  people,  and  the  impreffion,  inftead  of  being  ob- 
literated by  the  hand  of  time,  will  be  ftrengthened  by  the  experience 
of  progreffive  benefit.     Corrected  error  will  become  the  moft  perfua- 
five  argument  of  truth.     The  temporary  abandonment  of  intereft 
will  affift  to  the  permanency  of  its  eftablifhment;  and  the  paternal 
leniency  of  Power  fhall   fecure   the  authority  of  the  laws.     The 
Xrimman  who  reverts  with  the  longed  memory  to   the  prefent  pe- 
riod  of  our  hiflory,  will  fee  a  more  than  counter- balance  to  the 
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vices  which  difgraced  it,  in  the  virtues  by  which  thofe  vices  were 
oppefed.  The  dark  page  of  domeftic  crime  will  be  relieved  and 
brightened  by  the  proofs  of  a  wife  and  humane  policy  ;  and  among 
ii*e  Britifh  advifers  of  the  good  Lord  Hardwicke,  the  name  of  a 
Redesdale,  anda.WiCKHAM,  will  be  remembered  with  gratitude 
»Etd  efieem. 
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